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October 18th 2009

Walking with the Master
Lesson 18
“The Sermon on the Mount” 
Christ and the Law 
Matthew 5:17-20
Over the last several weeks now we have been looking closely at our Master’s teaching as it is found in the Sermon on the Mount. 

· What we have just read this morning in Matthew 5:17-20 marks the beginning of a new section in this sermon. 

Up till now Jesus has been describing the unique character of the citizens of the kingdom of heaven. 
· And because we have embraced Christ by faith and now follow him as his disciples this description includes each of us as well.  

According to Jesus we are, or at least should be, people who are:

· Poor in spirit.

· Those who mourn.
· The meek.
· Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness.
· The Merciful.
· The pure in heart.
· The peacemakers.
· And those who are persecuted because we belong to Jesus and because we hunger and thirst for righteousness. 



Now because of who we are, i.e. the privileged citizens of this heavenly kingdom, and because of our unique relationship with the King of the kingdom of heaven we have an obligation,
We are to live as citizens of the kingdom of heaven and as subjects of the King while residing as aliens in this world.

We do so by being:  
· The salt of this earth 

· The light of this world



Now the question that naturally arises at this point is this: 
“How are we to be the salt of the earth and 
the light of the world?”

Jesus’ answer to us in a word is this: 
“You are the salt of the earth and the light of the world when we live a life of righteousness”

(Lloyd-Jones 157)



Righteousness is the one word which sums up how a Christian is to live his or her life in the kingdom of heaven. 

· And Righteousness is now the great theme of the remainder of the Sermon on the Mount. 

Now what we have here in verses 17-20 is a kind of general introduction to the whole subject of kingdom righteousness. 

· And before Jesus gets into the lengthy section of the sermon that deals with the particulars or details of kingdom righteousness he begins here in these 4 verses by setting forth two basic propositions. 



1. The first proposition is this: Everything he is about to teach is in absolute harmony with the entire teaching of the Old Testament Scriptures.

· We should remember that Jesus did not belong to the orthodox school of the Pharisees nor the scribes. 
· He didn’t go to seminary or a Bible College. He didn’t have an M-Div or D-Min or PhD hanging on his wall. 
· He was an obscure peripatetic Rabbi from Nazareth who likely had no formal training, yet he openly criticized the religious establishment and the teachers of the day. 

· It did seem to the religious teachers and practitioners that Jesus had a low view of the Sabbath and other regulations that they saw as the Law of Moses and the Prophets. 
Was Jesus setting himself up as an authority over and against the sacred law, the word of God?

· It seemed that way to some. 

So the question often did arise as to the nature and content of Jesus’ teaching. Was it new? Was it heresy? Was he doing away with the Law?  
· It is for this reason that Jesus begins his teaching on righteousness by pointing out that what he is about to teach is in full agreement with the entire teaching of the Old Testament. 

· This was not only important for his early disciples it is also important for us as well because it demonstrates for us that Jesus placed a high value on the Old Testament Scriptures. 

Application: There has always been a tendency since the compilation of the cannon of Scripture to subordinate the Old Testament to the New Testament. 

· One commentator went so far as to denounce the printing of the New Testament by itself. 

Let us not fall into the trap of believing that the New Testament Scriptures are in some way superior to the Old Testament. 

2. The second proposition that Jesus lays down is this: 
His teaching which is in complete harmony with the Old Testament is in complete disharmony with, and in utter contradiction of, the teaching of the Pharisees and scribes (Lloyd-Jones 158). 

· This is important for us to keep hold of because it reminds us of why there was so much antagonism between Jesus and the Pharisees and teachers of the law. 
· Nobody likes to be told that their sacredly held traditions are at odds with God’s will. 



Now what we often call the Old Testament Jesus calls here the “Law and the Prophets.”  
· And in this introductory paragraph Jesus speaks of two particular relationships: 

· His own relationship to the Law and Prophets.
· And our relationship to the Law and the Prophets. 
For the remainder of our study this morning I want to speak concerning Christ and his relationship to the Law and the Prophets. 

· Next week I will address the subject of the Christian and his relationship to the Law and the Prophets. 



Christ and the Law

So what is Christ’s relationship to the Law and the Prophets and what if anything does it mean for us today as his followers?

The first thing we see here in the text is that Jesus did not come to set aside the teaching of the Old Testament but to fulfill it. 

Now from a biblical standpoint there are actually a number of different ways in which Jesus fulfills the Law and the Prophets. 
· Each of which is vital to the whole idea of biblical fulfillment as it relates to the person and work of Jesus Christ. 



Now it is important for our discussion to recognize that the Law and the Prophets of which Jesus alludes to actually contained various kinds of teaching. 
· And we need to recognize these in order to understand the fullness of Christ’s fulfillment of them.  

First of all, the Law and the Prophets, the Old Testament, contains doctrinal teaching or what is often referred to as the Moral Law. 
The Moral Law contained ethical precepts. The most recognizable of which are of course the Ten Commandments. 
· Moral law in effect tells us what God wants and does not want. 

There were many moral laws and ethical precepts in the Old Testament. 
· It was these Moral Laws that were often so misunderstood by the religious establishment and so often disobeyed to the hurt of the people and the nation of Israel. 



Now Jesus fulfilled the Moral Law in several ways. 

He fulfilled it with his life. 
· In other words he fully obeyed the laws and commandments of God as he walked this earth. 

· He showed us by demonstration what true righteousness looks like as it is lived out in the world of men. 

You may remember that when he went to John the Baptist to be baptized and John refused Jesus said:

“Let it be so to fulfill all righteousness.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer said: 

“Jesus added nothing to the commandments except this, that he kept them.” 



But not only did Jesus fulfill the Law by keeping it perfectly. 

· He also fulfilled the Law by giving us the true interpretation and understanding of it. 
· This is of course exactly what we will see throughout the remainder of the Sermon on the Mount. 
Jesus will say over and over again:

“You have heard that it was said to the people long 

ago . . . But I tell you.”

What Jesus does when he comes to fulfill the Moral Law is to reject the superficial interpretations of the Law given by the scribes and supplies the true interpretation. 

· His purpose was not to change the Law but to reveal the full depth of its meaning which was lost in the traditions of men. 



Second, the Law and the Prophets, Old Testament, also contains predictive prophecy. 
· Much of the Law and the Prophets looked forward to the days of the Messiah and either foretells of him in word or foreshadows him in type. 
The coming of the Messiah was a central motif in the life of the Jewish people. They longed for his coming just as we now long for his return. 

It is little wonder then that Jesus’ first statement of his public ministry was:

“The time has come”

Again and again Jesus claimed that the Scriptures bore witness to him. 

Matthew emphasizes Christ fulfillment of predictive prophesy more than any of the other gospel writers by the repeated saying:

“All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken through the prophet.”
The climax and glory of Christ’s fulfillment of predictive prophesy and really the centerpiece of his fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets was his death on the cross in which the whole Ceremonial system (what is called the Ceremonial Law) of the Old Testament Law was fulfilled. 
· In Jesus Christ both priesthood and sacrifice, found its perfect fulfillment. 
On the cross Christ not only made the offering of the Passover sacrifice as the High Priest. 
· But on the cross he was the offering, the spotless Lamb of God. 

Is it any wonder that in one generation (40 years) after the cross in 70 AD all ceremonial sacrifices ended in Israel and have not taken place even after Israel returned as a nation?
Application: So what does Jesus’ fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets mean for you and me?

1. It means that you and I can have a strong confidence in the veracity of the Scriptures and in the authenticity of Jesus claims. 

· When we look at the numerous predictive Scriptures that speak of the time and details of the coming of the messiah and then look at the historical drama of Christ life as he fulfilled each detail perfectly we are left with nothing less than a firm foundation upon which to place our faith and our life. 

· It is as one writer put it “evidence that demands a verdict.” 

· And although we walk by faith we also know that our faith is grounded in predictive prophecy that became historical fact. 



2. Christ’s fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets also means that we are not left to scratch around in the dark looking for God’s will for our lives. 

· We have it here in our hands; both Old and New Testaments. 
· We have it here in the Sermon on the Mount. 

· We see it here in the person of Jesus Christ. 

· We have it in written form to meditate on and enjoy to our heart’s content. 

Jesus set a high value on the Scriptures. 

· He was their author and He said that they would stand until heaven and earth passed away. 

· And we know that the Scriptures were an integral part of his life and so they should be for us as well. 

Illustration: I have a friend who e-mailed me the other day. He told me that he just recently took ten days away from everything, every distraction and every worry, and spent it reading the bible from Genesis to Revelation. He said he came away from that experience transformed and with a new appreciation for the word of God and that he was going to do less reading of books and more reading of Scripture.  

Think of what a treasure we hold in our hands. 
· The God of the universe, the King of heaven, speaks to us through his word whenever we pick it up. 

3. Finally Christ’s fulfillment of the Law and the prophets should be for us a great source of encouragement as we live out our lives as citizens of the kingdom of heaven while living on this earth. 

· Just as surely as Jesus advent fulfilled the numerous prophesies that predicted his coming; 

· So also will the prophetic words spoken concerning his second coming be fulfilled at his second advent. 

Jesus fulfilled most of the prophetic utterances concerning him but not all of them. 

· That day will come. But until then we wait as did the saints of old for the coming of the Messiah.  

· We have the track record of the prophets and the veracity of the word of God to bolster our faith until that glorious day.  
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