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April 19th 2009
The Principles of 
Biblical Worship
And their application to the local church. 
Part 6
Biblical Worship is Governed by God’s Word. 

Read John 4:19-24

There is a short story in A. W. Tozer’s book Man the Dwelling Place of God that I would like to share with you.

In the message Tozer tells of an extremely wealthy man who was also an English Lord. This English Lord died just shortly before his 89th birthday. 

It had not been necessary for him to work a day in his life so he was free to do whatever he wanted to, to pursue any calling he wished, or to work at anything he felt worthy of his consideration.  

What did the man do with all his freedom? He dedicated his life to breeding the perfect spotted mouse. 

Tozer had this to say:

“Made in the image of God, equipped with awesome powers of mind and soul, called to dream immortal dreams and to think the long thoughts of eternity, he chooses the breeding of a spotted mouse for the reason for existing.”

“Invited to walk with God on earth and to dwell at last with the saints and angels in the world above; called to serve his generation by the will of God, to press with holy vigor toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus, he dedicates his life 

To the spotted mouse. 

“Not just an evening or holidays, mind you, 

But his entire life.”

Tozer concludes with this statement:

“The Spirit illuminated Christian . . . will not devote his life to spotted mice.” 
In our text we have just read what I think is one of the most provocative and compelling statements in the Holy Scriptures. 

“The Father is seeking worshippers.”

One of the fundamental aspects of our spiritual pilgrimage upon this earth is that of “seeking.”
· In the full scope of the biblical text there are numerous admonitions to seek the Lord and just as many promises to those who do seek the Lord. 
But when it comes to the matter of “seeking” there are very few instances in the Scriptures where the subject “God” and the verb “seeking” are in the same sentence. 

· In fact there are only three and one is found here. 
“The Father is seeking worshippers.”

God is seeking you and me to be part of his company of worshippers. It is the highest calling in the universe. It is our calling as a holy and royal priesthood. 

· It is what we were redeemed for, it is why Jesus came to earth to “seek and save that which lost” to make idol worshippers into worshippers of the Almighty. 

It is my hope and sincere prayer that when our Father looks down on this small fellowship He finds what it is He is looking for; what he is seeking. 
· Not men, women and children who are constantly busying their lives trying to breed the perfect spotted mouse. 

· But men, women, and children who are committed to higher things, things that accompany our calling and the salvation we have received. 
· Men, women, and children who will respond to a seeking God and become His true worshippers. 


It has been three weeks since we looked at the Principles of Biblical Worship. 
· So for the sake of clarity let’s take a few moments to once again review where we have been with a quick re-examination of the principles we have covered. 
Those Principles are as follows:

Principle #1 Biblical Worship is always directed towards God and God alone. 

“Let them praise the name of the LORD, for His name alone is exalted; his majesty is above earth and heaven”

Psalm 148:13

“I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols”

Isaiah 42:8
· God alone is to be the object of our worship. 
· God allows no rivals to His worship and permits no idols in our lives. 


Principle #2 Biblical Worship is centered on the person and work of Jesus Christ.

“I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life, no one can come to the Father except through me.” 

John 14:6-7

“For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”

I Timothy 2:5

· It is impossible to worship God or even approach God in worship apart from Jesus Christ. 



Principle #3:  Biblical worship is spiritual worship.

“God is spirit and His worshippers must worship in spirit and in truth.”
John 4:24
· God is actively seeking worshippers but only those who will worship on His terms. 

· Once again the worship of God is impossible apart from Jesus Christ the “truth” and worship is impossible apart from the regeneration and illumination of our spirits by the Holy Spirit. 


Principle #4 Biblical Worship encompasses all of life.

“I will bless the Lord at all times His praise shall continually be in my mouth.”
“So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”

I Corinthians 10:31
· In our quest to understand worship we must also understand the broader and life encompassing practice of worship in the lives of all people.
· As Harold Best said: “Nobody does not worship.”

· So we must learn to foster awareness that all of life’s activities are an opportunity to worship. 



Principle #5 Biblical Worship is Uniquely Expressed In and Through the Church. 
“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”

Hebrews 10:25
· No Christian’s worship can be complete without worshipping with the company of local believers in the local church. 


These are the first five Principles of biblical worship that we have studied thus far. 
Now I would like to ask a simple question:

“Where did we get these first five 

Principles of worship?” 

If you said from the Scriptures you would be correct. 
· The first five foundational principles of worship that we have been discussing find their source in the reveal will of God. 

· These are not things that we made up just because they sounded good or fit into our theological house. These are principles that the word of God clearly teaches about worship. 

But we have come to the place in our study where we are about to enter into the dangerous and troubled waters of trying to be biblical about things that are not so plain on the surface. 

· This is especially true when we discuss things like music, worship lyrics, genres and the use of different kinds of musical instruments in worship. 

Most of the writers that I have read on the subject of worship will agree with Bob Kauflin’s statement that:

“The New Testament contains no specific pattern for corporate worship.”
Although I would agree with this assessment in part I do think the Scriptures give us enough biblical wisdom, biblical principles, and biblical insights to make biblically informed decisions that in the end make our worship both acceptable and pleasing to God. 

For that reason I would like to introduce you to our sixth principle of Biblical Worship. 



Principle #6 Biblical Worship is Governed by God’s Word.

I know it sounds like I am repeating myself here but because of the waters that we are about to navigate I want to take a much closer look at the essential role of Scripture in governing our worship practices. 
John Frame has this to say about the role of the Scriptures in our worship. 

“In worship as in all of life, God’s word must take precedence over any of our own creative ideas. In planning worship, we want above all to know what pleases God; and only the Scriptures give us clear indication of what God wants us to do in His presence.”
In our study of worship and in our practice of worship it is our solemn duty as worshippers to be as biblical as possible.  

· As Frame points out “God’s word must take precedence over our creative ideas.” 


Now historically the term used to apply the Scriptures to the practices of the church has been called:

“The Regulative Principle.”
The Regulative Principle relates back to the Puritans and Presbyterians and the Westminster Confession of Faith. 
Let me give you an example of the Regulative Principle:

WFC 1.6, “The whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for his own glory, man’s salvation, faith and life, is either expressively set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence may be deduced from Scripture: unto which nothing at any time is to be added, whether by new revelations of the Spirit, 
or traditions of men.
Here is a portion of WFC 21.1:
“But the acceptable way of worshipping the true God is instituted by himself, and so limited by his own revealed will, that he may not be worshipped according to the imaginations and devices of men, or the suggestions of Satan, under any visible representation, or any other way not prescribed by Holy Scripture.”

Notice the last word in this confessional statement: The word is:

Prescribed.
The word “prescribed” is “key” to our understanding of both the regulative principle and our sixth principle of biblical worship. 


Those who hold the Westminster Confession of Faith as a Regulative Principle made a clear distinction between what they call “elements” and “circumstances.”

“Elements” are what we must do in worship. 
· These are the things that are “prescribed” by Scripture. 
· These are the things that Scripture tells us to do.  

For example:

· Singing is an element of worship.

· Teaching is an element of worship.

· Baptism is an element of worship. 

· The Lord Supper is an element of worship.

“Circumstances” are what we do to carry out the elements. 
· Circumstances are not prescribed, but must fit within the general rules of the Word.” (WCF 1.6) 

For example:

· The use of hymnals in the singing of songs.

· Sitting in chairs during worship.

· The time of our meeting together. 

· The use of a worship leader. 

· How many songs to sing. 

The Regulative Principle makes a clear distinction between the elements of worship and the circumstances of worship. 

· In other words the circumstances are the application of the elements. 
Illustration: Let me give you an example from the fire service:
In the fire service there is but one goal and that is to save life and property from the ravages of fire. 

· Now a firefighter has a number of fundamental ways to meet his goal of saving life and property. We call them fire fighting priorities. 
· These priorities are the elements of firefighting and cannot ever be overlooked or bypassed. 
· These priorities or elements are always the same and include such things as:

· Search and rescue.

· Ventilation.

· Fire extinguishment.

· Salvage and overhaul. 

Now as fire commander when I pulled up on the scene of a fire I had to make sure that each of these elements were addressed because they are the essentials for successful firefighting and as I said cannot be bypassed. 

But when a fire commander gives an order to a crew to ventilate a building for instance he doesn’t tell them how to do but only tells them to ventilate.

· The how to do it (the circumstances) are left up to the skill and training of the crew’s officer who has at his disposal a number of (approved ways) that he can get the job done. 

The command goes out from the fire commander to ventilate the building. This is an element of firefighting that must always take place. 

· But how to ventilate (the circumstances) might include cutting a hole in the roof, breaking out windows, setting a fan in the window or a number of other proven and approved of ways to ventilate. 

One of the real dangers of ventilation is that if you do it wrong you can create a situation that could be deadly. 
· There are approved ways to ventilate a building and there are unapproved ways to ventilate building and the fire crews must know the difference. 

As it is in the fire service so it is with worship. 

· Just as in the fire service there are clearly marked out elements of firefighting so also there are also clearly mandated elements of worship. And: 
· Just as there are appropriate and inappropriate circumstances in which an element may be carried out in fire fighting so also there are appropriate and inappropriate circumstances in which an element may be expressed in worship. 

The Regulative Principle helps us to recognize that there are indeed:
· Biblically mandated elements of worship.

And that there are:

· Biblically informed circumstances of worship. 

And to know the difference and how to synthesize them into a biblical working model is essential if our worship is to be pleasing to God.  

I think that Bob Kauflin gives us a simple three point application of the Regulative Principle that will be good to remember as we apply the principle to the various aspects of worship. 

1. Don’t neglect what God’s word clearly commands (sing, pray, preach the word etc.). 
· These are the elements of worship. The things we must do. And we must not neglect them. 
2. Don’t do what God’s word forbids (the worshipping of images, creating dissention among the worshippers etc). 

· We have already made the case that not all worship or worship practices are pleasing to God no matter how sincere the worshipper may be. 

· And there are some things that God strictly forbids in His worship. 

3. In everything else use biblically informed wisdom. 
· These are the circumstances of worship which are biblically informed and acceptable expressions of the elements of worship. 
Now in the next few weeks we are going to be applying these three questions, the Regulative Principle, to answer some of the more difficult and hotly debated questions of worship such as these:
1. Does the Word of God give us any clear guidelines for the use of musical instruments in our corporate worship? 
2. Does the Word of God give us any clear guidelines for the words that we use in the worship songs that we sing? 
3. Does the Word of God give us any clear guidelines for the genre and style of worship we use in church?
4. Does the Word of God give us any clear guidelines for the type of physical expression associated with worship?  

5. Does the Word of God give us any clear guidelines for dealing with the diversity and multiplicity of musical tastes within the church? 

6. Does Paul’s statement “I became all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some” justify the use of any and every genre and style of music in corporate worship or for evangelistic purposes? 
7. Does the word of God give us any clear guidelines for contemporary cultural expression in our worship music?
8. Does the word of God give us any clear guidelines for the existence of or function of the “worship leader.” 

9. Are physiological responses to music appropriate as a guide to the kind of music we use in worship?  

10. Finally, taking all the above into consideration, how do we specifically select the music that we will use in our corporate worship of God. 

It is my hope that we will have in hand by the end of our study a clear list of biblical reasons why or why not certain songs or certain practices should be excluded or included in our worship. 


I would like to close this portion of our study with a quote from John Frame that I think will also help us make biblically informed decisions concerning the difficult subjects I just read. 
“As we plan our worship we should ask ourselves over and over what the Scriptures say. If we cannot find any biblical basis at all for what we are doing we shouldn’t do it. But we need to reform our worship according to the Scriptures. That doesn’t mean we have to find chapter and verse if you want to have a call of worship for example but it means thinking through these things biblically and asking ourselves does this please or bring glory to God. Can we show through a study of Scripture that this will bring glory to God and not to ourselves?” 
Notice that when the day is over and the dust has settled the bottom line of any discussion of worship, 
· Whether it relates to the elements of worship such as prayer, teaching, the Lord’s supper, or singing; 
· Or the circumstances of worship such as the styles used, the instruments used, or the words used in our worship,

Must address and answer the all important question:

“Does this please God and bring glory to God and not to ourselves?”



Earlier I mentioned that there were three places in the Scriptures where we are told that God is seeking:

1. In Luke we see that the Son of man came to seek and to save that which was lost (Luke 19:10). 

2. In John chapter 4 we are also told that God is seeking worshippers (John 4:23). 

3. The final place where we see God seeking has to do with His seeking His own glory (John 8:50). 

Let us never forget that biblical worship is about God and glorifying Him alone. 
· There is no place for man’s glory in worship. 
God is seeking his own glory and He receives the glory due his name when we as part of His creation and as His worshippers worship him.
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