Amazing Grace

Community Church

[image: image1.jpg]



March 22nd 2008
The Ten Principles of 
Biblical Worship
And their application to the local church. 
Biblical Worship is uniquely Expressed in and 

Through the Church. 
Part 5
“The church has sprung a leak and the world is leaking into the church”

These are the prophetic words of A. W. Tozer made to the Youth for Christ Convention in Chicago probably somewhere around 1960.  
Toward the end of his ministry Dr. A. W. Tozer commented that the war was lost. Tozer was referring to the atrocious invasion of the world into the church. 
· He objected strongly and often concerning the state of the church and to the anemic Christianity he witnessed. Tozer complained of it in statements like this: 
“In many churches Christianity has been watered down until the solution is so weak that if it were poison it would not hurt anyone, and if it were medicine it would 
not cure anyone.” 

Much of Tozer’s concern had to do with the degradation and deterioration of true biblical God-centered worship in the church and the wholesale corruption of worship by what he referred to as:

“The great god entertainment.”

What is staggering for me about Tozer’s scathing comments and almost prophetic statements are that they were made more than forty-five years ago. 
· One has to wonder where we are now as a church. 
Let me share with you a few more of Tozer’s potent insights and concerns about worship. 

“In my opinion, the great single need of the moment is that lighthearted superficial religionists be struck down with a vision of God high and lifted up, with His train filling the temple. The holy art of worship seems to have passed away like the Shekinah glory from the tabernacle. As a result, we are left to our own devices and forced to make up the lack of spontaneous worship by bringing in countless cheap and tawdry activities to hold the attention of the church people.”

(Keys the Deeper life, pp. 80, 88)


Concerning the importance of worship as it relates to Christian ministry Tozer said: 
“I am of the opinion that we should not be concerned about working for God until we have learned the meaning and the delight of worshipping Him. A worshipper can work with eternal quality in his work. But a worker who does not worship is only piling up wood, hay and stubble for the time when God sets the world on fire. I fear that there are many professing Christians who do not want to hear such statements about their “busy schedule,” but it is the truth. God is trying to call us back to that for which He created us, to worship Him and to enjoy Him forever! It is then, out of our deep worship, that we do His work.”



Here is a statement that really hits home:

“The church that can’t worship must entertain. And men who can’t lead a church to worship must provide the entertainment. That is why we have the great evangelical heresy here today, the heresy of religious entertainment.” 

(Success and the Christian, pp. 6-7)



For those who are wondering why we are spending so much time teaching about worship Tozer had this to say:

“Without doubt the emphasis in Christians teaching today should be on worship. There is little danger that we shall become merely worshipers and neglect the practical implications of the gospel. No one can worship God in spirit and in truth before the obligation to holy service becomes too strong to resist. Fellowship with God leads straight to obedience and good works. That is the divine order and it can never be reversed.” 

(Born After Midnight, pp. 125-126)

Concerning our Fourth Principle of biblical worship that stated “Biblical worship encompasses all of life” Tozer said this:

“I’ve got to tell you that if you do not worship God seven days a week, you do not worship Him on one day a week. There is no such thing known in heaven as Sunday worship unless it is accompanied by Monday worship and Tuesday worship and so on.” 



And finally concerning our Fifth Principle of Biblical worship (a principle yet to be disclosed() Tozer had these comments:

“A local church exists to do corporately what each should do individually, namely, worship God. It should show forth the excellencies of Him who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light, reflect back the glory of Him who shines down on us, even God, even Christ, even  the Holy Spirit.”

And on that same theme Tozer also said:
“The Christian church exists to worship God first of all. Everything else must come second or third 
or fourth or fifth.” 

Now building on Tozer’s statements I am going to make a statement of my own concerning worship:

“True biblical worship cannot be fully expressed apart from the corporate voice of God’s people in the local assembly.”

What is the implication of this statement? 
· It is just this; that you and I individually cannot fulfill our eternal destiny and our special calling as holy and royal priests (who’s calling it is to declare the praises of God) apart from the corporate gathering of God’s people. It is as simple as that. 

· If we are going to be biblical in our worship it must by biblical necessity include corporate worship as well. 

And so I give to you the fifth point of biblical worship and it is this: 

Biblical Worship is Uniquely Expressed In and 

Through the Church. 

Let’s begin our study this morning by looking at a text that pertains to this truth. 
Read 1 Peter 2:4-10
Now there are a couple things I want us to notice from this portion of Scripture. 

Notice the plurality of this text. By the way plurality in the Greek language is not a problem like it is in English. In English “you” can either be singular or plural. But in Greek there are different words for “you” both singular “you” and plural “you.” Here all the uses of “you” are plural. 
· As you come to him (plural).

· You yourselves like living stones (plural). 

· Holy priesthood (plural).

· Chose race (plural).

· Royal Priesthood (plural).

· Holy nation (plural).

· A people for His own possession (plural). 

There is not a single note here of individuality. The emphasis is on the corporate nature (you plural) of the body of Christ as it functions as a holy and royal Priesthood. 

Now notice also the Purpose of this text. In other words what is it that royal and holy priest do corporately? 
· Together they offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

· Together they proclaim the Excellencies of Him. 

Our text in I Peter is only a sampling of the many Scriptures that teach us that:
· God’s purpose has always been to redeem a people who would declare the greatness of His name through the words and witness of their life together. 
Or as A. W. Tozer points out: 
“We were saved to worship God. All that Christ has done for us in the past and all that He is doing now leads to this one end.”


As we continue this discussion I want to point out once again that one of the conclusions that we came to last week was that we must see the term “worship” in a broader and more wide-ranging sense as it pertains to the things of life in the church, home, and workplace. 

· So when we say that “Biblical Worship is Uniquely Expressed In and Through the Church” we are speaking here of worship as something more than just singing worship songs. 

 “Everything we do as a corporate gathering is in some way or another declaring the Excellencies of God and is an offering to God.”
When we broaden our understanding of the term “worship” we soon realize that the corporate gathering of God’s people to worship is actually a:  
“Corporate Testimony”
And it is a unique testimony in that it can only be expressed in the corporate setting.

· And in many ways this unique corporate testimony exists for God, for the angels of heaven, for us, and for the watching world as well. 
“This is what makes corporate worship so intrinsically important and why we must try with all our biblical might to get it right and keep it biblical.”
“There is really nothing else like corporate worship on the face of the earth”

So you see there really is much more at stake here than just singing a few songs when we gather together as God’s people. 
Implications and Applications

So specifically how is Corporate Worship a unique testimony that can only be expressed in the life of the gathered church? 

1. Corporate worship is a unique testimony of our obedience to God’s command to gather together. 
“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
Hebrews 10:25
There are a hundred things that we could be doing right now instead of sitting here together as God’s people in corporate worship. 

· We could be at home resting in bed from a long and busy week.  

· Or maybe could sleeping in because we stayed up too late last night having a good time with our friends.

· Or maybe we could be golfing, hiking, fishing, camping or doing many of the other wonderful outdoor activities that so many Northwestonians do on Sunday. 
Yet the Scriptures tell us plainly that you and I have a biblical responsibility and moral obligation to gather together regularly with God’s people. 
· This must be a priority for each of us if it is not already. 

· We are not scripturally or morally free to come and go as we please. Such an undisciplined lack of commitment to the local church is a terrible testimony to the world and to your brothers and sisters in Christ. It is also an act of disobedience to the Lord’s commands as well.  

Let us remember then that our presence here is indeed a testimony:

· It is a testimony to God of your love for Him, your love for His will and your obedience to His command not to forsake this gathering. 

· It is a testimony of our affirmation that what we do here on Sunday morning is of the highest priority in our lives. While others are out playing we are here praying. 

· Your presence here is also a testimony to your brothers and sisters of the commitment you have made to them as well. One of the things that we must always fight against is our tendency to be isolationists. But Christianity is lived out in community not isolation. 
· Let me just say once again that your presence here is a great encouragement to me as well. And I am grateful for those of you who have made our Sunday morning gathering a priority in your life. 



2. Corporate worship is a unique testimony of our mutual affections for each other.  

When we gather together as God’s children we do so out of obedience to God’s command and that is right and good. 

· But we also gather together because we are family. 

As Harold Best puts it:

“We gather together because we cannot stay away from each other”

Peter reminds us of this truth when he writes:

“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from your heart.”

I Peter 1:22
There are two uses of the word “love” in this passage and the first word that Peter uses for love here is not the common word for love  (agape) but the word  (phileo) which means a deep heart-felt affection. 

· Phileo is not the love of sacrificial giving it is the love of the emotions, it is the love of the affections. 
· Phileo is fondness for another that creates a longing when we are away from each other and a joy when we are together. 

What a remarkable way to look at the church. 

· We are a people who love each other not just sacrificially but because of our deep affection for each other as well (phileo). 

Our corporate prayer should be that this deep affection for each other would be cultivated and nurtured by the Holy Spirit and protected from the distortions of the Evil One. 

3. Corporate worship is a unique testimony of God’s presence among us through the ministry of the Holy Spirit. 
It is in the corporate worship setting that God is uniquely present with us like no other. So much so that even the unbeliever can recognize the presence of God among us as the Holy Spirit moves in the midst of us (I Corinthians 14:24-25). 

“But if an unbeliever or someone who does not understand comes in while everyone is prophesying, he will be convicted by all that he is a sinner and will be judged by all, and the secrets of his heart will be laid bare. So he will fall down and worship god, exclaiming, ‘God is really among you!” 

I Corinthians 14:24-24 
This testimony is not only for the unbeliever but for us as well. 

· In the corporate gathering will we witness the moving of God in such dramatic and significant ways as the Holy Spirit gifts each of its members. 
· It is not something that we want to miss out on for any reason. 



4. Corporate worship is a unique testimony to the unifying power of the gospel in the midst of ethnic, social, cultural, geographical, and generational diversity. 
In this statement we will find one of the bedrock principles that will help us make informed biblical decisions concerning worship. 

Corporate worship is not a time of segregation but of integration.

Corporate worship is not a time for making concessions to our personal likes and dislikes, our different ethnic groups, social status, cultural leanings, age or gender. 

· Corporate worship is a testimony and display of the unifying nature of the Gospel of Jesus Christ where each member plays a significant role in a multi-cultural, multi-social, multi-ethnic, and multi-generational testimony of Christian unity. 

When we separate ourselves on the basis of age, social status, cultural norms, or our likes and dislikes, or what ever else for that matter, we do significant harm to the body of Christ and blur if not completely extinguish our testimony of Christian unity. 
Harold Best says it “best”

The corporate gathering is, at its best, chronologically disinterested”

In other words age should not separate us. 

I now understand from a more biblical vista why so many red flags go up for me when I see churches that have only young people in them. They are biblically unbalanced and chronologically focused and thus their testimony to the unity and diversity of the gospel is blurred. 

Best goes on to say:

“Here is where I unequivocally take a position. To divide congregations into age groups, style groups and preference groups is to be semi- or even pseudo corporate.”

“The body of Christ is as chronologically and stylistically whole as it is spiritually whole. It is ironic, worse, scripturally troublesome-to see local assemblies broken into groups, each doing their niche worship, for that is all it really seems to be.” 

“But here is the rub: the divisions are primarily about music and musical style. This being true, worship is not really about the binding power of Jesus and his gospel but about something earthly, relative and transient.”
We will talk much more about this later as we explore the deeper ramifications of these things but for now know this:

“The approach in this church will be that the Holy Spirit unity that is built out of our great diversity will be tenaciously guarded. 



5. Corporate worship is a unique testimony of the greatness of the God we worship. 

I remember many years ago being at pastor’s seminar with a friend of mine where there were about 800 men present. I had never been in the midst of that many men and when we began to worship as a group, singing some of the old and well-known hymns, it was like being amongst the angels of heaven. The deep, rich male voices resonated throughout the hall like nothing I had ever heard before. 
· I had the same exact experience at the Kingdome when thousands of men sang in worship at a Promise Keepers conference. Once again I was moved beyond my ability to explain what it was like. 

I think in many ways this is one of the unique characteristics of our corporate worship. We are joining our voices with so many others as a company of worshippers. This is special and uplifting and not unlike the worship going on this very moment in heaven. 

“Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and elders. In a loud voice they sang

‘Worthy is the Lamb, who 

was slain,

to receive power and wealth

and wisdom and

strength

and honor and glory and praise!’

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing:

‘To him who sits on the 

throne and to the Lamb

be praise and honor and

glory and power,

forever and ever!

Revelation 5:11-13 


Let me close with this statement by Harold Best answering the simple but yet profound question:
“Why do we Gather?”

“We gather because we cannot stay away from each other”
“We gather because it is our joyous custom to obey all injunctions to gather.”

“We gather to celebrate a diversity that goes beyond mere cultural groupings.”

“We gather to learn in common and to bring our daily learning into each other’s conversion.”

“We gather as the body of Christ, his bride, and our continuing worship turns to a gathered feast.”

“We gather to learn the entire counsel of God through the structures and liturgies we devise.”

“We gather as on body; young and old, feeble and strong, rich and poor, undivided by the little things of life style and music.”

“We gather around the unifying power of the Word and bring our praise to the King of kings and the Lord of lords.”

With so many wonderful and necessary reasons to gather together for worship it is a wonder that anyone would not eagerly want to gather together with his faith family. 
It is even a bigger wonder why we do not meet together more often. 
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