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July 26th 2009

Walking with the Master
Lesson #7

“The Sermon on the Mount” 
The Necessity of Obedience 

I suspect that most of you have seen at least once the 1965 movie adaptation of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Broadway musical titled The Sound of Music. 
If you haven’t seen it I am sure that you are at least familiar with the most popular song from that that movie, Do-re-me. 
· In the musical Julie Andrews who plays the character of Maria uses the song Do-re-me to teach the Von Trapp children how to sing. 

So with guitar in hand Maria begins the children’s musical education by singing the opening words of the song. 
The lyrics go like this: 

Let's start at the very beginning
A very good place to start
When you read you begin with A-B-C
When you sing you begin with do-re-mi
Of course the Von Trapp children who are musical prodigies catch on quickly and within minutes they are all bouncing around Strasburg singing perfect four part harmonies. 
Apparently the very beginning is, like Maria said, a very good place to start. 


I would say that under most circumstances this advice is certainly true. 

· But there are exceptions to Maria’s proverb.



When it comes to the Sermon on the Mount the very beginning is a very good place to start. 

· But I think that the very ending is an even better place to start. 

I have learned through past practice that reading the end of the Sermon on the Mount before turning to the very beginning has a profound affect on our response to the Sermon itself. 
· It is the ending of the Sermon that forces the reader or hearer to take seriously the content of the Sermon. 

I can guarantee that if, when you read the Sermon on the Mount, you begin with the very ending and not the very beginning it will have a profound affect on your response to the Sermon. 
That being said:

Let’s focus our attention today not to the very beginning of the Sermon on the Mount but to the climax or the very ending of the Sermon. 

Textually I believe the ending of the Sermon on the Mount begins in Matthew 7:13 and so this is where we will begin.

Matthew 7:13-27 
We have talked about this before but one of the most tragic and dangerous forms of deception we can ever encounter in life is spiritual self-deception. 
· Spiritual self-deception is disastrous because from the standpoint of biblical revelation spiritual self-deception has eternal and not just temporal consequences. 

R. V. G. Tasker wrote:

“It is not only false teachers who make the narrow way difficult to find and still harder to tread. A man may be grievously self-deceived.”

The broad road that leads to destruction is indeed paved with self-deception. And the wide gate is adorned with fool’s gold.

 R. E. Nelson (


In the text we just read we come face to face with strong warnings from the Lord about self-deception, false living and false professions. 

· Jesus tells us that the many are following the wide gate and the broad road that leads to destruction and he contrasts the wide gate with a narrow gate and narrow road that leads to life saying in the end that only a few find it. 
Only a few!!!
Jesus goes on to remind us that a tree is known only by one thing and one thing only:

“The fruit it produces.”


With these two truths in mind Jesus moves now to something much more personal, something that cuts to the very heart of the issue of what makes a true child of God and a genuine disciple of the Master. 
Jesus says:

“Not everyone who says to me ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.”

Jesus says virtually the same thing but in a slightly different way in Luke where he declares: 
“Why do you call me, Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?”

Luke 6:46
One of the most malevolent and destructive heresies that has infiltrated the church is the belief that faith and deeds can be separated from each other. 

· We saw this kind of thinking a few years ago in the Lordship Salvation controversy where some actually taught that you can be saved by making Jesus your Savior without at the same time making him your Lord. 

This of course is heresy of the first degree!!!
In this passage Jesus puts to rest once and for all any notion that salvation can be had apart from His absolute Lordship as reflected in our absolute obedience to His word. 


Here at the end of the Sermon on the Mount Jesus sets before us the radical choice between obedience and disobedience:

And in the process calls each of us to an unconditional commitment of mind, will and life to the teaching he has just expounded.
The way he does this is to warn us of two unacceptable responses to the Sermon on the Mount:
· First, he warns us of a merely verbal response (21-23).

· Second, he warns us of a merely intellectual response (24-27). 



In this respect the final two paragraphs of the Sermon are very similar:

· Both contrast the right and wrong responses to Christ’s teaching.

· Both stress that nothing can take the place of active, practical obedience.

· And both teach that the issue of life and death on the Day of Judgment will be determined by our moral response to Christ and his teaching in this life.      (Stott 206). 
Let’s look at these two unacceptable responses to Christ’s teaching.
Application: 
These are the very things we are to diligently keep in mind as we read and study the Sermon on the Mount as well as all Christ’s teaching and the whole text of Scripture from Genesis to Revelation. 


The first unacceptable response to the Sermon on the Mount is found in.

Matthew 7:21-23

There are some interesting things about this paragraph that I would like to point out. 
1. To begin with the profession of those who are addressing Christ as Lord is fervent and enthusiastic.

· Their address is not a cold or formal “Lord” but an enthusiastic “Lord, Lord” as if the speaker wishes to draw attention to the strength and zeal of his devotion. (Stott 207). 

· There is a recognizable passion and alleged intimacy connected to this address. 
2. Second, notice that this is a public profession. 

· This is not a private or personal address of allegiance to Jesus.

· These people claim to have prophesied in His name; to have driven out demons in His name; and to have performed miracles in His name all very public ministries; all claimed to be done in the name of Christ. 
· And there is, as John Stott points out, no reason to doubt their claims. 

· We know that great signs and wonders can be performed by false Christs and false prophets. 



Yet in the midst of their fervent addresses of Jesus as Lord, Lord along with claims of intimacy and spectacular service there is something terribly wrong. 

There is a disconnect between what they say and what they do.
We see this sort of thing all the time don’t we. 

· Even in our own lives there is often a dramatic disconnect between our passionate declaration of Jesus Christ as our Lord and the way we live our lives each and every hour of the day. 



In our songs on Sunday morning we call him Lord yet often in the other 6 days and 22 hours of our life we turn off the “Jesus is my Lord switch” in our hearts and live as the pagans do. 

· We create this ungodly dichotomy where Christ is only provisionally Lord, or a sometimes Lord, or a piecemeal Lord. 


Jesus response to people who live like this is frightening in its candor and import: He says to them: 
“I never knew you. Away from me, you evil doers.”

Notice immediately that Jesus denies exactly what they claimed.

· He denies their claim to intimacy. 
· They call Him Lord, Lord. Yet He says I never knew you.

· And He condemns their works as evil. 



Why are such people rejected by the Savior?

· Because their profession of Him is verbal and not moral. It concerns their lips only, and not their life.

Application:
The application here is quite simple:
· If you call him Lord than you are obligated by that confession to obey all that Christ taught in the Sermon on the Mount as well as all the Word of God. 
· Obedience is the only visible indication of a tree made good; a person on the narrow path. 

The person whose addresses Jesus as their Lord will validate their profession with their life.

The address, Lord, Lord, should be a declaration of a spiritual reality made evident through absolute obedience.
It is not enough to do a few good things for Christ or even some great things. 
Lordship involves a total consecration and dedication of our lives to the teaching and cause of Jesus Christ.

I will remind you once again of one of my favorite sayings:

“Christians organize their lives around the cause of Christ.”

In this case we might change this to say:

“True disciples of Jesus, those who enter through the narrow gate; those who walk the narrow path on the road that leads to life organize their lives around the teaching of Christ.”


The most horrendous words a person can ever hear will come from the Lord Jesus Himself if he says:
“I never knew you, away from me, you evil doers.” 

Please today make Jesus Christ not only your Lord in word but also your Lord in deed as well. 



The second unacceptable response to the Sermon on the Mount is found in:

Matthew 7:24-27

The contrast in the last chapter was between “saying and doing,” but now the contrast is between:

“Hearing and doing.”
The illustration that Christ uses is that of a man who builds a house. And what is most in view here is the foundation of the house or what the house is built upon. 
· A house, of course, is a metaphor for life. What a person builds their life, their house, upon according to Jesus determines our eternal destiny. 

There are two people in view here. 
· They are both builders: 

· The one who builds his house with a good foundation is like the person who hears Christ’s words and puts them into practice. 

· The one who builds his house on a sandy foundation is like the person who hears Christ’s words and does not put them into practice. 

· One is called a wise man.

· The other a foolish man.

· The wise man’s house was on solid ground; a rock.

· The foolish man’s house was on shaky ground; sand. 

· The wise man’s house stands when the storms strike. 
· The foolish man’s house is destroyed by the storms. 

Now it is important to notice here that Jesus is not contrasting professing Christians with non-Christians who make no profession.
· John Stott points out that what is common to both spiritual house-builders is that they both hear the words of Jesus. 
According to Stott, both are likened to the members of the visible Christian community. 

· Both read the bible, both go to church, both listen to sermons, and both buy Christians literature. 



Does this sound familiar? 
· People often sit in church and hear the clear preaching of the word of God and then go out and forget what they hear, turn off their godliness switch, and live like the pagans do. 



Those who do not put what they hear into practice will not survive the storms of this life and the storms of judgment to come. 

It is only the person who hears and then obeys what they hear who builds their house on a solid rock.
You can have all the biblical knowledge in the world. 

· You can study the bible every day.

· You can listen to tapes.

· Parse Greek and Hebrew verbs. 

· Go to church every Sunday and listen to the word preached and taught.

· You can talk about it, articulate it, and argue its finer points.

· But if you do not put it into practice you are self-deceived and on the broad road to destruction. 


Corum Deo

The truth which Jesus is teaching in the closing verses of the Sermon of the Mount is this:

Neither an intellectual knowledge of Him nor a verbal profession of Him as Lord, though both are essential in themselves, can ever be a substitute for obedience. 

What Jesus is stressing and what He wants us to remember as we read and study the Sermon on the Mount is that:

“Those who truly hear the gospel and profess faith will always obey Him, expressing their faith in their works.” (Stott 209).

We see this truth all through the Apostle’s teaching.

· For example John’s first letter speaks often of the danger of a mere verbal profession. 
· And the book of James warns us to be doers of the word and not hearers and so avoid self-deception. 



I will end this message with a compelling quote from Stott on this whole subject. 

“In applying this teaching to ourselves, we need to consider that the Bible is a dangerous book to read, and that the church is a dangerous society to join. For in reading the bible we hear the words of Christ, and in joining the church we say we believe in Christ. As a result, we belong to the company described by Jesus as both hearing his teaching and calling him Lord. Our membership therefore lays upon us the serious responsibility of ensuring that what we know and what we say is translated into what we do. 
Let us keep these things in mind as we dive deeply into the teaching of our Lord found in the Sermon on the Mount. 
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