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July 19th 2009

Walking with the Master
Lesson #6
“The Sermon on the Mount” 
An Introduction
“Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them.”

Matthew 5:1-2
Today is a special day for those of us who have heard the Master’s call during these messages and now walk with Him as His disciple. 
Today is our very first day of discipleship education.
And today we begin the very first class in the extensive course curriculum that makes up the School of Christian Discipleship. 

Now every college class and every post-graduate course I ever took all began with a syllabus. 

· And so I thought it might be helpful for us to do the same today. 
So let’s take a few moments to go over the course syllabus you have in front of you.
The School of Christian Discipleship
Grapeview Campus

Kingdom Living 101
Instructor

Jesus of Nazareth, Rabbi, Messiah, Son of God

Fall Quarter 2009 
Course Description
Kingdom Living 101 is an introductory course for the disciple of Jesus Christ who desires to “Walk with the Master.” Kingdom Living 101 is the foundational course for all other classes that are a part of the SCD curriculum. 
Course Objectives
1. To become familiar with the basic concepts and principles of Kingdom Living.

2. To learn specific ways to apply Kingdom principles to the various aspects of life.

3. To understand the importance of Kingdom Living as it relates to the coming judgment. 

4. To be able to teach Kingdom Living principles and precepts through personal example as well as verbal presentation.  
Contact Information

You may contact the instructor through prayer or go directly to the Holy Scriptures. The Rabbi’s office is always open for all who would come for help. 
Examinations 
Examinations will be pop quizzes that are specifically fashioned to the life experience of the individual student and will come without warning. The student is encouraged to be ready at all times to put into practice the Kingdom principles learned in this course. 
Textbooks

Christ, Jesus. The Gospel of Matthew; Sermon on the Mount Chapters 5-7. 1st ed.    

     Holy City Publications: Jerusalem, AD 30.  

Before we begin a verse by verse exegetical study of Matthew 5-7, I want to take the next couple of weeks to look at the “big picture” and “bird’s eye view” of the sermon:

· I also want to lay a solid historical and biblical foundation so that as we go forward we will have a better understanding of what our Lord is trying to teach us here in the “Sermon on the Mount.”


So let me begin with some preliminary observations:

Theological Accolades: 

In a sermon preached by John Donne in 1629 he said this about the Sermon on the Mount:

“All the articles of our religion, all the canons of our church, all the injunctions of our princes, all the homilies of our fathers, all the body of divinity, is in these three chapters, in this one Sermon on the Mount.” 



William Perkins, an English Puritan, said this: 
“The Sermon on the Mount may justly be called the key of the whole bible, for here Christ opens the sum of the Old and New Testament.” 

And finally John Stott, someone that I will quote extensively in these first few messages on the Sermon had this to say:

“The Sermon on the Mount is probably the best-known part of the teaching of Jesus, though arguably it is the least understood, and certainly the least obeyed.”



Historical Significance:

The coming of John that Baptist and Jesus of Nazareth broke the long silence which followed the ministry of Malachi, the last of the Old Testament prophets. 

· It had been four hundred years since the people of Israel had heard a word from the Lord through one of his prophets.  

· That is the equivalent in time to looking back to the date of 1609. 

· In 1609 William Shakespeare wrote the “Sonnets”

· In 1609 Galileo demonstrated his first telescope.
Imagine not hearing from God for that long, especially if, as a people of God, you were used to hearing from God through His prophets.  


The people of Israel longed for and eagerly awaited the coming of the Messiah prophesied in many of the writings of the prophets and finally proclaimed by the last prophet Malachi. 
Read: Malachi 3:1, 4:5-6


Now we can better understand the great stir that both John the Baptist and Jesus made when they began to call the people to repentance and proclaim the kingdom and why so many crowds of people came to hear them. 

· John wore a clearly recognizable prophet’s clothing, ate a prophet’s diet and proclaimed a prophetic message:

“Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
· Jesus, the last and greatest Prophet, Priest, and King, spoke with so much authority that people were amazed. 

The people of Israel were hungry for a word from God. 

· 400 years is a long time to go without hearing from one of God’s prophets. 

· Yet the length of God’s silence is not without historical significance. 



The 400 years of silence between Malachi and Matthew (the intertestamental period) finds its historical parallel in the 400 years that God’s people Israel were in the land of Egypt. 

After 400 years in Egypt God broke His silence and sent the prophet Moses to lead his people out of slavery and into the Promised Land.

· And while they were in the desert of Sinai, God gave his laws to Moses on the sacred mountain, laws that the people of Israel were to live by as people of the covenant.  



And now in the book of Matthew God once again breaks his 400 year silence and sends another prophet to the people of Israel. A prophet that Moses himself prophesied would, like him, come and speak to the people of Israel.

Read Deuteronomy 18:14-19

And so Jesus came. 
· And He proclaimed God’s word to the people in accordance with the word of Moses. 
The second long silence had ended.
And like Moses who ascended the holy mountain to receive the tablets of the Law so this last great prophet Jesus ascended a mountain and began to proclaim the gospel and the deeper principles of the Law and Kingdom Living. 

· The similarities between the giving of the Law to Moses on a mountain and Jesus taking a seat on the mountain to once again affirm the law of God has prophetic significance and was not lost on the early disciples and especially Matthew who was an eye witness and historical recorder of these events. 
Nor should the significance be lost on us. 
· These events are no coincidence but just one more dramatic display of God’s providence and evidence of the veracity of the Messianic claims of Jesus of Nazareth. 
The Big Picture:
Now let’s talk about the Sermon itself and look at the big picture before we examine the colors and brush strokes. 
Question: 
Is there an overriding theme or message in the Sermon that seems to sum up the intention of the Sermon?

I think there is and I am following John Stott’s lead here when he says that the one defining “key” of the Sermon on the Mount is this:
“Do not be like them.”


This often repeated phrase by Jesus in the Sermon is reminiscent of God’s often repeated word to Israel in the past when He said: 
“You shall not be like them.” 
“You shall not be like them” is a call to be different. 
· It is a call to live by Kingdom principles; to live by God’s standards.

· And right through the entire Sermon on the Mount this theme is elaborated over and over again. 

God’s people are to be different from the culture and people around them. 

If there is any glaring significance to the sermon for our day and age it is here. Jesus is saying to us the church: 
“You shall not be like them.” 



The Sermon on the Mount is the most complete delineation anywhere in the New Testament of what can be called the Christian counter-culture. 
· Here in this Sermon we find a value system and ethical standards:
Which are totally at variance with those of the non-Christian world.



Jesus emphasized in the Sermon on the Mount that his true followers, the citizens of God’s kingdom:

· Were not to take their cue and marching orders from the people around them, but from him, and in doing so prove to be the genuine children of their Heavenly Father. 
Illustration: If you know anything of the history of Israel you know that their downfall was when they did not separate themselves from the people around them but instead began to live like them and in doing so incurred the wrath of God. 

The things that happened to the Israelites are a warning to us. 

God said to His people Israel:

“You shall not be like them.” 

Jesus Christ our Master says to you and me, His disciples:

“You shall not be like them.” 



General Application:
How do we understand the Sermon on the Mount in relation to the Gospel of Grace?

· If we are saved by grace apart from any good deeds that we do, how does this sermon, which seems so deed oriented, fit into the big picture of our salvation. 

John Stott addresses this question when he writes this:

“The standards of the Sermon are neither readily attainable by every man, nor totally unattainable by any man. To put them beyond anybody’s reach is to ignore the purpose of Christ’s Sermon; to put them within everybody’s is to ignore the reality of sin. 
He goes on to explain: 
They are attainable alright, but only by those who have experienced the new birth which Jesus told Nicodemus was the indispensable condition of seeing and entering God’s kingdom.” 



The principles of Kingdom living as espoused by Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount are only attainable by the redeemed. 

· The inner attitudes and outward actions found in the Sermon do not save us but rather the inner attitudes and outward obedience is made possible through the new birth. 

It is as Jesus said:

Make a tree good and its fruit will be good also.” 

It is from this understanding that we must approach the Sermon on the Mount. 

The high standards of kingdom living are only appropriate for those who are born again, who are the trees made good by God’s grace. 


We can not achieve the privileged status as God’s children by attaining to Christ’s standards in the Sermon on the Mount. 

· Rather by attaining to His standards, or at least approximating them, we give evidence of what by God’s free grace and gift we already have. 


We will approach our study of this Sermon with the assurance that apart from Christ and the new birth and the power of the Holy Spirit we can do nothing. 

Yet we will also approach this study with the knowledge and conviction that what we learn here in this Sermon is the way the Master wants us to live. 
· Christ’s standards are indeed attainable for the born-again follower of Jesus Christ and we should never except less than what our Master has decreed for us. 
We are subjects of the kingdom of God. We are children of the King. Let us live as such.

Such a way of living has as its theme:
“You shall not be like them.” 



Yet it is important to keep in mind that our difference from the people and culture around us is not a fabricated facade that reeks of hypocrisy and religious elitism.

· Our difference from our culture and the people around us is a genuine by-product of person’s application of the Kingdom principles taught in the Sermon on the Mount to their daily life. 
If we live by these principles will indeed be different but it will be a good kind of difference in that it will be a reflection of what our Master desires of us as we walk with Him. 
May the Most High give each of us the grace and spiritual courage to be doers of these words of Christ and not just hearers. 
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