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September 27th 2009

Walking with the Master
Lesson 15
“The Sermon on the Mount” 
Blessed are the Peace Makers.
Matthew 5: 1-12
In 1415 an obscure young monk, a member of the Brethren of the Common Life, began a literary work that remains even today one of the most frequently read Christian works other than the bible. 
The title of the book is unique in that it touches on one of the fundamental dynamics involved with Christian growth or what we call progressive sanctification.  
Can you guess the name of the book? Let me give you some clues. 

· The young monk’s name was Thomas Hammerlein who grew up in the small Dutch town of Kempen. 

· We know him today as Thomas A Kempis and the book he wrote is called, “The Imitation of Christ.”



Imitation as we have said before is an essential part of our walk with the Lord.

· For not only are we to imitate the life of our Master Jesus Christ but we are also enjoined by Scripture to be imitators of God himself. 

And it is this idea, which is really a relationally driven imitation, which lies at the heart of the seventh Beatitude:

“Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be called sons of God.”
Why should we be peacemakers?

· Because God our Father is the ultimate peacemaker, in fact Jesus the Father’s only begotten Son is called the Prince of Peace. 
If we are truly God’s sons and daughters than it should be said of us:

“Like Father like son.”



In fact the phrase “like father like son” is inferred in this seventh beatitude. 

Let me explain:

If you have a King James Version you see that it reads:

“Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be called children of God.”

The KJV translates the word as “children” and this is an incorrect rendering of the word here. 
· The word means “sons” and there is a subtle yet very important distinction between the two.

In Jewish thought “son” often bears the meaning “partaker of the character of,” or the like. 

· For example if someone calls you a “son of a dog” they are not showing disrespect to your parents but it is a slam on your character, they are saying in essence that you partake of the character of a dog. 
· In much the same way James and John were called “Sons of Thunder.”

· You see this use of “son of” used in a more positive way when Paul reminds the Thessalonian Christians they are all “Sons of Light” and “Sons of the Day” (I Thessalonians 5:5). 


So here to say that peacemakers are “sons of” God refers back to the character of God himself. 
· God’s is a peacemaker. 
· And since he is our Father we should also be serious about making peace as well. 
· We should be imitators of God, an imitation that is relationally driven so that it can be said of us as it concerns being peacemakers:
“Like Father like Son” 
So let’s address this question: 

“As Son’s of the Peacemaking God and disciples of the Prince of Peace how do we fulfill our role as peacemakers while we live here on this earth?”
There are, I think, two primary ways that we do this. 



The first way that we fulfill our roll as peacemakers is by actively proclaiming the gospel of peace to a world that really has no peace. 

· The gospel is called the “gospel of peace” simply because it is the only way that men and women can have peace with God.  For example:
Paul says in Romans:

“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Romans 5:1
The peace that Paul speaks of here is not the tranquility of heart that we so often think of when we use the word “peace” but it points to the ending of hostilities between two parties that are estranged from each other. 
In the opening chapter of Paul’s letter to the Romans he speaks of the wrath of God that is being poured out against the godlessness and unrighteousness of men who have by their evil deeds become what the Scriptures later call “enemies of God.”
· When two parties are enemies there is only one solution. 

· They must make peace with each other. 

And this is exactly what God did when he sent his son into the world. 



Throughout the Scriptures we see over and over again that it is “God,” not man, who has taken the initiative to end the hostilities and restore the relationship and bring peace between God and his highest creation. 

· The Scriptures call this the “ministry of reconciliation.” 

· And you and I are an integral part of that ministry as we actively live out and verbally proclaim the “gospel of peace” to a lost and dying word. 

When we hold out the gospel of peace to our neighbors and friends we are imitating our Father God who is the great peacemaker and in doing so confirm our own conviction that we are “sons of God.” 
The second way that we can fulfill our roll as peacemakers is through our relationships with each other. 

· This occurs on three different relational levels.

· Peace makers make peace in the church.

· In the home, and 
· In the world around them. 



The Scriptures that speak of this relational aspect of peace making or peace keeping are many. 
Here is a sampling:

“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.”

Romans 12:18
Notice quickly two things about peacemakers:

First they, like their Father, take the initiative in making peace. 
· As far as it depends on you means that peacemaking will not always be successful but don’t let the failure to make peace be because you didn’t give it your best shot. 

Illustration: I remember at work on the fire department there was a coworker who literally despised me. 

· He despised me because my father was mayor of Bremerton at the time. And as a firefighter he thought I was leaking inside information to my father about the fire department. It didn’t help that my father in his first year as mayor laid-off five firefighters. 

· I also dropped a cup from a second-story window on his wife’s brand new car. It was an accident but it only added fuel to the fire. 

Yet with this one Scripture always in mind I made every effort to be a peacemaker with this man. 

· I never wavered in my attempt to be kind to him and to love him with an eye toward the restoration of our friendship. 

· It literally took years. But my persistence by the grace of God brought peace to our relationship. I have no idea what this meant to him or what kind of testimony this spoke to his heart. 

In this situation I was imitating my peacemaking Father who is in the business of restoring relationships. 

But notice also the scope of this Scripture. 

· Our peacemaking is not limited to those we chose to make peace with. 

· In fact it is to include everyone. 

· No one for what ever reason is to be exempt from our peacemaking activities and initiative. 

As Paul commands us:

“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.”

Romans 12:18


Now let’s relate peacemaking specifically to our relationships in the church family. 
As you may well know from experience, relationships within the family of God can be difficult if not totally exasperating at times. 
· It is this way in our homes as well. 

The truth is when people are bound together relationally either by birth or by the new-birth there are a multitude of occasions for disagreement, trouble and strife. 
Paul addresses this issue plainly on several occasions where he says in Romans:

“Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.”
Romans 14:19 
He says also in Ephesians:
“Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”

Ephesians 4:3
The writer of Hebrews also says this:

“Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see God.” 

Hebrews 12:14
Do you see a reoccurring theme here in these two verses?
· The peace-maker is to “make every effort” in his quest to make peace and keep peace among the members of Christ’s body and even with those who are outside the body of Christ. In other words all men. 
What does it mean when someone tells you to make every effort or be diligent towards some endeavor?

· It means you expend every possible energy, time, and talent to see the thing realized. 

· It means no drop of sweat is to be reserved until the task is completed. 

· It means that when faced with seemingly insurmountable roadblocks you push ahead until the mandate is realized. 



How many of us can honestly say that in our experience we have made “every effort” to make peace and keep the peace, either in the church, in the home, or in our relationships with others?

· True peacemakers will be diligent in their attempts to make peace and maintain unity within their families, within the church family, and with their friends and neighbors as well. 
Let’s talk for a minute about the church.

Unity and its “handmaiden” peace, especially unity and peace in the church body, is one of the visible characteristics, which according to Jesus authenticates the reality of our sonship. 
· Unity and mutual peace within the body of Christ is a living testimony to the world around us. 

· For this reason alone the peace-maker will make every effort to personally do what will lead to peace and will do so with an eye toward unity. 

The peacemaker knows that the world is watching and that unity and peace are a strong testimony as well as a powerful drawing point for those who are looking for peace. 



Now let me ask you a simple question: 

“Who would want to be a part of a church that was literally devouring itself with strife and division?”
The world offers this distasteful culinary fare as a regular item on its menu. 

If anyone should be able to find a safe place where they can find peace among people it should be in the body of the redeemed who themselves belong relationally to the Prince of Peace.
· But sadly this is not always the case is it?



Illustration: Once again many if not all of us can attest to the destructive nature of a person or faction of people within the body of believers who are more inclined towards trouble-making than they are peace-making. 

And here is a warning for all of us. 

“Those who are “troublemakers” in the body of Christ are not only acting contrary to their Father’s character but they are invalidating their own testimony that they are God’s sons and imperiling their own souls.”
God’s sons and daughters are not trouble-makers but peace-makers and they will make every effort in the church setting to do the things that lead to peace.
I would like to end with one important qualification to peace-making. 

Although Paul tells us to make every effort to do what lead to peace in the church, in the home and in our relationships with friends and neighbors:

“He does not mean peace at any cost.”


Remember that Jesus, the Prince of Peace, also said:

“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.”

For I have come to turn a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.”

Matthew 10:34

There is one condition where peace is subordinated in the Christian experience. And let us keep this always in mind:
“Truth is never cast aside for the sake of peace.”

Now this statement itself needs some qualification.

· This is not justification for fighting and dividing over doctrinal points and theological distinction that are merely the audiaphora or non-essentials of the faith. 

When it comes to the essentials there is to be unity among us.

· The propositional truths of Scripture which form the basis of our faith are non-negotiable. 

But when it comes to the non-essentials there must be grace. 



The real key to spiritual maturity is to know the difference. 

· And sadly few people do know the difference. 

That is why we have so many weak and ineffective churches that cater to specific theological positions, some of which are really non-essentials. 

· This is a divisive trend in the church and really hurts the testimony of unity that Christ desires from his church. 


A true peace maker is not just an easy-going person who wants “peace at any price.” 

A true peace-maker is also not a person who will do anything to “avoid trouble.”  

A true peace-maker is not an “appeaser.” 


On the contrary a true peace-maker is a man or woman who understands that without the truth of God’s word there is not basis for peace. 
· There is no basis for peace with God.

· There is no reason for peace among men. 

“A peace-maker who wants peace at all cost will find that in the end it has cost him the very basis of his own peace with God. And that we cannot let go of no matter how desirous we are of peace.” 
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