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June 28th 2009
Walking with the Master
“Discipleship in Community” 
Part One
There is in the whole of the biblical record from Genesis to Revelation one Scripture in particular that has impacted me personally more than any other. 
· It is a Scripture that, if kept at the forefront of our thoughts, will have a dramatic affect on the way we conduct our lives on a moment by moment basis. 

· It is a verse that challenges us to the highest standards of ethical and moral conduct.

In the first epistle of John, the beloved disciple of Jesus wrote these words:

“By this we know that we are in Him; the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.”

I John 2:5-6
Every Christian who makes a claim to be in relationship with God through Jesus Christ is obliged, by that claim and by that relationship, to “walk” as Jesus did when he was on this earth. 
· We have discussed this metaphor before but to “walk” is a biblical way of saying “to conduct one’s life.” 

· To “walk” is the day to day living of our lives. 

To “walk” as Christ did is to live as Christ did.



Over the last three weeks we have been “Walking with the Master” in our Sunday morning messages. 
· When we think in terms of walking with the Master I want us to keep in mind not only that we are walking with Him through the pages of Scripture in these messages and in doing so hopefully we are walking with Him personally in our daily experience:

But when we speak of walking with the Master we also mean “walking” on this earth in the same way that our Master did.



Walking with the Master is not standing aloof and observing His life from a distance where He cannot touch us. 

· Walking with the Master is an intimate involvement in the life of Christ itself, a life that permeates our own life and produces abundant fruit. It is a life where in our experience: 
“We are walking as He walked” 


Our Walk with the Master began with his call to us to follow him. 

When the Master calls us to follow him He wants us to know, at least in a general way, what such a journey will involve. 

· He tells us that to follow Him will be costly and require that we deny ourselves and take up our own cross.
· He also wants us to know that following Him has a purpose or goal and that goal is to ultimately be like Him in both character and practice. 
In other words “to walk as He walked.”
· Finally the Master wants us to know that our sacrifice for Him and for the sake of the gospel will be greatly rewarded. 



This morning I want us to take a moment to look at another important and yet often overlooked aspect of the Call of Jesus to follow him and especially as it relates to the subject of:

Discipleship
For this discussion we will return once again to the story of the Rich Young Man but this time as it is recorded in Mark’s gospel. Mark 10:17-31


The call to follow Jesus Christ and become his life-long disciple is fundamentally at its very heart a personal call. 
Christ’s call is a one-on-one invitation of the Lord of the Universe to follow Him. 
· It is an extraordinarily personal call in that it asks us to make a choice which only we ourselves can make. 
· As such, we, and no one else, are responsible for the most important decision we will ever make in this life. 

Although the call of Jesus Christ is extremely personal, the call to follow him as His disciple is never a call to isolation. 

· Jesus reminds us in the story of the Rich Young Man that following Him as one of His disciples means that you will do so with a new family of brothers, sisters, mothers, fathers and children. 


Now we have seen from our past study that the goal of Christ’s call is to be like the Master, to be like the teacher. 

This transformational process takes place in the School of Christ where we as His students sit at the Master’s feet as His disciples and learn from Him.

To follow Christ is to be his life-long disciple or student.



Now I want to make a statement concerning Christian discipleship that I think is vitally important for us to understand before we go a step further. 
“Discipleship in its fullest sense of the word is impossible in isolation and only possible in Community”
Now I am not saying that there is not a deeply personal and individual aspect to discipleship because there is.
· In fact much of our student/teacher interaction with the Master is one-on-one. 

· For most of us our times of bible reading, biblical study, and prayer are done in private, one-on-one, and away from outside distractions. 

· These personal times with the Master are vitally important and a necessary part of being a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

But as important and necessary as our personal devotions are to our spiritual growth as disciples of Jesus Christ so also is the discipleship and growth that can only take place in:

Community.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer made this observation in his classic work on Christian Community, Life Together, that I think we must always keep in mind: 
“Let him who cannot be alone beware of community,” and “Let him who is not in community beware of being alone.” 
So what does Community bring to the discipleship process that personal devotions alone cannot?
· Over the next two or three Sundays I want to answer that question. 
Let us remember once again that the call of Christ to follow Him is a call to be his life-long disciple, His student. As such we are permanently enrolled in the School of Christ.

· And as His students it is our Goal to be like the teacher: In other words to:

“Walk as He walked” 
So what does Community bring to the discipleship process that personal devotions alone cannot?


1. Community gives us living/breathing, flesh and blood, examples to follow. 
Of course at the very foundation of a disciple’s training is the example of the Master himself. 
· As such the life of Jesus Christ is our first and primary example to follow.
· As we observe Jesus’ life in the gospel records we are abundantly grace with a multitude of living examples and demonstrations of how to live (to walk) to please the Father. 
For example: 

Jesus “set” a vivid example of humility, love, and service at the Last Supper by washing the disciple’s feet and then he said: 
“I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.”

John 13:15
Jesus demonstrated by his life and in a rather dramatic fashion by his actions, the way he wants others to live who will follow after Him. 



It is interesting that on more than one occasion in the Scriptures that the word “set” is used in relation to the word “example.”
· To “set” an “example” is to live out or demonstrate a particular mode of conduct, activity, or character where it is seen or observed. 
· Once “set” an “example” remains where one has placed it for all to observe. And of course this can be either a good example of a bad example. 


Paul gives us the next generation perspective on living as examples when he said to the Corinthian church:
“Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.”

I Corinthians 11:1
Nowhere but in the local Christian community (the church) do we see, witness, and experience first-hand living examples of men and women who are becoming in life and in character Imitators of Christ.

I have said this before and I will say it again: 

Those of us who have been disciples of Jesus Christ for a while now should, like Paul, be able to say to a new believer in Christ, 
“Follow my example as I follow the example of Christ.”

If you cannot say this, after so many years of following Christ in the School of Christ, than you need to ask yourself why not and then get serious about your responsibilities to model Christ and set a Christ like example to the next generation of believers in your faith community.
It was Paul’s desire and the desire of the Holy Spirit that all Christians live in such a way that they be able to eventually say as Paul said: 

“Follow my example as I follow the example of Christ.”

And so Paul tells Timothy to:

“Set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.”

I Timothy 4:12

Notice the use of the word “set” once again and its relationship to “example.” 

The “example” that Timothy is to “set” before the believers is multi-dimensional. 
· It involves all major aspects of Christian character in life and community. 

Where was the example that Timothy was to set for the believers to be displayed? Was it in isolation, no it was: 
In Community

It is only in community that we learn by the example of others. 

· It is in community that we learn through the observation of those who have walked the pilgrim road before us what it looks like to follow Christ. 



But not to be left out of the discussion Peter also has some words to say about being examples in the community of believers.
Peter exhorts the elders of the local congregations to:

“Be examples to the flock” 

I Peter 5:3
Not only were the elders of the church charged with teaching the word of God to the people, they were also charged with living it out before the people as examples to follow. 
Once again:

Only in community does one find living breathing flesh and blood examples of what it looks like in practice to follow Jesus Christ. 

Corum Deo

There are several points of application here for us to ponder this morning. 

1. Although there are times and seasons for us to withdraw into solitude as a necessary part of our spiritual growth even our spiritual survival we need to keep in mind that to Walk with the Master, to be enrolled in the School of Christ as a student, requires that you be in community. 
· People who think they are following the Master and yet are not involved in a local Christian community of like-minded disciples are missing out on much that the Master has to teach them as His disciple. 

· In other words their training is incomplete. They are missing vital classes that only take place in community. 

I would remind you once again of Bonhoeffer’s statement: 

“Let him who cannot be alone beware of community,” and “Let him who is not in community beware of being alone.” 
There is a holistic balance and spiritual equilibrium between solitude and community. 
· And neither can be ignored or neglected. 
When we neglect our regular participation in the community of believers we do so at the peril of our own spiritual growth. 


2. If one of the divinely ordained ways of spiritual growth as disciples and followers of Jesus Christ is to learn by observing and then following the example of mature Christians than we have one extremely serious question to ask ourselves. 

· Whose life am I observing? 

· In other words who are my closest friends and companions? 
· Who are my life teachers and mentors? 

· With whose company do I mostly keep?

Do not be deceived or deceive yourself. 

“Bad company does indeed corrupt good manners.” 

You cannot be a growing disciple of Jesus Christ without surrounding yourself with “good company.” 

· A serious disciple of Jesus Christ who desires to “Walk with the Master” will actively seek out and choose “good company” and “solid spiritual mentors” as their closest companions. 



3. Finally, we need to ask ourselves “what kind of example are we setting for others to follow?” 
· Everything we do in this life no matter how small or seemingly insignificant, whether inside the church, in the home, or in the public arena, is in some way “setting” an example for others. 

One of the great tragedies of the Jewish nation was that God’s name was blasphemed among the heathen nations because of their idolatry and immoral conduct. 

· Make no mistake the people outside the church judge and evaluate the church, Christianity, and even Jesus Christ himself often by the way you live your life. 

· While inside the community of believers the example that you set can either be a blessing or can cause others to stumble. 

The choice of what kind of an example that you will set is entirely up to you.



So where do you start? 
· Why not begin in the major categories that Paul exhorted Timothy to be an example in:

“Set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.”

I Timothy 4:12

In Speech: May the gracious words that flow from your mouth be as apples of gold in settings of silver; words that are full of grace and seasoned with salt. 

· May your example of sound speech be something that others can imitate as they seek to “Walk with the Master.”
In Life: May your daily conduct and your walk with the Master be a living demonstration of what Jesus meant when he called you a “light of world.” 

· May your life and light shine as a city on a hill for all to see and follow. 
In Love: May your love for the brethren, your love for your spouse, and even your love for your enemies be a living portrait of I Corinthians 13.

· May your love be an example for others to imitate and follow as they seek to “Walk with the Master.” 
In Faith: May your faith in God’s word and your faithfulness to God’s commands stir others to faithfulness and trust in God. 

In Purity: May your life and personal conduct be saturated with purity so that others will know by observing you what true godliness and holiness looks like and then follow your example. 


When Christ called us to be his disciples he took us out of the world and placed us into a new family. 
· It is within this new family (the local church) that the Master Teacher instructs us (his disciples) in the ways of the Kingdom of God.

· One of the primary teaching tools that the Holy Spirit uses is that of example. Example has played a major role in spiritual instruction since the dawn of time. 

As Christ’s disciples we have a twofold responsibility. 

· To seek out and learn from the good examples that other believers have set for us.
· To be that good example for other believers to follow.

Both are necessary and both take place primarily in the gathering of the faith community. 

So do not forsake the local gathering of the church for any reason. It should be your top priority of the week as a disciple who desires to: 
 Walk with the Master. 
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