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January 17th  2010
Walking with the Master
Lesson 23
“The Sermon on the Mount” 
Jesus’ Strategy for Dealing With Sin
Matthew 5:27-30
This portion of the Sermon on the Mount has been called by some the Pirate Sermon. 

If men took Jesus’ words literally they would be like pirates with a patch over one eye, a peg for a foot, and a hook on one hand.

Fortunately most of us understand that Jesus is once again using shock therapy to make an important point, this time about sin. 
In this section of the Sermon on the Mount Jesus is speaking directly to the Seventh Commandment and the sin of Adultery as well as indirectly to the Tenth Commandment and the sin of coveting. 

· And as usual Jesus goes far beyond a traditional “letter of the Law” understanding of the commandment. 

· Jesus teaches us that it is not just the physical act of adultery that is considered adultery but also looking with less than pure thoughts at another person. 

And although he is directly addressing men this certainly has applications for everyone. 



I said last week that there were other deeply important issues here other than Adultery. I believe that it is our Lord’s broader intention to bring us to the stark realization of several things. 
Jesus wants us to see:

1. The reality and horrible nature of sin. 
2. The importance of the soul and its destiny.

3. The importance of avoiding the things that cause us to sin it at all costs. 

This morning I want to talk about the third and final point here, the importance of dealing with the things that cause us to sin in a determined and decisive way. 



One of the fundamental terms used in the fire service vernacular that helps to identify potential problems; problems that if they come to pass would likely tax the energy and the resources of the fire department is the term. 

Target Hazard

The term “Target Hazard” really says it all. 

· Target Hazards are buildings and/or places that are identified as extremely hazardous or dangerous to citizens and to fire personnel if disaster strikes or fire breaks out. 

· And because of the inherent hazard and danger of these buildings and/or places the fire service “targets” them and then develops pre-planned strategies on how to deal with these “target hazards” if the situation arises.

Now if these critical and often laborious strategies are not properly formulated or if they are neglected than tragedy certainly awaits the citizens and fire crews that will be called upon to mitigate any emergency. 
In our Walk with the Master Jesus calls us to approach life much like the fire service does. 
· Jesus asks his disciples to not only identify those “target hazards” in their life that cause them to sin, things that destroy their faith, things that devastate their joy and peace, things that tarnish their witness for the Kingdom of God:

He also wants us to avoid them. 
In other words “target hazards” for the Christian are those things that cause us to sin. 


If we are going live righteously and be the salt of the earth and the light of the world that our Master Jesus wants us to be than we must, with all diligence, identify the “target hazards” that threaten our spiritual life and cripple our witness and our Walk with the Master. 
· And once these target hazards are identified we must with the same diligence deal with them in determined and decisive ways. 


From our text I would like to point out the three things that are absolutely necessary for us to understand and put into practice if we are going to take our Lord’s words seriously here concerning sin and the things that cause us to sin.  

· The first has to do with issues of the heart.

· The second two things have to do with how we respond to the things that cause us to sin. 


Let’s begin by looking at the heart issue. 

If we are going to put Jesus’ words into practice: 
“If your right hand causes you to sin cut it off and throw it away”
We must begin by having a deep hatred of Sin. 
If, in our Walk with the Master, we do not at the very bedrock and core of our souls, that very place where the Holy Spirit of God dwells in his Holy Temple, if we do not hate sin and hate it with an all-consuming passion than the quest for holiness, personal righteousness and our obedience to Jesus’ words here in this section of the sermon is over even before it begins. 

As those who walk with the Master we must be men and women who hate sin and hate it with a zeal and passion that impacts every thought and every decision we make.

· There is absolutely no other way or no other first step. 
The hatred of sin is the beginning of a virtuous and holy life.


The scriptures are very clear on what our attitude towards sin and evil should be:
“For I, the Lord, love justice; I hate robbery and iniquity.”

Isaiah 61:8
“But about the Son he says . . . Your throne, O God, will last forever and ever; a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. You love righteousness and hate wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.” 
Psalm 45:6-7; Hebrews 1: 8-9
“Let those who love the Lord hate evil.”

Psalm 97:10

“To fear the Lord is to hate evil”

Proverbs 8:13

“Seek good, not evil, that you may live. Then the Lord God almighty will be with you, just as you say he is. Hate evil, love good; maintain justice in the courts.”
Amos 5:14-15

“Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.”

Romans 12:9
So let’s put this all together. Why should we hate sin?

· Because the word of God says we should. 
· Because God our Father hates sin.

· Because our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ also hates sin and was commended for it. 

· Because hatred of sin is a significant way in which we manifest the fear of the Lord. 

· Because hatred of sin sets us apart from the wicked. 

· Because hatred of sin is a sign of the presence of the Holy Spirit in the individual follower of Christ and in the Christian community. 

· Because we know from the Scriptures and from personal experience that sin is vile and destructive. 
· Because we know that sin destroys our testimony. 
· Because sin derails our intimacy and fellowship with the Master. 

Finally, thinking about what we said last week. 
· We should hate sin because of what it cost our Savior. 

Our hatred of sin will be greatly kindled and enflamed with the realization of what sin cost our Father God and our Savior Jesus Christ.
The cross is not only a graphic and poignant reminder of the reality and horrible nature of sin it is also a strong influence on the way interact with sin.

· In other words when we Survey the Wondrous Cross on which the Prince of Glory died it should stimulate strong emotions towards sin and enflame our hatred of it. 



Without a biblical and Holy Spirit inspired hatred of sin the likelihood of our taking steps to put it to death in our lives are slim indeed. 

But if we learn to really see sin in all its horror and hate it as does our Father and our Lord than we are likely to take the necessary and dramatic steps to mortify the misdeeds of the flesh. 
And this is where the importance of the next two points of application comes into play.



If we are going to put our Lord’s words into practice we must learn to clearly:

Identify the Things that Cause us to Sin 
Or to put it into firefighting terms we must learn to recognize the target hazards that exist in our life. 

· Sometimes these target hazards are obvious but at other times they are subtle and not so obvious. 



Now the things that cause us to sin are as varied as our own experiences and they are always juxtaposed to and antagonistically postured against some demonstration of biblical or kingdom righteousness. 
Let me give you one example:
1. The bible says that we are to love the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our mind and with all our strength. 

· In other words we are to love God above all things, before all things and with all our being.
· This is the greatest commandment and forms the foundation of our Christian experience and our affections for God. 


Now there are a multitude of things that can compete with our love of God. For example: 
It might be an inordinate love of pleasure. 

· There is nothing inherently wrong with enjoying things and the pleasure they bring us. God gives us things to enjoy. Life should have its pleasures. 
· But when the enjoyment of things and the pleasure they bring so captivate our heart that they become idols, idols that rob God of our love and dilute our love for God then they cause us to sin and break the greatest and first commandment. 
And of course we have biblical examples to support this:

Paul warns that in the Last Days people will be lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God. 
· And I think that this generation of Christians like no other fits this description to a tee. 
· We are in many ways lovers of pleasure and the things that bring us pleasure rather than lovers of God and this is a great sin. 

And of course the things that captivate us and lead us to a place where the pursuit of pleasure is an idol can be as diversified as each individual experience. 



But the bottom line is this: 
Whatever competes with our love for God or wins our hearts is a bonified target hazard (or may I call it now a sin hazard) for us. 

Although it may be something that in and of itself is not inherently evil it is something that causes us to sin (because it captivates our heart) and therefore according to Jesus must be cut out of our lives.
Now what I have said about the greatest commandment also applies to all other categories, commandments and manifestations of righteousness found in Scripture.

· It involves the commandments to be holy and morally and sexually pure in thought, word and deed. 

· If there is someone or some thing that prevents us from obeying these biblical commandments and/or cause us to sin against them they must be removed from our lives. 

· It involves the commandment to seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness. 
· It involves issues of prayer. 

In other words it involves anything and everything that God commands of us. 

· Whatever distracts us from righteousness causes us to sin. 

And whatever causes us to sin in thought, word, or deed is to be identified and then dealt with in a decisive and traumatic way. 
And Jesus tells us how to do this when he says. 
“If your right hand causes you to sin cut it off and throw it away”
My third point is this

If something causes us to sin we are to completely and with finality cut it out of our life and throw it as far away from us as we can. 


The fact that Jesus tells us to cut off three of the vital parts of our body (foot, eye, and hand) if they cause us to sin is really a demonstrative way of saying:

“This is really that important.”

“Sin and the things that cause us to sin are physically and spiritually deadly and are not to be trifled with.” 


Sin is more odious to a holy and righteous God than we know and more destructive than we can imagine. 
· So much so that nothing is to be retained in our lives that causes us to sin. 
· It must be cut off and thrown away.

What is there in your life that causes you to sin that you have not yet dealt with? 
· It is likely that you know. 

· It is likely that Holy Spirit and the Word of God have convicted you. 

· But whatever it is it must be cut off and thrown away.



And make no mistake such traumatic and decisive actions against the things that cause us to sin will not only take immense courage but it will also require the complete assistance and power of the Holy Spirit. 

· Paul says that it is only by the Holy Spirit that we mortify or put to death the misdeed of the flesh. 


This will not be easy for several reasons:

1. First, in almost every case, the thing that causes us to sin is something (like a hand, foot, or eye) we are deeply attached to on many different levels including emotional, physical, physiological and even spiritual levels. 
· These can be well paved pleasure highways in our hearts and difficult to break up and will require the help and power of the Holy Spirit and even each other.


2. Second, this is also not easy because of our human proclivity to flirt with the things that cause us to sin rather than to completely cut them off and throw them away. 
Illustration: For many years I was strongly addicted to Copenhagen chewing tobacco. 

· I had a love/hate relationship with Copenhagen and tried many times to cut it off. 

More than once (in disgust for the habit and with a strong desire to quit) I threw a can of Copenhagen out the window of my car into the woods along side the road. 

· But latter when the desire for the tobacco came back, more than once I found myself rummaging through the brush looking for that can of tobacco. 

We laugh at ourselves when we do things like this but in reality this is often the way we deal with the things that cause us to sin.
We cut them off but fail to throw them far enough away where they cannot be retrieved. 
Like my search for the Copenhagen can, we as skilled spiritual surgeons, reattach our severed hands and feet again and again. 

· And this is a dangerous habit to get into when it comes to dealing with the things that cause us to sin. 



So in conclusion:
· In the Sermon on the Mount our Master Jesus Christ is teaching us about righteousness. 

· Righteousness not only involves making positive strides towards living righteously it also involves making positive strides towards removing the things from our lives that cause us to live unrighteously, that cause us to sin. 

· This means that we must not only hate sin but we must also be aware of what causes us to sin and then remove it once and for all from our lives. 
This is a serious issue for our Master and for His followers. 
· The way we deal with personal sin has everything to do with our eternal destination. 

· The way we deal with sin either validates or negates our confession of Jesus as Lord. 

Those of us who Walk with the Master will be zealous to mortify the sin in our lives and will hunger and thirst for righteousness in its place. 

This is what Kingdom living looks like. This is what it looks like to Walk with the Master.
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