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Walking with the Master
“The Goal of Discipleship” 
S. I. McMillen, in his book None of These Diseases, tells a story of a young woman who wanted to go to college, but her heart sank when she read the question on the application blank that asked, "Are you a leader?" 
Being both honest and conscientious, she wrote, "No," and returned the application, expecting the worst. To her surprise, she received this letter from the college: 
"Dear Applicant: A study of the application forms reveals that this year our college will have 1,452 new leaders. We are accepting you because we feel it is imperative that they have at least one follower." 

The world is full of leaders and people who want to be leaders but the Master Jesus Christ is looking for followers; those who will take up their cross and follow Him. 

· I took a lot of classes on leadership in college and seminary as well as in my training as a fire officer. 

· But I can’t remember one class I took as a follower. 



Last Sunday we began a new journey together as we heard once again the call of the Master to follow him. 
· For some of us it may have been the first time we ever seriously considered the call of Jesus Christ to follow him. We heard his call, we considered the cost, and we left our boats and fishing nets to follow him. 
· For others it may have been a time to affirm once again our desire and commitment to follow the Master. It was a new start, a new beginning, a recommitment to get back on the path and follow in the Master’s steps. 
· And for others it may have been a confirmation of the journey we are already on and the sacrifices we have already made to walk in the Master’s footsteps. 

Hopefully all of us took some time this last week to contemplate Christ’s call and the cost of following him.
When Jesus calls a person to follow Him what he is really calling them to do is to be His disciples. 

· To “Walk with the Master” or to “Follow Christ” is a metaphorical way of simply saying that we are now Disciples of Jesus Christ. 

· The early men and women who followed Christ, those who responded to his call to “follow him,” were almost always called “disciples.” 

And so it is with us. The clearest biblical label or identification for those who accept the call to follow Jesus Christ is:

Disciple



There are millions if not hundreds of millions of people around the world who identify themselves as “Christians.” 

· And such a designation has a different meaning for most people. 

· A great percentage of the population of the United States thinks of themselves as Christian. 

· And those who follow Jesus Christ, those who walk with the Master are rightly called “Christian.” 
But when we identify ourselves as “disciples” of Jesus Christ I think we are saying something far weightier, something far more in keeping with the call of Christ to follow him. 
· Discipleship is an action word. 

· Discipleship is a “follow me” response to the call of the Master. 

· Discipleship is a relational word that identifies the affiliation between a spiritual teacher and an ardent student. 

So when Jesus Christ calls us to “follow Him” he is calling us first and foremost to be His disciples. 

There is no higher calling in life than to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.



George MacDonald summed it up well when he said:

“I believe that to be the disciple of Christ is the end of being; that to persuade men to be His disciples is the end of teaching.”
When we began this journey last week the Master Jesus Christ found us where we were and said to us “follow me.”

· He told us that we should weigh carefully the cost of following Him. 

He said that if we follow Him we must put away everything that would hinder our journey. 

He called it taking up our cross.


Jesus never asks anyone to just blindly follow Him. 

· He always lets us know that it will be costly. 

· He always asks us to seriously consider the ramifications of a life-long commitment to be His disciples. 

But there are other considerations concerning the Call of Christ to “follow Him” that He wants us to seriously ponder as well. 

· It is to the second consideration that I would like us to now turn our attention this morning. 



Luke 6:40

Matthew 10:24
According to Jesus’ own words the Goal of Discipleship has a singular overarching purpose:

To be like the Teacher
To be like the Master



To be like the Master means many things:

· It certainly means to develop the same character as the Master.

· It means as the beloved apostle John said to:

“Walk as Jesus Walked”
· It means that we learn to think as he thought, 
· To love as he loved, to serve as he served, 
· To give of ourselves as he gave of himself, 
· To glorify God as he glorified God, 
· To take up our cross as he took up his cross. 
To be like the Master has many meanings and personal applications.



But if we are to be true to the dominating context of Scripture there is one significant aspect in particular that seems to govern the biblical texts related to being like the Master and that is the aspect of:

Missions


For example:

In the context of Matthew 10:24 which we just read, to be like the Master means to receive the same rejection, the same hatred, the same persecutions, and the same insults that Christ received as:

One goes about the work of evangelism and missions. 
The broader context of Matthew 10:24 is about missions and evangelism. 

So to be like the teacher means especially to enter into a proactive participation in the mission of our Master.
Jesus Christ’s mission is summarized in His own mission statement where He said:

“The Son of Man came to seek and to save that which was lost.”



As his Disciples Christ’s mission is now our mission as well and that mission is stated clearly in what we call the Great Commission of Matthew 28. 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me, therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”

Matthew 28:18-20 


When Christ calls us to follow him he not only asks us to count the cost:

But he also wants us to know that following him has a purpose;
It is a participation in the proclamation of the kingdom of God.

It is the ultimate grace and blessing of the Father to be a participant in the mission of the Master. 
When Jesus called the very first disciples, Simon Peter and his brother Andrew, he said to them:

“Follow Me.”

But that is not all he said. He revealed to them the ultimate goal of the call to follow him when he said:

“I will make you fishers of men.”



Notice that the Master’s teaching and training of the early disciples was directed towards missionary work. 

· They did not become “fishers of men over night.” Christ made them fishers of men through their training as his disciples. 

· The ultimate goal of their training was missions. 



Again when Jesus said to another man “follow me.” he replied ‘Lord let me first go and bury my father.” Jesus then said to him:
“Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”

Luke 10:59-60
The call to follow Christ is a call to proclaim the kingdom of God.
Jesus call to discipleship involves a call not only to learn from the Master but to participate in the mission of the Master: 
That mission is to: 
Seek and to save that which is lost and to make disciples who will be obedient to the teaching of the Master.



Let me remind you once more of what George MacDonald said:

“I believe that to be the disciple of Christ is the end of being; that to persuade men to be His disciples is the end of teaching.”


Corum Deo
How do we involve ourselves in this great mission as Christ’s disciples?
· How do we become fishers of men?
· How do we go about proclaiming the kingdom of God? 

We do so by being mission-minded. 
· To be mission minded is to seriously consider that to be a disciple of Jesus Christ is a call to missions. 



To be mission minded is to take the command to “go” as a proactive summons by the Master to:
“Organize your life around the cause of Christ”



To be mission minded is to be as spiritually perceptive and compassionately moved by the plight of the lost and dying world around us as was our Lord. 


To be mission minded is to pray continually that the Lord of the harvest would send laborers into the harvest field.



To be mission minded means that you and I must in some way be the answer to our own prayer and go into the harvest field. 



If we are disciples of Jesus Christ we are all on mission.

The particulars of our participation in the mission are widely different from person to person. But we are all on mission. 

And we must permit and even plead with our Master to develop within us, His disciples, a mission mindedness.



When Jesus Christ met us along the path of life he said to you and to me:

“Follow me.”
It is a call to be his life-long disciples. 

When he calls us he not only wants us to count the personal cost of following him but he also wants us to consider the goal of that call: 
“To be fishers of men”
As Jesus went about his own mission he often spoke in terms of being sent. 

· He said that it was the Father who had sent Him.

· Jesus Christ was on a mission and He knew clearly who had sent him and what his mission was. 

Jesus’ prayer to the Father who had sent him was:

“As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.” 

John 17:18

We too must, like our Master, must understand who has sent us and what our mission is.


When you and I hear the Master’s call it is not only a call to follow Him it is also a call that asks: 
“Whom shall I send? And who will go for us”

Isaiah 6:8
I pray that our answer will be:

“Here am I. Send me!”

Isaiah 6:8
Just as there is no discipleship, no following of Jesus Christ without considerable cost and self-denial, so also there is no discipleship without active participation in Christ’s mission. 

Think on these things and then follow Him.
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