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April 26th 2009
The Principles of 
Biblical Worship
Part 7
Biblical worship must be mutually edifying and 

Spiritually unifying. 
This week I received from a young lady the Order of the Wedding Ceremony that I am going to officiate for her and her future husband next month. 

As I read over the material the first thing that caught my eye was the song that was to be played during the bridal party processional. 

It was the same song that my wife and I played at our wedding as she walked up the isle. In fact it is the same song that I have heard played in almost every wedding I have been to over the last several years. 

The song is of course Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring. 

When I read that this song was in the wedding it hit me. I had a rare flash of insight. 

Why do people select this particular piece of music so often for weddings? It’s because it is majestic and transcendent. It is a beautiful song that seems to appeal to all genders and ages. You can’t listen to it without feeling that there is something special even spiritual about it. 

Then I thought to myself why don’t people play the Leave it to Beaver or Gilligan’s Island theme songs for weddings; because they just don’t fit the majesty and grandeur of the moment? It would be as out of place as a tuxedo on a pig. 

Then another flash of insight hit me and I realized once again why we should be careful and make sure that the music we sing in our worship fit the majesty and grandeur of the One we worship.

Let me remind you once again of a quote by Ron Betchel who wrote: 

“No meeting with God is a casual one. Thus, no element of our worship, including our music, should be casual or carelessly presented. Both the words we sing, the thoughtfulness with which we express them, and the music we employ must reflect a seriousness that honors the greatness and grandeur of our God.” 


If you remember last week I made the point at the end of our message on biblical worship that worship is for the sake of God’s glory and God’s glory alone. 
Our worship should be pleasing to Him and bring glory to Him.
This means that everything we do in worship must be closely scrutinized to make absolutely sure that our music, our words, our actions, and anything else we do, brings the full weight of our attentions, intentions, and affections on the glory of God.
This is the vertical dimension of worship.
But there is also a horizontal dimension of worship as well. 
· And if our worship is to be truly biblical we must not overlook this important aspect of worship. 
Let me give you two important scriptures that address the horizontal aspect of worship. These by the way are only two among many. 
“What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All these must be done for the strengthening of the church.”

I Corinthians 14:26 
~
“Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace for there is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called, one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.”

Ephesians 4:3-6
Let’s take a moment to examine the two texts we have just read. 

Paul tells us in I Corinthians 14:26 

“When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All these must be done for the strengthening of the church.”

Paul is giving us a fundamental truth about worship in the church. 
· Paul is saying here that unless what we do in the church strengthens the church then by implication it should not be done at all. 
· This includes all aspects of our worship gathering including the worship songs we sing. 

What is interesting in Paul’s extended argument is that even things that are “good” can be misused. For that reason Paul placed certain guidelines and restrictions for corporate worship. 

But the bottom line for Paul was this: unless what we do strengthens the Body of Christ we should not do it. For those of us contemporary Christians that certainly would include the music we sing and the styles of music we use in worship. 

In Ephesians 4:3-6 Paul tells us that we are to make every effort to keep or maintain the unity of the Spirit. 

· To make every effort includes everything that we do as a faith community including the corporate worship we offer to God; a worship which by the way which is offered to God in spirit in the unity of the Holy Spirit. 
· If we are engaged in things that cause disunity, even worship, than we are violating Paul’s command to keep the Unity of the Spirit. 



Let me repeat once again what we said last week. One of the biblical criteria for worship is that it must be pleasing to God and for God’s Glory and God’s glory alone.

· So when we examine each element and circumstance of worship we must ask ourselves: 
“Does this please God and bring glory to God and God alone or is man getting some of the glory?”
But another question that is just as important and that stands along side the first is this. 

“Does our particular expression of worship build up the church or tear it down. Does our expression of worship maintain the Unity of the Spirit or does it cause factions and disunity?
I am now firmly convinced from my own study of worship that if we seriously ask ourselves these two questions it will serve as a reliable and sure way to evaluate worship where ever we find it in the church. 
So let me present to you our seventh principle of biblical worship:


Biblical Worship must be mutually edifying and spiritually unifying. 

Now I acknowledge that it may seem troubling and even unbiblical to say that worship that is pleasing and acceptable to God hinges on whether we as God’s people are acting in a loving and charitable manner when we gather together as God’s people. 
But this is surely the case. 
John Frame in his book “Contemporary Worship Music” had this to say about this particular point:

“Worship has both a vertical and a horizontal focus. It seeks to glorify God and to edify the congregation. These are not; of course, separate from one another, since God is glorified in the edification of his people and since people are edified only in learning how to better 

glorify God” 

I think we could just as easily replace the word edify in Frame’s statement and also add the word unity. 
Worship . . . seeks to glorify God and unify the congregation . . . God is glorified in the unity of his people. 

I think that most of us would agree that God is indeed glorified when His people worship in unity. 
My conclusion than is this: 

“Biblical worship that glorifies and pleases God is worship that also builds up and unifies God’s people.” 
· Like love and marriage, you can’t have one without the other. 
Corum Deo

There is no question that when it comes to making biblically informed choices about worship we face a multitude of differing opinions even if we have solid principles in hand. 

When we ask questions like; does this worship please God; does this worship bring glory to God; does this worship build up the church and does this worship keep the unity of the Spirit, we recognize that these questions are somewhat subjective and open to a number of differing opinions. 
And of course the more I study this topic the more impressed I am that we must tread cautiously lest we find ourselves opposing the work of God. 

So I have a little homework for all of us based on the principles we have studied thus far and applied to a case study. 
I would like you to think through the case study and answer a few questions. Please take some time to write out your answer so that you can share them in an informal study time coming to a family home near you. 
· A few of the questions will require some additional biblical thinking since we have not covered everything yet. Again be sure to support your answers biblically. 

Case Study: 

There once was a church on the corner of a busy street in a prosperous Midwestern city. For years this church had been a real blessing both to its members as well as the community it so diligently served in the name of its Lord. 

The church wasn’t big by today’s standards, they had an average attendance of about 120 people, but the people were loving and kind to each other and really enjoyed being together. It was as one person put it a “great family church.”

It so happened, as it does with all churches, that the founding pastor who had led the church faithfully for so many years retired and the church was challenged with finding a new pastor. 

There were those in the congregation who wanted a more experienced and seasoned man but there was also a growing contingent of members who wanted a younger man with more enthusiasm and youthful vigor. 

Eventually the pastoral search committee selected an attractive and energetic young man fresh out of seminary whose only experience in ministry was a short stint as a youth pastor and a couple of years as a worship leader. 

At first everything seemed to go well. The congregation liked its new pastor. The new pastor was eager and enthusiastic about evangelism and had a strong desire to see the church grow in numbers. 

In an effort to see the numbers grow the new pastor proposed making some changes in the little church. One of these changes was in the music. It was this pastor’s belief that a more contemporary worship style would attract more people to the church. 

As long as anyone could remember traditional hymns had been the staple of worship music in the church. There had never been any complaint or dispute over music. Music had just never been a real issue in the life of this church.

But the new pastor pushed hard and convinced the elders that change was indeed necessary.  

So it came to pass that one Sunday morning the congregation was introduced for the first time to electric guitars, drums, and an overhead screen displaying words and flashing pictorials. 

The old and familiar hymns had been replaced with more contemporary songs with a pulsating musical beat and decibel levels so high those with hearing aids had to turn them off. 

Over the course of the next few weeks something began to happen in this little church as factions began to form over the style of music now being used for worship. The young people seemed to like the new music but many of the “seasoned” saints were vocally upset with the direction the church was taking. 

Things finally reached a head at a congregational meeting where the young pastor said: 

“Our mission is to reach the lost and music is the best evangelistic tool that we have do draw people to into the church. Times are changing people and we must change with them. If the kind of kind of music we are using bothers you so much than you should go somewhere else where they sing the kind of worships songs you like.”

Six months after the change in worship style the little church had lost more than half of its membership who fled their beloved church to join other churches in the city. 

But something else also happened as well. The little church began to attract many more young people and some younger families. Eventually it became a model of church growth to many of the other churches of the city. 

In the end the once multi-generational church had become a homogeneous church full of young people and known throughout the city for its ministry to youth.  

Here are some questions for thought and discussion. 

1. In your opinion what was wrong with the little church before the new pastor came? 
2. What do you think of the church’s decision to go with youth over experience in selecting a pastor? 

3. What do you think of the pastor’s decision to change music styles to attract more people to the church?
4. Reflect on and evaluate the pastor’s statement at the congregational meeting where he said: 

 “Our mission is to reach the lost and music is the best evangelistic tool that we have do draw people to into the church. Times are changing people and we must change with them. If the kind of kind of music we are using bothers you so much than you should go somewhere else where they sing the kind of worships songs you like.”

· List the biblical principles that you feel affirm or deny the young pastor’s approach to the division caused by the new music. 

· Was his “pastoral” response to the concerns of the congregation biblical? If not why not? 

5. Did those who left the church add to the disunity of the church or was their leaving biblically defendable? 

6. Finally, how would you have brought peace and unity to this situation if it was totally in your power to do so? Remember to respond as biblically as possible

Be sure to write your answers down and be ready to share them with others over a piece of hot berry pie and ice cream(. 
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