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June 7th 2009

Walking with the Master
“The Call of Discipleship” 
Several years ago as I examined my own spiritual life it became quite apparent to me that I was not consistently nourishing my soul with the teachings of my Lord. 

· It is very easy to neglect Christ’s word. Most of us do. We can do so by faithless disobedience but we can also do so by simply not taking the time to meditate on his life and the things that He taught. 

· The psalmist reminds us that the blessed man or woman is the one who meditates on God’s word day and night. 

For me the only way to rectify the situation was to be disciplined and systematic. 

· And so in good German Reformed fashion I developed a reading program for myself which I entitled:

“Walking with the Master”



“Walking with the Master” took me through all four gospels in a 28 day period of time. It was literally gospel saturation. 
What I experienced from this “gospel saturation” was a significant revitalization of my faith and a more holistic understanding of the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. 
· I realized that there was much that I had glossed over and even completely forgot about the life of Christ and his teaching. 

· And if we are not reading the Scriptures, if we are not in gospel saturation, this is easy to do. 

My approach to the “Walking with the Master” reading program was simple. As I read the text each day I would try as much as I could to place myself within the story so that I was, at least in my own imagination, walking with the Master and hearing his words, seeing his miracles and in essence living as one of his first disciples. 

· This sort of reading approach is not new. Meditation on the word of God often requires that we personalize the text in deeply significant ways. 



I would now like to take the reading program one step further and begin an extended series of messages that I will again call:
Walking with the Master
The early disciples of Jesus Christ were given the glorious honor of personally walking each day, Monday morning through Sunday evening, with the Master Jesus Christ.  
· They heard him speak. They were able to ask him questions. They watched his life and saw his miracles. 
· They ate with him, slept beside him around a camp fire. They likely laughed and cried with him. 

· They touched him, they embraced him, and as John said “we gazed upon him.” 

· They enjoyed an earthy and tangible intimacy and familiarity with the Master that we will only know in the future kingdom. 

For three and a half years the first disciples quite literally:

“Walked with the Master”



Jesus knew that his time with the first disciples was special and so he said to them:
“The time is coming when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it.”

Luke 17:22
And so it is with us. 
· We also long to see Jesus. 
Have you ever wished that you had been one of those first disciples who walked with the Master as did Peter, James, John, Lazarus, Martha and Mary just to name a few? 
· Of course you have. We all have. 

It is a longing within our hearts that Jesus said would be there. 
· It is a longing placed there by the Holy Spirit. 

· It is a longing that energizes our faith.

· It is a longing that drives us to seek a deeper intimacy with Jesus Christ

· It is a longing that gives us hope for the future. 
We all long to see Jesus and to walk with Him as closely as is humanly and spiritually possible right now as we journey as pilgrims in a foreign land. 



And so today I want us to begin afresh our “Walk with the Master.”  
· It will be a walk that will take us from the call of the Master to the cross of the Master. 
· It will be a walk that will challenge us as well as transform us. 
· It will be a walk that we will take together and yet we may find ourselves alone on our journey with only the Master at our side.
My approach to this series of messages will be to start from the very beginning with the calling of the first disciples. 

· And as we look at their call to follow Christ I want us to personalize this story so that it becomes part of our story and our calling to follow Jesus Christ as well. 


Read Matthew 4:18-22
Any significant endeavor of life always begins somewhere and at some specific point in time. 
It was Confucius who said:

“A journey of a thousand miles begins with a first step.” 


For example: Formal education for most of us began with that terrifying first day we left our mother’s care and hung out with a bunch of other little kids for the afternoon making all sorts of new things, sleeping on a new blanket when we were not tired and singing all sorts of new songs. 
They called it kindergarten. 

· Kindergarten was our first step into the vast world of formal education. Kindergarten begins a journey that for some extends over decades of life. 
In much the same way Marriage begins with those first steps down the isle after saying vows before witnesses. 

Every great endeavor of life always begins
 with a “first step.”


And so it is in our journey with Jesus Christ our walk with the Master.

· This amazing journey also has a beginning point; a place and a time that we can look back to as the commencement or the first step of our walk with the Master. 

That point in time, that first step, always and in every circumstance begins with a “call.”
And that call is always the same. 
· It always has the same sense of urgency. 
· It always makes the same demands. 
And although the call may come through a variety of different agents in actuality the call always comes from the lips of Jesus Christ. 

The call of the Master is simple and straight-forward and yet incredibly profound with personal implications that will engage our hearts and minds for the rest of our lives. 
When Jesus calls he says simply: 
“Follow Me.”


When Jesus saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth his only words to him were:

“Follow Me.”


When Jesus found Philip his only words to him were:

“Follow Me.”


To the rich young man who asked Jesus how he could inherit eternal life Jesus said, “Go sell all your possessions and give them to the poor and then:

“Follow Me.”
At the end of the gospel of John, after Jesus reinstated Peter, he said simply once again to his headstrong disciple:
“Follow Me.”


And to you and I who are here today the Master Jesus Christ says:
“Follow Me.”


The call of Christ to follow Him is the first step on our eternal journey of “Walking with the Master.”

· It is the same call that fell upon the ears of the first disciples and it is the same call that has engaged every man, woman, and child who has ever walked the face of this earth since the coming of Christ.

When we meet Jesus Christ on the road of our life he says to us:

“Follow Me.”
Although the call of Christ begins as summons to a life of service and discipleship as we follow Him, that call also includes an admonition to seriously consider the personal cost and ramifications of such a life changing decision. 
And so Jesus says to the Rich Young Man:

“Sell your possessions and give to the poor and then follow me.”



And to the man who wanted to follow Christ but only after he went home and buried his father Jesus said: 

“Follow me and let the dead bury their own dead”


When Peter rebuked Jesus for saying that he would die at the hands of the Jewish authorities Jesus said to Him:

“If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”



And to the crowds that followed him Jesus said: 
“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters, yes even his own life he cannot be my disciple.” 

To the same crowds Jesus said:

Any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.



These are truly radical words from the Master who calls us to follow him. 

· But they cannot be glossed over. 
· They cannot be diluted by interpretation.

· There is no Christianity without radical discipleship. 

· There is no Christianity which says “Just say this simple prayer and you are in the kingdom.”

· Christ calls us to follow him and that means we must die completely and totally to ourselves and to everything that would hinder in any way our walking with the Master. 

Dietrich Bonhoffer in his classic work The Cost of Discipleship said this:

“The only man who has the right to say that he is justified by grace alone is the man who has left all
 to follow Christ.” 
Corum Deo
Over the next several months we are going to be “Walking with the Master” through the pages of Scripture. 

· We will be observing His life.

· Learning from his example.

· Enjoying his presence.

· Following His teachings.

· Placing ourselves in the narrative.

· Listening and learning from the Master Rabbi.
Our journey begins with the Master’s call. 

· For some of us it will be the first time we have ever really taken seriously the call of Christ. 

· For others it is a chance to begin afresh as we consecrate ourselves to His service as his disciples. 

But we cannot proceed on this journey together without each of us seriously considering Christ’s call and counting the cost of following Him. 

· That cost may be different for each of us. But it cannot be overlooked. 

Following Christ will cost you everything but the rewards far outweigh the cost. 
If you are seriously ready to follow Christ without reservation than you have taken that necessary and essential first step in your walk with the Master. 
And it is my hope and prayer that over the next several months our walk with the Master will deepen and become life changing in ways none of us have yet encountered. 
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