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November 15th 2009

Walking with the Master
Lesson 21
“The Sermon on the Mount” 
Murder, Anger, Insult and Reconciliation 
Matthew 5:21-26
If you read the news paper, listen to the news on the radio, or watch the news on your television than you know all to well that there is not a day goes by where you are not shocked and sickened with the news of some brutal and heartless murder of an innocent person. 
Murder shocks us so much because it is arguably the darkest, ugliest and gravest of transgressions waged against a person made in the image of his Creator. 

· Most people can recognize that if murder is left unpunished it would mean the complete and total breakdown of society. 



This is one of the reasons why the sixth commandment given to the Israelites says: 
“Thou shall not murder.” 
In this sixth commandment God not only prohibited the taking of innocent life but later on God also instituted capital punishment for those who did commit murder.


Now for the scrupulous Pharisee and Scribe the Sixth Commandment was probably the easiest commandment to keep. 

· To physically murder someone involves an act of premeditation, passion, or in some cases a serious breach of personal responsibility. 

In other words “murder” in the strictest sense of the commandment would be a rare thing indeed, especially among people who love God. 

So the Pharisee, the teacher of the Law, the fisherman, the tent maker, the shepherd, the Gentile God-fearer, or the twenty-first century Christian living in Grapeview all could place a check mark in bold permanent ink next to this command and feel quite confident that at least this commandment they had not broken. 

· Is it any wonder than that the master teacher begins here with a commandment that most people were sure they had never broken?


Jesus in typical “shocking” fashion removes all our misconceptions that any of us has kept the deeper intent of the sixth commandment. 
· And he gives us three dire warnings concerning the seriousness of how we interact relationally with each other. 
Let’s look at a couple things of note here: 

First: Most of the earliest Greek manuscripts do not have as an added explanation to the prohibition against anger, “without cause.” 

· I think it is safe to say based on the fact that if something universally does not appear in the earliest and best manuscripts and it does in the later manuscripts that it is a “gloss.” 

· And yet I am in agreement with John Stott that the “gloss” is a correct understanding and interpretation of the meaning and intent of what Jesus said. 

Jesus is not prohibiting those very rare instances of truly justifiable anger but the more ubiquitous unjustified anger that so many of us engage in every day. 



Let me explain:
The Scriptures tell us again and again that God Himself becomes angry:

“Do not follow other gods, the gods of the peoples around you; for the Lord your God is a jealous God and his anger will burn against you and he will destroy you from the face of the earth.”
Deut. 6:14-15
Now we must be careful when speaking of God’s anger and man’s anger in the same vein. God’s anger is totally holy, and righteous, justified, and in keeping with His character. 

· But we certainly get a close incarnational glimpse into righteous anger when Jesus made a whip out of cords and cleared His Father’s temple of those buying and selling. 



King David also gave voice to his anger against evil in many of the Psalms that he wrote. 

The Apostle Paul also spoke with justified anger against the false Judaizers who were trying to undermine the true faith of the Galatian believers. 

Martin Luther called this kind of anger:

“An anger of Love”

So I think here that Jesus is not speaking against justifiable anger or the “anger of love” as Luther called it but of unjustified anger. 
Now let’s be completely honest with ourselves:

· Who among us can say that when we are angry it is indeed a justifiable anger? 
The truth is this: 

“Most of our anger is likely unjustifiable.”
And for this reason it is imperative that we listen to and heed our Master’s words here concerning anger. 


Second: There certainly seems to be a progression here in Jesus’ thought concerning unjustifiable anger. 

All unjustified anger is at its core an issue of the heart. 

· This of course is the main point of what Jesus is trying to get us to understand. 

The unseen malignant disposition of our heart towards a person (even without the verbal insults and name calling) is just as subject to judgment as the man who “goes off” on someone with a diatribe of verbal abuse.

Many people are not given to venting their anger through words but still have within their hearts a malignant anger that displays itself in other ways. 

· It may display itself by shunning someone. 

· It might come in the form of what we call a “dirty look” or the “evil eye.” 



But more often than not anger manifests itself in the form of vicious verbal abuse and insult.

And Jesus gives us some examples: 

Raca for example was an Aramaic term of contempt. 

· It was actually an insult to a person’s intelligence. 
· It was calling someone “empty headed.” 

· We might say it today by calling someone a “blockhead” or “nitwit” or “numskull” or “bonehead”

You fool: Is from the Greek  from where we get our English word “moron.” 

· This word had acquired religious and moral overtones and was applied in the Old Testament to those who denied God’s existence. 

· Some scholars suggest that may transliterate a Hebrew word which means “rebel” or “apostate” or “outcast.” 
Although there is uncertainty to the exact meaning of both these terms there is no doubt that they were clearly derisive and insulting.


And although anger and verbal abuse often involves a face to face confrontation and diatribe against our brother, we all know from personal experience that insults and slander happen just as often in the secret place where two or three are gathered together in His name.
· But whether resident in the heart, spoken face to face or spewed forth as lethal venom in the secrecy of a gossiping moment unjust angry thoughts and insulting words (although they may never lead to the physical act of murder) are:

Tantamount to murder in God’s sight 
(Stott).
As the apostle John would later write:

“Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him.”

I John 3:15


Think for a moment how easily words of contempt slip from our hearts to our mouths. 

· Some of us have gotten so good at slandering our President that we little realize we are in danger of the fire of hell for doing so. 



Illustration: This last week I spent the day riding with the crews of the Bremerton Fire Department. 

· We talked about the young man that I visit every week in Kitsap County Jail who is there awaiting trial for 1st degree aggravated murder. He is the son of a firefighter and a good friend of mine. 

· Every one of the firemen would agree that this was a heinous crime and that justice should be served. 

But in my absence from the fire department I was reminded once again of the murderous hearts of men who think nothing of slandering their Fire Chief or other members of the department they do not like or agree with. 

· If I were to have told them the truth I would have had to say, like Jesus, that they await a greater and weightier heavenly tribunal for the murder in their hearts and in their words than any court that the young murder suspect will face in this life. 


Corum Deo
So what are we to do?

First: We need to be honest with ourselves and admit that we do get angry for unjustifiable reasons. 

Like the men at the fire station so it is with each of us. 

· We are all of us guilty to some degree or another of breaking this sixth commandment. 

And for some, anger is a serious issue that can display itself in harmful and abusive ways. 

· This kind of anger may indeed require special outside help and intervention and even protection for all involved. 
Second: We must correct the injustice of anger immediately. 
“Therefore if you are offering your gift on the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there on the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and 

Offer your gift.” 

Matthew 5:23-24

Let me put this in more contemporary terms:
· If you are standing around the communion table with your church family and remember that there is someone with whom you have unresolved issues of anger or some estranged relational situation that you can or should attempt to reconcile than put the cup of wine and bread down this very moment, walk out the door and be reconciled with your brother. 

That, my friends, is how devastating unresolved anger is and how equally devastating unresolved conflict is. 

· And our Master wants us to take these things seriously and be:

Proactive Peacemakers
Paul would say it this way:

“As long as it is in your power, live at peace with all men.”



Illustration: In the fire service we have taught children for many years that if there clothing catches on fire they need to do what?

Stop, Drop, and Roll

Well I have a new one for us to remember.

· When the Holy Spirit causes us to “remember” that our brother has something against us we must: 

Stop, Drop, and Go.
Stop what ever it is your doing.

Drop what ever you think is more important.

Go and be reconciled with your brother. 
Third: In all of this we need to find spiritual “Transformation.” 

· Since anger issues are issues of the heart we need to ask God to change our heart because only God is able to do it. 

Let’s apply our same analogy of stop, drop, and roll now to specific instances of anger. 
When we recognize that anger is welling up in our hearts we should:

Stop, drop and pray. 

Stop: Immediately when the thought or feeling comes. 
Drop to your knees in godly humility.

Pray that God would protect your heart and change our heart. 

· Ask God to replace the anger you feel with love. 

Pray also for the person with whom you are having anger issues. 

· I find it extremely difficult to have issues of anger and hatred towards someone I am praying for. 



These issues of anger and reconciliation are serious indeed. 
· They begin here in Jesus’ lengthy teaching on Kingdom righteousness for good reason. 

“There is no place for unjustified anger or a proud and stiff-necked unwillingness to be reconciled to our brother in the life of a child of God.” 

We may be able to offer a multitude of excuses and justify our feelings and actions. 

· But in the end the only course of action we must take is to rid our hearts of anger and be passionate peacemakers.

Then we will show ourselves to be God’s dearly beloved children and citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven.  
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