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March 1st 2008
The Ten Principles of 
Biblical Worship
And their application to the local church. 
I would like to begin this message by reading a quote from an article written by Adam Sparks from the Journal The Theologian. The article is called “Beyond the Worship Wars.” 
The quote is by Eugene Peterson, who says,

Worship is the single most important act in which Christians engage . . . ‘Let us worship God’ is the most important sentence spoken week after week, year after year, in congregations all over the world. It calls us to attention before God who has something life-changing, soul-saving, and world renewing to say . . . for centuries, Christians seemed to know what it meant when the call went out, ‘Let us worship God’ . . . But as we enter the third millennium, there is no more consensus. When the call goes out, ‘Let us worship God’, instead of worshipping, men and women begin to argue, explain, advocate, promote, discuss, and denounce. What is spoken ranges from learned to ignorant. The rude and the courteous compete for a hearing. Not many are listening. Disorder prevails. 
The work of Christian worship is in chaos.” 
These are sad and very distressing observations to say the least. They are distressing because the very people that should be joyfully engaged in the worship of God are fighting tooth and nail over worship, resulting in disunity and division. 
This travesty in the church is a scourge to our witness and a plague on our unity and it must come to an end!


So you may be wondering why we are studying the topic of worship and music at this particular moment in the life of this church.
· One reason is because of the real and present danger that the worship wars bring to a church that is ill prepared to answer the basic questions in relation to its worship and music. Disunity and division pose a great threat to the health and vitality of any church. These demons lurk at the door-step of every Evangelical church in America over the topic of worship. As one writer put it “worship is the issue of the day.” 

· I think it is also important to study the topic of worship and music because of the almost total and ubiquitous confusion over the practice of worship in the Evangelical church. For the most part people are missing the real issues behind the worship wars and the subject of worship itself.
· We are also studying this topic because the pervasive pragmatic me-centered American spirit in which we all grew up with and were raised on. This spirit plays the most significant role in fostering the worship wars and we must learn how we can move beyond this deeply rooted pragmatism. 

· Finally we are also studying worship and music because it is absolutely essential for the health and future of this church body that we come to a common biblical ground on which we can all stand on the subject of worship with the hope that in the end we can be truly that worshipping community that God desires us to be. 


Before we begin to look at the Second Principle of Biblical Worship let’s take a couple of minutes to review some of the propositions from last week’s message.

1. You may remember that I said that one of the most common comments that I hear people say is this, “It doesn’t matter what kind of music you use in worship as long as the words are biblical.” 
· This is a widely held opinion by many in the Evangelical world and will come up often in your discussions with others on the topic of music and worship. 

· Within this same discussion you will also often hear the twin sister of this first opinion, “as long as the heart is right the music and words are not important.” 

· Although there is a nugget of truth in both of these statements (i.e. biblical words are important in worship and true heart felt worship is essential) they are also not telling the whole story. 
· So for now in our discussion I will proceed with the conviction that some music is indeed appropriate for worship and that some is indeed inappropriate for worship regardless of the propriety of the words or the passion of the heart. 
2. Another point that we discussed is the root of the divisiveness of music in the church today. 

· It is likely that the single most influential driving force behind the worship wars that many churches are experiencing has more to do with the differences in our personal preferences, our likes and dislikes, our traditions and cultural influences than about a philosophy of worship that is based on solid biblical study. 
3. For that reason I said it is important for us to have some source of unity (Bob Kauflin) or as Harold Best said (to have a driving central world view) of worship that informs our decision making and becomes the fabric of our unity. 

· The place that we will find such an unchangeable and foundational driving central world view of worship will not come from our traditions, our culture, or our personal likes and dislikes but on a “full blown theology of God that puts music in its place along with many other things.” (Harold Best). 
· So it is absolutely essential that we go to the Scriptures to help us make biblically informed choices when it comes to worship and music. Later we will spend an entire morning on this subject. 
4. Finally in our quest to make these informed biblical choices we must exercise grace towards one another. There are many sincere and God fearing people who come out on different sides of this issue. And none of us has it all together. None of us have arrived at a full understanding. So we search together in a spirit of love and grace. 


Now the title of these messages is:

“The Ten Principles of Biblical Worship and their application to the local church. 

And last week we went over principle number one which we said was the bedrock of our driving central world view of worship. 
That first principle is this:

Principle #1 Biblical worship is directed towards 
God and God alone.
From this proposition I pointed out three things that are of first importance to this first principle. 
1. The first point is that biblical worship that is directed towards God begins with an understanding of the fearful awesomeness and holiness of the God we worship.
· As Ron Betchel reminds us “no meeting with God is a casual one thus no element of worship including our music should be casual or carelessly presented.” 
Last week I emphasized more the transcendent nature of the God we worship, and rightly so because I am convinced that in many worship services this aspect is wanting.

· But if we are going to be fully biblical and balanced in our theology of the God we worship we must proclaim and teach that God is both transcendent (i.e. exalted over all His works, deserving utmost adoration and praise) and immanent (i.e. near to all his creatures) as well. 
I like the way John Frame “frames this truth.”

“A Biblically balanced view of worship must take into account both God’s transcendence and his immanence, His exaltation and his nearness, His majestic holiness and His immeasurable love”

“This balance is not always easy to maintain. Churches that focus on divine transcendence are in danger of making God appear distant, aloof, unfriendly, unloving, and devoid of grace. Churches that focus on God’s immanence sometimes lose sight of His majesty and purity, His hatred of sin, and the consequent seriousness of any divine-human encounter.” 

“To maintain this balance, we must go back again and again to the Scriptures themselves so that we may please God in worship rather than merely acting on our own intuitions.” 

2. The second point I made was that Biblical worship that is directed towards God requires a proper theological understanding of who God is. Anything else verges on idolatry because we are worshipping a God of our own fabrication. 
· As Howard Best reminds us, “We have an astonishing potential among us to whittle God down to the size and shape of our worship theology. 
So I think it is important to approach this driving central world view with the belief that; 
“The more we know God biblically the more biblically informed our worship and music decisions will be.”
3. Finally I pointed out that Biblical worship that is directed towards God allows no rivals. We cannot worship God and ourselves or anything else at the same time. 
· When God and God alone is our greatest joy than worship is truly God focused and empowered by a mutual love. 
So now with that review in hand let’s take a few minutes to look at our second principle which is the really the second piece of the same bedrock upon which our driving central world view of worship rests. 



Principle #2 Biblical Worship is centered on the person and work of Jesus Christ.

I think that the most clarifying and pointed statement in the New Testament on to the subject of worship is found in the conversation that Jesus had with the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s Well. 
So let’s turn to that story in John chapter 4 and see if we can glean some valuable truths from this encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman. 
Read John 4:19-24
So what principles can we learn from this story about worship.
1. The first thing we can learn about worship is that true worship of God is rooted in the salvation history of the nation of Israel. 
“Jesus tells us that salvation is from the Jews.” 
· It was God’s own determination to not only make himself known to the world but to reveal his will, his word, and his salvation through only one nation, the nation of Israel.

·  This plan of salvation began with one individual Abraham and found its culmination in one individual the Jewish Messiah Jesus. 
2. The second thing this story teaches us is that it is indeed possible, like this Samaritan woman, to worship in a wrong way. According to Jesus she was worshipping that which she did not know. Why! 
· Her worship was uninformed and ill-informed. She didn’t know the God she was worshipping and she was worshipping in the wrong place and in the wrong manner.
· This episode I think adds one more strong point to the argument that there is indeed a right way to worship God and a wrong way to worship God and we need to know the difference. 
3. A third thing that this encounter with the Samaritan woman reveals is that beginning with the birth of Jesus Christ a dramatic historical shift in worship occurred. 
· At the time of Jesus’ conversation with the Samaritan woman this shift had already taken place. 
· A new paradigm of worship had been introduced by God’s own determination, and that paradigm is the same one that we now worship under two thousand years later. 
· So we see just how significant the coming of Jesus Christ was to the whole subject of worship, both in heaven and on earth, so much so that it changed the entire pattern and model of worship. More on that later. 

4. The fourth truth this encounter reveals is that this new paradigm of worship is based on two clearly definable factors. Those who would worship God must now (and I would suggest that we underline and highlight that word must in our thinking about this subject) worship Him in spirit and truth. 
5. A fifth truth about worship that we learn from this encounter is that this new paradigm of worship is not geographically fixed. Since it is worship that is empowered and enabled by the Holy Spirit true worship has no geographical borders, or fixed temples or high places. 
6. Finally from this encounter we learn that God is actively seeking worshippers who will worship Him in spirit and in truth. 
· This is another fundamental truth about worship that we as the true holy priests of God should understand and apply to our everyday lives. God wants us to worship Him and He is actively seeking those who will worship him the way He has determined worship should be. 

Now over the next several weeks we will be referring back to these six points when they are important to our discussion. 



For our lesson this morning I want to look at this story from John chapter 4 and see how it informs our second proposition that:

Biblical worship is centered on the person and work of Jesus Christ?

When Jesus told the Samaritan woman that God was seeking worshippers who would worship Him in spirit and in truth, the “truth” part of that amazing declaration is found in the person and work of Jesus Christ. Let me make the point from Scripture. 
Jesus said in John 14:6-7 that:
“I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life, no one can come to the Father except through me.” 
John 14:6-7
From Jesus own lips comes the declaration that He himself is The Truth. He didn’t say he was a truth, or some truth, or a part of the cosmic truth, but The Truth. 

· And the conclusion that we must draw from Jesus statement to the Samaritan woman and His statement here in John chapter 14 is this: 
Not only can no one come to the Father apart from Jesus Christ but no one can worship God in a way that is acceptable to Him except through 
His Son Jesus Christ.

This truth is a critical pass/fail point in our central driving world view of worship. It is the view that separates us as the true worshippers of God from all other religions who are false worshippers of God. 

Illustration: I met a young fire fighter here this week and he told me that he had left Christianity and had become a Jew. I was shocked because you rarely hear of conversions going in this direction. But I was also saddened because I understand that in rejecting Jesus he was rejecting God’s way of approaching him and worshipping him. He was missing God’s new paradigm of worship that everyone must conform to in order to worship God in a way that pleases Him. And central to the new paradigm of worship is the Truth himself Jesus Christ. 


Jesus also said in John chapter 15:

“I am the TRUE Vine and my Father is the gardener.”
John 15:1
In biblical history and in the Hebrew mind-set the vine metaphor was a symbol of Israel and Judaism. So when Jesus calls Himself the “True Vine” He is making a shocking statement that only a Jew could fully appreciate.
· What Jesus is saying is that Judaism is no longer the acceptable paradigm for approaching God or worshipping God. Those who come to God the Gardener of the Vineyard must now come to Him and worship Him in “Truth,” that is through the “True Vine” himself, Jesus Christ the Son of God.  



The Apostle Paul also gives evidence for the Truth that Jesus is the only mediator for our worship. 

“For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”

I Timothy 2:5
Here Paul quotes the most important truth in Judaism and really the very heart of Judaism itself, the Shema; the belief that there is only one God. 
· But in the same breath he also makes the shocking statement that there is also only one mediator between God and men. 
The world in its own efforts to circumvent God’s one way plan of salvation have denounced the narrow-mindedness of such claims as those of Paul and of Jesus and have fabricated a “many ways theology” that teaches that God can be reached through Buddhism, or through the Bahai faith, or through nature worship, or through Islam. 
Most people believe that as long as one is sincere in his faith it really doesn’t matter what path we take to God. 
· Here again you see the danger in believing that as long as one is sincere it justifies everything we do. This not only pertains to our salvation but to our worship of God as well. We are not free to make our own path to God or to worship Him in any manner that we please. 
This kind of thinking overflows into our ideas of worship and the belief that as long as our heart is right, it matters not the form our worship takes. 

· But all these ways or paths according to God are false roads that only lead to destruction. There is but only one mediator and there is but one way to worship God and it is through Jesus Christ. 



Finally Peter enters into the discussion and says this:

“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

I Peter 2:5-6

Peter is telling us that the only true spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to God are those made through Jesus Christ and only those that are made through Jesus Christ. There is no other acceptable way to worship God. 
· We are a holy priesthood whose priestly duty and joy it is to offer up acceptable sacrifices to God through Jesus Christ. 

Now if as God’s holy priesthood we are still inclined to think that it really doesn’t matter how we worship God or if we are not convinced that God is extremely particular about how He is worshipped or about His own Holiness and the honor of His name than let’s remind ourselves once again of the story of the first holy priests of God, Nahab and Abihu. 
Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in them and added incense; and they offered unauthorized fire before the Lord, contrary to his command. So fire came out from the presence of the Lord and consumed them and they died before the Lord.”
Moses then said to Aaron, “This is what the Lord spoke of when he said: ‘Among those who approach me I will show myself holy; in the sight of all people

 I will be honored.”

Aaron remained silent

Leviticus 10:1-3
As a holy priesthood we must not only take our priesthood seriously but we must also take the form of our worship seriously as well. 

· Jesus Christ is the only mediator of our worship. He makes it acceptable because we are approaching God in the only way that He has said was acceptable to Him. 

Corum Deo

When we say that Biblical worship is centered on the person and work of Christ we are really looking to that one event in time and space that made it all possible. 
The Cross of Jesus Christ.
The writer of Hebrews says this: 
“Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God.” 

Hebrews 10:19-22

It is Christ’s sacrifice alone on the cross of Calvary that enables us to approach God in worship. There is no other saving act in history that will accomplish what the cross accomplishes on behalf of mankind. 

· This is why the worship songs that we sing are so often about the cross of Jesus Christ, and about blood of Christ, and about the sacrifice He made. And this emphasis in our worship is indeed appropriate because the sacrificial act of Jesus Christ sent the heavens into unending chorus of worship.  

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor 

and glory and praise.”
Rev. 5:12
“To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power for ever and ever”

Rev. 5:13
One truth that is absolutely essential to our driving central world view of worship is that God has declared the worthiness of His Son to be given the same worship as He receives. 

· This is what truly separates us from Jewish worshippers or Islamic worshippers or any other worshippers for that matter. 

If we are wrong in this than we are guilty of breaking the Second Commandment. This is how much is on the line when it comes to making the statement that biblical worship is centered on the person and work of Jesus Christ. If it is not we are all idolaters. 

· But if we are right and if we follow the biblical record and God’s revelation than our worship must not only be directed to God the Father but also to God the Son as well. 
Now and in eternity the church will always be a community of the cross, for it has been brought into being by the cross and the focus of its worship is the Lamb once slain now glorified. So the community of the cross is a community of celebration, a Eucharistic community continually offering to God a continual 
sacrifice of praise.

-John Stott
God is seeking worshippers and part of our priestly duty as a holy priesthood is to continually offer to God our sacrifices of praise and worship. 

· Does your daily activity reflect your calling as a holy priest? If it does not than I would encourage you to begin to fulfill your high calling and become the worshipper of God that God desires you to be. 

Next week we will look at the spirit portion of the spirit and truth statement of Jesus found in John chapter 4 and complete the Trinitarian Foundation of our driving central world view of worship that we have been working through. 
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