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May 3rd 2009
The Principles of 
Biblical Worship
Part 8
Biblical Worship is Unifying in the Midst of Diversity. 
“You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus”

Galatians 3:26-28
“But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body.”

I Corinthians 12:18-20
“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Romans 15:5-6
How many here know what the “Jim Crow Laws” referred to? 

· The Jim Crow Laws were state and local laws that were passed after the Civil War and for almost one hundred years there after (1876 to 1965) segregated African Americans from whites in almost every arena of life. 
· The Jim Crow Laws led to widespread segregation of schools, places of public assembly, public transportation, restrooms and restaurants. 

· Many Jim Crow Laws went as far as outlawing marriage between Blacks and Whites. 

African Americans, although legally and constitutionally free, could not, in many places in the United States, go to school with whites, eat with whites in public places, use the same bathrooms as whites and could go to jail for marrying a white person. 

I know that sounds amazing to us now. For most of us when we look back at this aspect of our history we are shocked and saddened by it. We think of ourselves (and rightly so) as more enlightened than many of our forbears who enacted and supported such laws. 
· We not only have the advantage of an historical perspective from which to view the tragedy of racial segregation but we can now acknowledge our own prejudices and agree that racial segregation is wrong both socially and biblically. 



Thankfully our Nation has labored long and hard to end the sinful practice of racial segregation. 

· It has been a painful and difficult struggle but we are learning that as one nation, one people, under God, we must live together or suffer the consequences that deep internal division can bring to a nation. 


Sadly this great lesson that our nation has learned has been almost entirely lost on the Evangelical church. Martin Luther King quoting an oft uttered phrase by Billy Graham said: 

“Eleven o’clock Sunday morning is still the most segregated hour in America”

This quote refers specifically to the existence of “all white churches” and “all black churches” worshipping in the same town and sometimes even on the same street corner. 

· Churches have fallen far behind our culture and are still highly segregated. But this segregation is by choice which makes it all the more tragic. 

· This sort of ethnic segregation in the church is still strong and in my opinion is a blemish on the testimony and witness of the unifying nature of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 



But over the last thirty or so years an even more insidious form of voluntary segregation has crept almost unawares into the church. 
· It is a segregation that threatens to split congregations not so much along ethnic lines, although as I said that is still taking place, but more along generational lines and lines of personal preference. 
· This is especially true of personal preferences in music and worship. 
When it comes to personal preferences in music our tastes as a church are all over the board. 

· We are a highly musical culture and every one of us has some opinion about the kind of music we like to listen to and worship with. 
· These preferences may be shaped by a number of things including our age, generation, education, family history etc. 

· I may not like the kind of music you listen to and you may not like the kind of music I listen to. 

· I may even think the music you listen to is bad or evil!

It is an undeniable fact that most of us have strongly held opinions concerning musical tastes. 

· And so we bring all this into the church; a church that historically has used some form of music to accompany the words that we use in our worship. 

· In fact musical tastes, especially in this generation probably more than any other time in the history of the church, are a unique part of our diversity. 

How we deal with this diversity of musical tastes in the church is the issue at hand.

We really have only two options. Like the generations of Americans that dealt with racial prejudice in the past we can do one of two things. 
We can segregate or we can integrate.

With this in mind then I would like to present the 8th principle of biblical worship:

Biblical Worship is Unifying in the 

Midst of Diversity. 



We talked to some degree last week about unity as it relates to biblical worship. And I would like to continue that thought. 
In the text that we just read Paul tells us that in the midst of our diversity:

· “We are all one in Christ Jesus”
· “We are each individual, unique, and essential parts of one body where each part is vitally dependent on the other.”

· “And that with one heart and voice we are to glorify God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

When the apostle s speaks about the church he always does so with oneness in mind. 

· For Paul unity is absolutely essential and must be tenaciously guarded. Nothing is to be done in the church that destroys the unity of the Spirit.  

The real wonder and miracle of Christian unity is that it is expressed and lived out in the midst of glaring diversity. 

· This is what makes the unity of the church such a profound witness to the reconciling power of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 



Now I just said earlier that we have only two options when faced with the strong musical diversity in the church. 

· We can either segregate or we can integrate. 

Let’s take a moment to look at these two options and evaluate them biblically. 

Segregation

Many churches have chosen to meet the challenge of musical diversity in the church by segregating the congregation. 

· Now of course they would not call it that. They might say they are meeting the needs of all its members. 

· But like it or not in the end this is exactly what is taking place.
One of the latest trends in worship is to offer to the congregation different worship styles or “services” to meet the congregation’s personal tastes. 

· For the more “seasoned” saints there is the “traditional” service with hymn singing and many other things associated with “traditional” worship. 

· Then there is the worship service for the middle aged and married adults. The music is softer rock in the style that this age group is most familiar with.
· And of course there is the service for the young people with the glitzy worship leaders and electric guitars, electric bass and drums pounding out a rhythmic beat that can be heard three blocks away. 

Let me give you another real life example.
The Saddleback Church web-Site where Rick Warren is pastor says this: 
“Not everyone has the same taste in worship style. That's why we've put together different worship venues on the Saddleback campus each weekend. At these venues, you'll get the same teaching as everyone else through a live video feed from the main service, but with a smaller, more intimate style. Plus, each of the venues has live bands with a little different music style than the Worship Center”

Some of the ‘styles’ offered at Saddleback.

OverDrive is our venue featuring a rock 'n roll music style. This venue is for those that like their worship loud. OverDrive meets in Venue Tent 2.”
“Ohana Come for the worship... Stay for the sounds of the islands. Experience hospitality and hugs. Learn to worship through signing or hula. Room 404 near the Beach Cafe and island huts.”

“Country Country music, boots, and buckles are all part of this worship experience with a videocast message. Line dancing for novices and experienced dancers happens after the service”
Let me give you another example:
Chapel Hill in Gig Harbor has this web-site information on their Worship Services. 
· We call our 8:15 and 9:30 services "blended," in that they blend the best of traditional hymns with contemporary praise music. You'll hear electric guitar and drums as well as organ and piano and choir. The order of service has some traditional elements and some more contemporary ones.

· Our 10:57 modern worship service emphasizes the newest, band-driven music, a greater visual impact through video, and more time spent in worship through song. The feeling is more informal and relational.
These are just two examples of this approach to worship. 



Now let’s take a moment to evaluate this approach.

If a person is given so many options of worship what do you think is the driving force behind the choice of the service they will attend?

· In almost every case I would suspect that it is their personal taste. 
· Some might say something like, “this music speaks to me” but in the final analysis it still has to do with what we “like.” 
· But let’s face it this is not much different than entering a large movie theater where 10 movies are showing and picking a Western over a comedy simply on the basis of your likes and dislikes. 

Now what is the danger in this approach?

· Let’s first be fair and say that there is nothing wrong with liking a particular style of worship. I think the problem begins when we are given a number of worship venues by the leadership in the church.  

· A multitude of worship venues divides the church and segregates the Body of Christ into groups that are distinguished only by a particular worship style they enjoy. This of course will often fall out right down generational lines.  

· What you wind up with is disfigured expressions of the body of Christ. Young people with young people, middle aged with middle aged, and older people with older people. In effect three generationally dysfunctional churches. 
There is absolutely no historical warrant for congregational segregation based on musical styles. I believe the church Fathers would have been appalled at this trend. 

There is also not one shred of biblical support for this approach to worship which always views worship as a corporate expression. 
· In fact the scriptures that we just read would cry out against such segregation. 


Another danger in this approach is that offering different worship services caters to our sinful drive as people who always want things our own way. 
· This is a by-produce of a consumer driven culture and a lukewarm Christianity.  
· We come to church looking for the same emotional charge that we get when we go to the movies, or watch television, or listen to our favorite music. 

Let me remind you once again of something that Harold Best said in his book “Unceasing Worship.”

“To divide congregations into age groups, style groups and preference groups is to be semi or even pseudocorporate.” 

“The body of Christ is chronologically and stylistically whole as it is spiritually whole. It is ironic, worse, scripturally troublesome, to see local assemblies broken into groups, each doing their niche worship, for that is all it really seems to be.” 
So what is the answer to our diversity of musical tastes?

I believe that worship must be integrated instead of segregated.
Again I turn to Harold Best who makes this significant point. He writes: 
The church desperately needs an artistic reformation that accomplishes two things at once:
First it needs to take music out of the limelight and put Christ and his Word back into prominence.

Second it needs to strive creatively for a synthesis of new, old and crosscultural styles.” 



Although we have talked to some length about Best’s first point, for our discussion I want to concentrate on his second point. 
Best says the church needs a reformation that:

Strives creatively for a synthesis of new, old and crosscultural styles.” 

When Best uses the word synthesis here he is speaking of what we have already talked about; integration. 

We cannot deny the fact that we all have different tastes in music. This is a fact of life in the church. 
This is something that we are going to have to deal with because we are a musically diverse people. 
· And we are people who by our very nature segregate into groups that like the same thing that we like. 

But the bible teaches us that God has made His people into one new man. 
· And this one new man which is made up of many diverse parts is to reflect the unity of the Spirit and the dynamic nature of the Body of Christ. 
· God has, although here is where the analogy breaks down a bit, integrated His people through the gospel. 


Now in the midst of our diversity of musical tastes we must continue to remember that some music and musical styles are not appropriate for worship.

· Yet the fact remains that many styles of music are indeed appropriate for worship. 
· And some of these styles are not programmed on your personal musical hard-drive. 
· In other words there are some musical styles that are appropriate for worship but you just don’t like them. 
So what are we to do?

· The answer I think is to recognize the appropriate genres of music and musical tastes among us and then to synthesize them into one worship service in a way that both builds up every member of the body of Christ and preserves the unity and the “one man” Christian expression of the gospel. 

John Frame summarizes this by saying:

“Unless it can be shown to be inappropriate for worship, everyone’s music should be heard: old people’s and young people’s music; European, African American, and other ethnic music, complex music and simple music. This is how we defer to one another; serve one another, in the body of Jesus Christ.” 
Now of course I would be extremely careful with throwing the doors open to “everyone’s worship.” 

· This is a recipe for disaster if there are not clear guidelines to follow. 

Let me conclude then by saying that I am strongly in favor of what I will begin referring to as “synthesized” worship. 

· I am not talking about a “blended” worship service. 
· This term carries a cargo ship full of baggage and does not include the depth of the biblical qualifications, principles and parameters that define and inform what I am calling a synthesized worship service.  
What would synthesized worship look like?
· First, because of the principle that biblical worship should be mutually edifying and spiritually unifying, I think that synthesized worship will reflect the unique culture of the local church body. 
· To that end synthesized worship would incorporate the worship songs and musical styles that reflect the broad range of musical tastes in the local congregation. 
· It is clear that different styles of music touch people differently. We all know that. 
· Therefore no one’s musical preferences should be excluded if they can be shown to be biblical in content, form, and expression. 
These three criteria (content, form, and expression) we have yet to speak on in great detail. 
Additionally in order for worship songs and musical styles to be part of a synthesized worship service they would also have to be:
· Pleasing to God and focused on God and not man.

· Not overtly offensive to any member of the congregation. 
· Presented in such a way that each member is built up and unity is not compromised. 
· Finally, the music itself must be synthesized so that styles and genres compliment each other in the musical presentation instead of conflicting musically. 

· This of course will take some fore-thought and ability on the part of the person synthesizing the worship service. 



But the bottom line is this. Churches that use multiple worship venues are promoting congregational segregation and a seriously blurred and confused testimony of the oneness of the Christian community. 

Synthesized worship services recognize and affirm the musical diversity within a particular local congregation without dividing it into stylistic camps. 

And then using sound biblical principles seeks to synthesize all appropriate musical tastes into a single God centered worship service that is meaningful for everyone. 


Home Work

With your understanding of the unique character and nature of our own congregation, design a “synthesized” worship service. 
· Pick out the songs that you think represent the musical tastes of the whole congregation using the principles we have already studied. Try and not leave anyone out. 
· Discuss what instruments you would use and why. 

· Discuss what instruments you would avoid and why.

Remember the context of the synthesized worship service is you particular congregation. 

In conclusion
In the whole discussion of worship let’s keep in mind that we have in a way been forced to address this issue because of the breadth of musical expression in our culture. 

If there were only one or two genres of music that we had at our disposal it would be a simple issue. But such is not the case. 

We are struggling with a unique phenomenon that has little president in the history of the church. How we deal with it will be a part of church history in the succeeding generation.

Let us pray that when our chapter is written our response was pleasing to God. 

[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]



PAGE  
19

