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June 21st 2009
Walking with the Master
“The Reward of Discipleship” 
Over the last two weeks we have been taking a serious look at the call of Jesus Christ to follow Him.

Every journey in life has a starting point and the starting point for the disciple of Jesus Christ begins with The Master’s personal call to follow Him. 
· That call contains ample admonitions to count the cost before we follow Him as His disciples,

The call of Jesus Christ to follow Him also has an ultimate goal; that goal is to be like the Master. 

· We saw last week that being like the Master has a multitude of implications one of which is to be passionately involved in the mission of the Master which is:

Seeking and saving that which is lost through the proclamation of the gospel and the making of disciples. 

Let me remind us once again what George MacDonald wrote:

“I believe that to be the disciple of Christ is the end of being; that to persuade men to be His disciples is the end of teaching.”


When Jesus Christ calls his disciples he asks them to consider the cost of discipleship as well as consider the goal of discipleship. 

· But there is another consideration that Christ would like us to think about and it is just as important as the two previous aspects of discipleship. 

For our discussion of this third consideration please turn with me to the gospel of Matthew 19:6-30 and the story of the Rich Young Man. 



In our story we find the disciples walking the dusty roads of the Judean desert with the Master. 
· They have just left their familiar and comfortable homes along the shores of Galilee and are now on the other side of the Jordan. 

· It is hot and dusty and the journey has been exhausting.

I can almost here them thinking:

Is this what the Master meant when he said to deny ourselves and take up our cross?



Saying good bye to the wife and children was difficult. 
· Seeing their faces, unable to answer their questions and comfort their tears, leaving the business and the comforts of home has been hard. 

And so they may have thought more than once. 
Is it all worth it? Have I made the right choice?
When Jesus Christ calls a person to follow Him as his disciple it is not the end of trouble, it is not a relief from physical discomfort, and personal pain. In fact in many ways it is just the beginning. 

· To follow Christ is an easy yoke but a narrow road strewn with many difficulties, sacrifices, rejection, and pain. 


And so it is not unusual to wonder? 

Is it all worth it? Have I made the right choice?



By denying ourselves and following Christ we are, if you permit me to say it, “betting the farm” that Jesus Christ is indeed the Messiah. 
· If He is not then like Paul says, 
“We are to be pitied the most among men.”

But we have made the choice to respond to the Master’s call and regardless of our doubts and questions here we are on our own journey walking with the Master. 

Suddenly a rich young man comes to our Master and asks him the question that is on everyone’s lips. 

“What must I do to get eternal life?”

Here is a man who gets right to the point. 
You have to like that about this young man.
· He wants to know how to be saved. 

· Isn’t that really the fundamental question we all want to know?


So after some preliminary dialogue Jesus gets to the “heart” of this young man Jesus and says to him. 

‘If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me. 
When the young man heard these words from our Master he hung his head and went away sad. 

· He counted the cost and said to himself: “I can’t do it.

· He saw the cross and said to himself: “It is too much to bear.”

· He heard the call to self-denial and said to himself: “I am too much in love with comfort and pleasure.” 

And so he missed the greatest calling in life and with it eternal life itself. 


One thing that I think is important in this story is that Jesus takes no time to qualify his words or to minimize the cost that this rich young man would have to make to follow him. 

· There is no hint of growing “spiritually” to the point where he finally leaves all behind.
· The call is for a clear and sudden break from everything that would hinder following Christ. 

· The call to sell all he had was a clear and decisive challenge to demolish the idols he unknowingly served. 

When we hear the Master’s words to this young man we are reminded of something we have heard our Master say many times since we began to follow him.

“No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. 

Matthew 6:24


The story of the rich young man is deeply instructional for us who walk with the Master.

· Following Christ will cost us everything. 

· Following Christ requires a radical shift in the direction of our hearts. 

· Following Christ requires throwing off everything that so easily entangles us so that we can run the race marked out before us. 

Following Christ means not just pulling up the thorns, thistles, and weeds that inhabit our hearts and lives (the cares, riches, lusts for pleasure and things) things that keep us from being fruitful but:
Following Christ means getting the roto tiller out and plowing the soil of our hearts deeply and completely so that the seed planted can produce an abundant crop. 



For the rich young man this meant selling everything that he had. 

· For Peter, James, and John this meant leaving their families, fishing businesses, and following Christ. 

· For Matthew this meant leaving the tax-collector’s booth and following Christ. 

What does it mean for you?


Following Christ as his disciple is costly. 
· And many balk at the real cost of following him. 

· Many dance and tip toe around the real issues in their lives justifying their worldliness by saying things like:
“I’m not there yet” or “I’m working on that.”
But Jesus allowed no such wiggle room for the rich young man nor does he allow any for us. 

It is a daunting call to leave all to follow Christ. 

· It is even more daunting to heed the call of Christ in the midst of our prosperous and comfortable lives. 

· But when someone chooses to lay down his life and follow Christ it causes ripples, if not tidal waves, if not tsunamis in the heavenly atmosphere. 

· The devils shriek and the angels rejoice when one person picks up their cross for the cause of Christ and follows the pilgrim trail. 

Will you be that person?


Now I mentioned that we have to admire the rich young man for his pointed question concerning eternal life. 

· But I also think we have to admire the brashness of Peter who, having made the commitment to leave all and follow Christ, wants to know what will be his reward. 

We are often skittish talking about rewards. It seems pious to say like Ignatius of Loyola:

Teach me to labor and not to seek reward, save that of knowing that I do your will.” 
Surely none of us follow Christ for the sole purpose of seeking reward. 

· As King of the universe it is our duty to serve Him. 
· We are as Jesus said: Only unworthy servants doing our duty.”

Yet the Master does not want us to be unaware that when we do follow Him as His disciples there is indeed a:

Great Reward.


For the original twelve men who became the apostles of Christ (minus Judas of course) Jesus said they would sit on twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
But for everyone else including you and me: 

· Everything we have left.

· Every sacrifice we have made.

· Every drop of sweat we have perspired in this life for the cause of Christ will be recompensed a hundred times over at the renewal of all things and we will inherit eternal life. 

Jesus says those who have left: 

· Houses

· Brothers

· Sisters

· Father

· Mother

· Children 

· Fields

· Or anything else that is appropriate to our situation. 

You will not be disappointed.
Your Reward is Great. 



In fact in the gospel of Mark the hundred fold reward for following Christ adds an additional point. 
· Our hundred fold reward for leaving homes or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for Christ and the gospel will be realized in this present age. 

· In other words you (my family in Christ) are my reward for following Christ. 

Corum Deo

When Christ calls us to follow him he wants us to understand that:
· There is a cost.

· There is a goal.

· There is a reward.

Every person who hears the call to follow must sit down and seriously consider these three aspects of Christ call. 

· Cost, goal, and reward are not mutually exclusive but are intimately intertwined in the Christian’s experience as a disciple of Christ. 

All must be considered and all must be weighed carefully.



But let’s look at these things from a purely rational standpoint:
· The world gives us fleeting pleasures that never really satisfy and are often physically and emotionally destructive.

· Christ offers us abundant life now. A life of real joy and peace which the world cannot offer. 
· The world offers no hope beyond this life.

· Christ gives us a real hope and the promise of eternal life. 



· The wages of this life’s folly and of living for self are eternal punishment. 
· The gift of God and of living for Christ is eternal life. 


· Financial investments in this world are temporary and corruptible. 
· Investment in the Kingdom of God brings eternal rewards and a hundred fold return on our investment. 



· In this world we are often lonely and detached from any deeply personal and fulfilling relationships with other people.

· In Christ we have a family that will love us and care for us and who has more points of commonality than any other relationship we could imagine. 

When we weigh in all the factors is there really any logical choice for each of us but to:

 Walk with the Master? 


One day in heaven will pay you, yea, overpay your blood, bonds, sorrow, and sufferings; it would trouble an angel's understanding to lay the account of that surplus of glory which eternity can and will give you.

Samuel Rutherford.
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