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July 12th 2009
Walking with the Master
“Discipleship in Community” 
Part Two
For our lesson this morning we return to the theme of Discipleship as it takes place in Community. For this discussion we will once again revisit the story of the rich young man. 
· We have read this story in Matthew and in Mark and now we turn to Luke’s presentation. 
Read Luke 18:18-30
Fiction author Faith Baldwin said: 

 “Time is a dressmaker specializing in alterations”. 

Time indeed has a methodical and relentless way of changing things; making alterations? 
· I have only to sit down with my high school annual, thumb through the faded pages and then look in the mirror to confirm the veracity of this fact. 

The ravages of time are able to transform both landscapes and seascapes.  

· Men’s attitudes as well as sacredly held ideas all change with the passing of time. 


This is especially true when it comes to the meaning of words.
For example:
· A few generations ago if you said that something was “cool” people would think you were speaking of something relating to temperature. 
· The original meaning of the word “awful” wasn’t negative at all but actually mean “something deserving of awe.” 
· The word “sophisticated” for example originally meant something that was “corrupted.” 



One particular word, whose meaning and significance has morphed or altered over time, is the word:

“Christian.”
· We use the term Christian so freely now in our culture and American society that it has in many ways been diluted of its real impact and implications for life. 


There are literally millions of people in the United States that identify themselves as “Christians.” 

· In fact 76.5% of Americans, that is 156 million Americans, your neighbors, identify themselves as “Christians.” 

But any careful student of the Scriptures who is also a close observer of our culture knows that this cannot be true. 
· Just saying you are a Christian, or simply going to church, or merely living in the United States or being an American citizen does not make you a Christian any more than sitting in a garage makes you a car. 
It is easy to call yourself a Christian today; so many people do! 
· It costs you practically nothing. 
But when people step forward, out of the vast and unfathomable ranks of the professing masses of shallow Americanized Christianity, and identify themselves as “disciples” of Jesus Christ they are making a statement that goes far beyond the easy-believism and superficial confessions of our day.  
When one identifies themselves as a “disciple” it speaks of a deep personal commitment to the Lordship and teaching of the Master Jesus Christ. 



If we think biblically on this subject we realize that: 

The word “disciple” actually occurs 269 times in the New Testament alone. 
· The word “Christian” which is now the more common designation for a believer is found only three times. 

The designation “disciple” more than any other word defines those who truly “Walk with the Master.”
Dallas Willard a Christian author and professor of Philosophy at USC who is also a card-carrying Southern Baptist wrote:

“The New Testament is a book about disciples, by disciples, and for disciples”


When the Master, Jesus Christ, stepped into our lives and met each of us personally in time and space He called us to follow Him: 
· He called us to a life as His students.

· He called us to a life as His disciples. 

To be a disciple of Jesus Christ is the highest calling a person can have in this life. 

· And as we have seen over the last several weeks it is a call which demands that we take up our cross, deny ourselves and follow Him no matter what the personal cost. 
The call to follow Christ is a call to a life of discipleship; it is a journey whose purpose and goal is personal transformation where we become more and more like the Teacher, more and more like the Master. 
Two weeks ago I pointed out that “discipleship” occurs primarily in two venues or settings. 

The first setting for discipleship is our one-on-one times with the Lord. These times include prayer, bible study and meditation on the Master’s teaching as well as many other personal disciplines including things like solitude and fasting. 
· We often call this aspect of discipleship training our private devotions or spiritual disciplines. 
· During these necessary times of daily formation and personal instruction we learn from the Master in an intimate interaction with the Holy Spirit. 

We will be turning exclusively to this aspect of our discipleship training next week as we begin to look at the personal life of Jesus Christ and see the role that spiritual disciplines play in the ongoing training and transformation of a disciple of Jesus Christ. 


The second venue for discipleship occurs in the gathering of the local church; the Community of believers. 
· Jesus said in our reading this morning of the story of the “Rich Young Ruler” that those who followed Him as His disciples would do so with a new company or community of Fathers and Mothers, Brothers and Sisters, Children and lands. 

This new Community is the local Community of believers; the local church. 

· It is within this new community, the local church, that an important aspect of discipleship takes place. 



Two weeks ago we asked the question: 
What does Community bring to the discipleship process? 

The first point I made was this. 

Only in Community do we have living/breathing, flesh and blood, examples to follow. 

· One of the fundamental ways that a Master Teacher instructs his students is through his personal example. 
· And for those of us who “Walk with the Master;” it is Jesus Christ himself who is the primary example that we follow. 

But in the dynamic which we call “church” or the “gathering of believers” discipleship also finds a necessary partner in the lives of its people.  

· So we learn from the examples that others set for us, in Community, of what it looks like to follow Christ. 

Now there is another important dynamic that “community” brings to the discipleship process and I would like to spend the remainder of our time with it. 
That point is this: 

2. Community is where we, as Disciples of Jesus Christ, come to hear the truth.  

Read Ephesians 4:7-16
For the disciple of Jesus Christ, the person who “Walks with the Master,” there is no other single or more important tool in our “spiritual toolbox” than that of truth. 

Now I do not know if you have noticed it or not but “truth” has fallen on hard times lately. 

· There is, as one author said, “No room for truth.”

This is especially true in our post-modern secularist relativistic culture. 
· But sadly it is also true in our post-modern secularist relative church as well. 

· Truth is on the outs and subjectivity, feelings and relativism is in. 

But let us be absolutely clear on this point. 
· If there is no such thing as absolute objective truth than Jesus Christ our Master (and I say this with fear and trembling) is both a liar and a fraud because it is Jesus who said that He alone is the Truth. 
Now most, if not all of us here, believe what Jesus said about himself. We believe His testimony that he was the Truth and so we believe that: 


Only Jesus Christ (the Word, God’s Word) tells us the
 way (things) really are.


This is extremely important because as Disciples of Jesus Christ we need to hear clearly and often the way things really are. 

· We need to be flooded continuously with the truth. 

For the disciple of Jesus Christ truth is essential because it is the ground upon which we build our lives as His and it is truth that gives us our marching orders as His Disciples. 

· Truth sets our values.

· Truth tells us what is pleasing and what is not pleasing to God.

· Truth tells us how we can be reconciled to God.
· Truth puts all of life into its proper perspective because it is God’s perspective and the only perspective available to the disciple of Jesus Christ. 

“Truth is absolutely essential for the disciple of Jesus Christ.” 


Now as a disciple of Jesus Christ truth can come to us in a variety of different ways. 
1. Truth necessary for discipleship can come through our personal reading and meditation on the Holy Scriptures. 

· The Holy Scriptures, the bible, is the repository of truth and it lies at our fingertips and the only restrictions to receiving the full measure of truth is the restrictions we place through neglect. 


2. Truth necessary for discipleship can also come through the hearing of the Word of God as it is proclaimed and taught in the local assembly. 

· We see this dynamic taking place in this passage in Ephesians.  
· It is (in Community) that the truth is taught and proclaimed by specially gifted men who are called by God to prepare God’s people for works of service.

It is through the teaching ministry in the local church that the body of Christ is:

· Built up 
· Reaches unity in the faith, 
· Receives knowledge of the Son of God, 
· Grows in maturity and 
· Attains to the fullness of Christ. 
The serious disciple of Christ will avail himself or herself to the teaching ministry of the local church as well as the gifted bible teachers in the broader church world. 
· Men like R. C. Sproul, John Piper or John Stott to name a few. 



3. Finally the disciple of Jesus Christ hears the truth necessary for his transformation through the dynamic of Community where the whole Community speaks the truth in love. 
· This aspect of how we receive the truth necessary for discipleship is, I believe, the most overlooked and neglected vehicle of truth available to the disciple. 
Illustration: One of my responsibilities as a teacher in this Community of disciples is to teach the truths of God’s word clearly and consistently without a hint of compromise. 
· But in the dynamic of Community every one of us, as disciples of Jesus Christ, has a responsibility to speak the truth to each other as well. 
· This avenue of truth is vitally important to the local congregation and especially important to the discipleship process. 



Now when Paul tells us to speak the truth in love I do not believe that he is telling us to merely articulate propositional truths from the Scriptures to each other, although I think this is certainly part of it. 

· But I think in the context of what Paul is saying he has in mind also speaking specific truths to specific situations in the life of the church and especially in the lives of each other. 

This is why Paul tells us to speak the truth in love.
Where can we go to hear the truth if not in the family of God where people not only know God’s word but know us as well and who have the spiritual courage and love to speak the truth to our situation? 

Illustration: In my 30 plus years of being a disciple of Jesus Christ; one who has been “Walking with the Master,” (or I might better describe it as “stumbling” with the Master), I can remember vividly those extremely rare and spiritually poignant and painful moments when a brother had the courage to speak the truth into my situation. 
I can tell you without the slightest doubt or hesitation that if my brothers, those who have been a part of my pilgrimage, would have had the courage to speak the truth when I needed to hear it, I would have been much farther down the road towards the fullness of Christ and I would have been spared many hardships along the way. 
· As it was I can count on a one fingered hand the times that this kind of spiritual candor ever took place. 
· It hurt and angered me when it was spoken but I have never forgotten it. Never. 
· Later I saw it for what it was, God speaking to me. And it became a deeply ingrained lesson in my life on many levels. 



We all have blind-spots in our lives that only others can see. 

· For that reason each of us must have the courage and the love to speak the truth to the blind-spots that hinder our brother or sister’s walk with the Lord. 

· If we do not speak who will. 

· Is not our silence itself a stumbling block that causes our brother or sister to sin or to remain in sin? 
· I think it surely is.  



Most of us have areas in our lives where we are compromising the truth of God. 
· Sometimes we are unable to see these compromises ourselves. Or if we do we have been dulled and rendered insensitive to the gravity of a specific concession. 
· But a brother or sister who truly loves us and who has the spiritual courage to speak the truth to our situation will be a true blessing to us and a great assistance as we “Walk with the Master.” 



Some of us have areas in our lives where fear and unbelief have come in like a flood and threaten to drown us physically, mentally, and spiritually. 

· It is at this time that we most need brothers and sisters who will courageously speak the truth of God’s word and declare His promises to our situation. 
Some of us are involved in things that are harmful to our life and our Walk with the Lord. 
· Some of us are reading books, watching movies, going places, and hanging around with people that are hurtful to us spiritually and harmful to our witness and the whole process of discipleship. 

· It is at these times more than ever that we need brothers and sisters who will have the courage to speak the truth in love to our situation. 

· Such people are rare indeed but you can count them as your only “real” friends because they, by their rebuke, are showing true love. 



Some of us are influenced by theological positions that are unbiblical and harmful. 

· In a church that is quickly caving-in to a relativistic way of thinking; truth is under attack. It is also under attack by false teachers and those who distort the truth. 

· Some of us are listening to these voices or have deeply ingrained theological positions that are unbiblical. 

· To these situations the truth of God’s word must be spoken with both courage and love. 

The health of the body of Christ and our progress as Christ’s disciples is absolutely and unequivocally dependent on truth. 

· Truth is the first tool that we pull out of our “discipleship” toolbox. 

· It is a tool we must never set down on the job site; only to get lost among the cut boards, nails and other debris; the distractions of life. 



For the serious disciple of Jesus Christ truth for discipleship comes in a variety of ways. 

1. It comes through our personal study and meditation on God’s word. 

· As Disciples of Christ we must saturate ourselves with God’s word daily. 

The Scriptures tell us that God’s word is a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path. 
· The word of God is the only source of illumination for the feet and the path of the Disciple of Jesus Christ; the man or woman who “Walks with the Master.”

2. Truth also comes through the hearing of the Word of God proclaimed and taught by Holy Spirit gifted teachers in the local Community of believers as well as those gifted teachers who teach solid biblical truth beyond the borders of the local church. 
· I would strongly suggest that you listen to men like R. C. Sproul, or John Piper through their pod-casts and/or other venues that they provide. 

· I will shortly be making available a list of theological links to help you in your personal study. These links will be found on our web-site. 



3. Finally, truth that is necessary for the advancement of the disciple of Jesus Christ comes through our interaction with other believers and their willingness to speak the truth to us in love and our willingness to listen and respond. 

· We are not an island unto ourselves. We need each other. 
· This is the way our Master has designed His body to be. Interdependent and actively supporting each other in love. 
Often love is not as we would want it to be. 
· Sometimes when loves speaks the truth it cuts like a surgeon’s knife without anesthetic. 

In the coming weeks and months as we walk with our Master we will see that Jesus always spoke the truth in love to the specific situations of everyone he met no matter how painful or challenging that truth might be. 
May God grant us the grace, courage, love, spiritual insight and discernment to do the same. 
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