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August 2nd 2009

Walking with the Master
Lesson #8
“The Sermon on the Mount” 
Introduction to the Beatitudes 

Read Matthew 5:1-10
One Sunday as they drove home from church, a little girl turned to her mother and said, “Mommy, there is something about the preacher’s message this morning that I don’t understand.” The mother said, “Oh? What is it?” 
The little girl replied, “Well, he said that God is bigger than we are. He said that God is so big that He could hold the world in His hand. Is that true?” the mother replied, “Yes, that’s true honey.” 
“But mommy, he also said that God comes to live inside of us when we believe on Jesus as our Savior. Is that true too?” Again, the mother assured the little girl that what the pastor had said was true. 

With a puzzled look on her face the little girl asked, “If God is bigger than us and He lives in us, wouldn’t He show through?” 


Today we begin a study of what are commonly called the Beatitudes. 
The Beatitudes are, if I might use the wisdom of a little girl, God showing through in the heart and the life of a person who is being supernaturally transformed from a rebellious sinner into an obedient child of the Most High God. 

· The Beatitudes are one of those unique places in the Scriptures where we get a clear description and verbal picture of the character and heart of a citizen of the kingdom of God. 

Now before we take a close look at each of the eight Beatitudes I want to do an overview that should set the stage for a more thorough study and understanding of each of the Beatitudes. 

To do this I want us to look at two points in particular this morning: I want us to look at: 
1. The people described in the Beatitudes.

2. The blessing promised in the Beatitudes. 

As I said we will look extensively at each of the beatitudes individually in the coming weeks. 


First let’s look at:

The People Described in the Beatitudes

The first part of each of the eight Beatitudes gives a description of a particular aspect of personal character:
Character by definition is: 

The combination of qualities or features that distinguishes one person, group, or thing from another.
So what Jesus is describing in the first part of each of the Beatitudes are people who possess certain attributes, qualities, or features (things we call character) that uniquely distinguishes them other people. 

· We might call these things Kingdom characteristics or the character of the subjects of the Kingdom. 



It is important to understand that these individual character traits described by Jesus in the eight beatitudes are a collective whole rather than separate individual parts that are detached from each other. 
Let me explain.

When we think of Spiritual gifts for example we understand that not everyone has the same gift. 

· One person might have the gift of teaching while another person has the gift of administration. 

· One person has the gift of tongues while another has the gift of interpretation. 

Paul tells us that each of these gifts is given individually by the Holy Spirit as the Spirit chooses. 
· Paul also says that each person is to function within their Spiritual gifting for the building up of the body of Christ.

No one person has all the gifts of the Holy Spirit. They are dispersed among the body as the Holy Spirit wills. 

· And as such each true Christian is gifted in some way for the work of the ministry and the building up of the body of Christ. 

Paul reminds us that:

· Not everyone is a hand, or a foot, or an arm etc. 

· Each member, with their Spiritual gifting, makes a whole body. 



Now when we speak of the Fruit of the Spirit we need to recognize that unlike the Gifts of the Spirit the Fruit of the Holy Spirit is something that all people are expected to have as part of their character. 
· Love
· Joy

· Peace

· Patience

· Kindness

· Goodness

· Faithfulness

· Gentleness

· And self-control

These characteristics are all character qualities that the Holy Spirit produces in each born-again believer. 
A person for instance cannot say I have love and you have gentleness. 
· No! The gifts of the spirit make a collective whole of inseparable character qualities. 



Now when we come to the Beatitudes we have something more akin to the Fruit of the Holy Spirit than the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.  
The beatitudes are a description of the character of Christian people, or of kingdom people. They are:
· The poor in spirit

· They are those who mourn

· They are the meek

· They are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness.

· They are the merciful

· They are the pure in heart.

· They are the peacemakers.

· They are those who are persecuted for righteousness. 

These are all descriptions of the complex aggregate of characteristics of a true Christian person. 
· These individual character traits cannot be separated from each because they make up a whole. 

Again, these are not eight separate and distinct groups of disciples, some of whom are meek, while others are merciful. 

· The beatitudes describe the eight qualities of the same group who at one and the same time are meek and merciful, poor in spirit and pure in heart, mourning and hungry, peacemakers and persecuted (Stott). 


Let me say another word about the people described in the beatitudes. 

· They are not an elitist group. 

· They are not a small spiritual aristocracy remote from the more common Christian. 

The beatitudes are Christ’s own specification of what every Christian ought to be (Stott 31). 
Now let’s look at:

The blessings promised in the Beatitudes. 

Each of the Beatitudes begins with the word “blessed.” 

Some have said that the Beatitudes are actually an example of Jesus Christ’s own poetry. 

Lenski points out that: 

The beatitudes read like a Psalm as the word “blessed” is intoned again and again like the sound of the bells of heaven ringing down into this unblessed world from the cathedral spires of the kingdom inviting all men to enter (Lenski 183).


The word “blessed” is from the Greek word (used here as makarioi), and occurs at least fifty-five times in the New Testament. 
· The word is generally translated by the English word “blessed” or “happy.”
Although happy is a proper rendering, Stott points out that it can be seriously misleading to render makarios as “happy.”

· Happiness is a wholly subjective word in our vernacular and describes a transitive emotional state. 

But when Jesus uses the word makarios he is making an objective judgment about people of the kingdom. 

· He is declaring not only what the blessed may feel like (happy), but also what God thinks of them and what they possess (Stott).  
These people are blessed because:
· They posses the kingdom of heaven.

· They inherit the earth.

· They are comforted.

· Their hunger is satisfied.

· They receive mercy.

· They see God. 

· They are sons of God

· Their heavenly reward is great. 

These objective blessings go far beyond just making a person happy, although they surely will; 

· The word “Blessed” describes a person who is drenched in the heavenly rain of God’s blessed benevolence. 

And it is important to once again point out that all these blessing belong together as a complex whole. 
Let’s try and put this in perspective:

Just as the eight personal qualities that make up the first half of each Beatitude describe the fullness of each believer’s character:
· So also the eight blessings are given to every believer as well. 

Just as the eight personal qualities together constitute the responsibilities of the believer:

· So the eight blessings constitute the privileges of being a citizen of God’s kingdom. 



So the next big question is this:

“When do we realize the blessings of the beatitudes?”
· In other words are these blessing totally in the future or are they present for us today?
I think the answer is both. 

It is clear from Jesus’ teaching on the subject of the kingdom of God that the kingdom is a present reality which we can receive, inherit, and enter now. 

· In the same way we can also obtain mercy now.

· In the same way we are God’s children now.

So when it comes to the Blessings of the Beatitudes:
“We enjoy the first fruits now; the full harvest is yet to come”



There is one other extremely important issue that we need to address before we look individually at each of the Beatitudes next week and it is this:
Do the beatitudes teach a doctrine of salvation by human merit and good works?

The Beatitudes seem to indicate a merit/reward relationship between man and God even to the point that we earn our salvation through the attempted doing of the first part of the beatitudes. 

For example:
· Does not Jesus say clearly here that the merciful will obtain mercy?

· And does he not say clearly that pure in heart will see God.

· Are not those who make peace called the children of God?

There does seem to be on the surface a reward based response by God to a certain developed character and/or action on the part of an individual. 



If we strictly understand the Beatitudes in this way we would have to conclude that salvation is not based on grace but on the pureness of one’s heart. 

· But how pure does one’s heart have to be before God responds with His blessing?

In the same vein of thought the mercy that we receive from God would only come to us from God after we show mercy to others. 

· I ask again, to what degree do we have to show mercy to satisfy God to the point that he will respond to us in mercy? 
This of course would indeed be a merit/reward understanding of the Sermon on the Mount and clearly opposed to the gospel of grace. 
· Quite frankly this is why some theologians have relegated the Sermon on the Mount to pure Law and not the gospel.

So how are we to understand all this?

I think the answer to the dilemma is found in the Beatitudes themselves. 


Let’s examine the first Beatitude for a moment. Jesus Says:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 

What can be known about the poor in spirit? 
· The poor in spirit have nothing to offer God. 
· They are as Stott points out the “spiritually destitute.”
· They have nothing to offer God in return for the blessing of the kingdom of heaven. 
· They have no merit to bring a reward response from the Almighty what so ever. 

So what are we to conclude?

The first beatitude is a dramatic demonstration of God’s grace. 
And like the first Beatitude the remaining seven are also of grace and I will carefully point this out as we study each of the Beatitudes. 


But let us never forget that with grace comes responsibility: 

· Those who have graciously received mercy are to show mercy. 
· Those who are now at peace with God are to be peacemakers themselves. 
· Those who have been graciously forgiven are to also graciously forgive others. 

Corum Deo

So what is the purpose of the Beatitudes?

· We said two weeks that one of the “keys” to the whole Sermon on the Mount was the phrase:

“You shall not be like them”
But I think that there is another vista from which we can view the Sermon on the Mount and the Beatitudes and that vista has to do with the impact that the sermon has on the people who hear it. 
John Piper says that although Jesus preached this sermon specifically to His disciples he did so in a way that the crowds could hear him as well. 

The Scriptures tell us:

“Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them.”

Matthew 5:1-2
Although the disciples came to Jesus to be taught by him it is likely that the crowds listened in on the teaching as well. 

· Piper contends that Jesus actually intended for the crowds to hear as well. 
Thus many, including myself, see the Sermon on the Mount and specifically the Beatitudes as having two distinct purposes. 

· The first purpose shows the non-Christian (the crowds) that he cannot please God by himself (because he cannot obey the law) and so directs him to Christ to be justified. 

· The second purpose of the sermon shows the Christian (the disciples) who have already been to Christ for justification how to live so as to please God. 
The Reformers and the Puritans had a neat little summary of this: 
The law sends us to Christ to be justified, and Christ sends us back to the law to be sanctified.” 


This is the role of the Sermon on the Mount and specifically the Beatitudes.

· Every word crushes the unregenerate person who hears and reads it and forces them to admit that they are helpless to live this way. What are they to do?

· His only hope is to come to Jesus Christ who alone makes the tree good, who alone gives new life, who alone gives the Holy Spirit and the ability to produce fruit and a life that is pleasing to God.

Now restored and reconciled to God by grace the beatitudes and the Sermon on the Mount serve as the instructional tools that the Holy Spirit uses to graciously bring about change in a believer’s life. 
We call this transformation process:
Sanctification


The beatitudes challenge the child of God to higher and higher levels of Kingdom living and Kingdom character by reminding them what a citizen of the Kingdom looks like both inwardly (in the heart) and outwardly (in their actions):

· While at the same time reminding us of the blessings enjoyed by the subjects of the Kingdom. 


So here is our first homework assignment in the course Kingdom Living 101. 
“Commit to memory the Beatitudes”

We will not be transformed and guided by what we do not know. 
The Beatitudes like the other teaching of Christ are meant to be in our minds and in our hearts at all times. 

· The best way to begin this process is by taking the first step which is memorization. 

If you will take this first step it will be like setting the sails of a ship which the Holy Spirit will fill with the winds of God’s grace as he transforms us in ever-increasing measure unto the likeness of his Beloved Son. 
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