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September 13th 2009

Walking with the Master
Lesson 14
“The Sermon on the Mount” 
Blessed are the Pure in Heart.
Matthew 5: 1-12
D. Martin Lloyd Jones calls the sixth beatitude “Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God,” one of the greatest utterances to be found anywhere in the whole realm of Holy Scripture. 

· This one beatitude touches on the very heart of our religious experience as well as our religious affections. 

So let me begin by asking a simple question. 

Do you want to see God?

Think about that for a moment. 
· Is it your passion and drive in life to see God? 

Do you want to experience His presence in a tangible and spiritually fulfilling way? 

· Do you hunger and thirst for God, for the living God? 



Is it your blessed hope and expectation that at your death you will see God? 

· Does this longing and desire to see God cause your heart to leap with anticipation at the prospect? 

· Does this longing to see God inform your decisions and influence what you do with your time, money and talents. 

Whatever your answer to this question, there is indeed a great blessing in the sixth beatitude. 

· It is the blessing of intimate communion with God in this life. 

· And of intimate reunion with God at our death when we as His children shall be fully reunited with our Heavenly Father. 

But this greatest of all blessings is restricted to only one class of people, to only one defining point. 

The blessing is for only the pure in heart.”



This Beatitude is so important to our experience with God that it is vital that we understand the central meaning and emphasis of Jesus’ words here because they can be and have been misunderstood. 
To do this I want to look at the three primary words found in this beatitude.  

The first word is heart:
The Heart

The gospel of Jesus Christ is always concerned about issues of the heart. 
· When you read the teachings of Jesus you realize the prominence of the heart. 
According to Lloyd-Jones the “heart” is indeed at the center of Jesus, teaching. 

· This was especially important in Jesus day because of the Pharisees who were more concerned about externals than about what was on the inside. 



Listen for a moment to some of the things Jesus said concerning the heart:

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish and then the outside also will be clean.” 
Matthew 23:25-26
“The things that come out of the mouth come from the heart, and these make a man unclean. For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. These are what make a man unclean.”

Matthew 15:18-20
“Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit . . . for out of the overflow of your heart the mouth speaks.” 

Matthew 12:33-34

So as you can clearly see the heart is utterly crucial to Jesus. 

· What we are in the deep, private recesses of our lives is what he cares about most. 

Jesus did not come into the world to change our bad habits. 

· He came into the world because we have dirty hearts that need to be purified. (John Piper message). 

So what exactly is the heart?

1. According to the general scriptural usage of the term the heart is the center of man’s being: 
· It is the fount out of which everything in life flows. 

· It includes the mind, the will, as well as the emotions.  

· It is what Proverbs calls the well-spring of life.


2. But the heart is always the seat of our troubles. 

· Jesus said that it was out of the heart that evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, and blasphemies come. 

One of the great lies that mankind has been led to believe is that all of our personal and social troubles are due to outside influences such as our environment, and that to change the person you need only change his or her  setting. 

· But this is a lie from the pit of hell.

All our troubles, be they personal or social, stem from the corruptness of our heart. 

Jeremiah says that the heart is desperately wicked and deceitful.
Mankind’s troubles are at the center of his being and nothing, not intellect, not social change, or even a change in environment will make a man good or his heart good. 

· And that goes for you and for me as well. 



The next word that describes the heart is the adjective: 

“Pure”
Jesus says, “Blessed are the pure in heart for they will see God.” 
What does he mean by this?

The Greek phrase is actually:
· 

The word essentially means to be clean or cleansed. 



Now if this is what Jesus meant as the primary meaning of this beatitude than we would have to conclude that purity of heart of which he speaks refers only to the cleansing of the heart by the blood of Christ. 

And although this is surely a part of the meaning, I personally do not think this is what Jesus is primarily referring to. 
Most bible scholars see more here that just our cleansing of sin by the blood of Jesus in view. 
· In fact there are at least three primary meanings put forth as to the meaning of the word “pure.”  


The first meaning is to be “single.”(Lenski) 
Soren Kierkegaard wrote a book entitled; 
Purity of the Heart is to Will One Thing.

· John Piper comments that this is a good definition of purity of heart as long as the one thing we will is the right thing. 



A pure heart is a heart that is totally focused on the things of God; his glory, his will, his kingdom, his righteousness. 

We might describe this aspect of purity of heart 

As;
· Single minded or single eyed devotion.
One of the best examples of this aspect of purity of heart is found in Psalm 86:11where the Psalmist writes: 
“Give me an undivided heart that I may fear your name.”



I can safely say from years of personal observation and personal experience that the trouble most of us have is with a heart that is divided.

· Our hearts are not single. 

· One part of me wants to know God and worship God and please God.

· While another part of me wants something else.


But the pure heart is the heart that is not divided. 
The one who seeks a singleness of heart towards the Kingdom of God and his righteousness is not content to be 99 and 44/100 % pure. 

· The one who seeks to be pure of heart wants all of his being to be consumed with God and will focus the eye of his heart on that quest.
· The pure in heart is the man or woman who has learned to set their hearts on things above and not on the things of the earth. 



Our Father desires that we have an undivided heart and will by his grace make it possible if we will but ask:

That is why the Psalmist asked of God:

“Give me an undivided heart that I may fear your name.”

· Would this not be a great prayer for each of us to pray throughout the day? 
The second meaning of “purity” as it is found in this beatitude finds its counterpart in Psalm 24 where it is written.

“Who may ascend the hill of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy place? (that is see God). He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not life up his soul to an idol or swear by what is false.

Psalm 24:3-5 
Here we actually see all three aspects of purity.

· Clean hands

· Focus on God and not idols.

· Honesty instead of falsehood and hypocrisy. 

Here I would like to point out the honesty aspect of a pure heart. 

· A pure heart is a heart that has nothing to do with falsehood. 

· It is painstakingly truthful and free from deceitfulness. 

· It is the very antithesis of hypocrisy especially religious hypocrisy. 

· Of course this was one of the primary issues that Jesus had to deal with when confronting the religious leaders of his day. 

Now there are a number of reasons why we fall into hypocrisy, especially religious hypocrisy and I don’t want to go over each aspect here. 
· But there is one reason that I think we should address. 



One of my first issue concerns here at Amazing Grace is that we can create an atmosphere where people can be honest with each other. 

· One of the reasons why we fall into religious hypocrisy is because our church family is not a safe place for us.

· We are afraid of what people might think of us if they only knew who we really are. 
· Thus we are forced to put on a religious façade. And this façade not only leads to deception but it has a dramatic and detrimental affect on our spiritual lives and our walk with the Lord. 

So my prayer for our little church is that we can be a place where people do not have to put on a religious mask to be comfortable or accepted here.  

The third principle meaning of “purity” carries the idea of being “morally clean” or “without sinful defilement” 
This is the “clean hands” of Psalm 24.  

We know for instance from Scripture and especially the book of Revelation that nothing shall enter the heavenly Jerusalem that is defiled or impure. 
· The Scriptures are clear without godliness and holiness no one will see God. 



Now we find these three ideas of ideas of purity of heart uniquely expressed in the life of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

· His love for the Father was undivided and was concerned only about doing the will of the Father.

· There was no deception in him. He spoke the truth and he lived the truth. 

· His life was also morally pure without spot or blemish. 
Finally let’s look at the phrase:

See God

What does Jesus mean when Jesus says we shall “see” God? 

· As will all the other Beatitudes, the promise is partly fulfilled here and now.



In a sense there is a vision of God (we see Him) while we are in the world. 

· The Christian can see God in nature, in the creation and in the events of history where the non-Christian cannot. 

John Piper calls this being “Awestruck by His Glory.”


We “see God” also in the sense of knowing him personally.

· There is a feeling that He is near us and with us.

· We enjoy his presence with us. 
We also see God in his gracious dealing with us and the affairs of our life. 

· We call it “experiencing God.” 

· Every time we recognize God’s gracious intervention in our life we are in a way “seeing Him.” 



We also know that these experiences of God, our “seeing God” can be dimmed and even darkened to the point where we don’t see him at all. This can happen because of:
· Double-mindedness where we try to love the world and God at the same time which is really idolatry. 
· Or from un-confessed or repeated moral failure. 



But these temporal examples of seeing God do not compare at all with the eternal promise of what is yet to be. 

· As Paul says, now we see through a glass darkly but then we shall see face to face. 

· And John says that when he appears we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 

It is an amazing fact that the pure in heart will one day see their Lord face to face. 

You and I are meant for the audience chamber of God.

· You and I are being prepared to enter into the presence of the King of kings. 

· You and I are going to enjoy God, and to spend our eternity in his glorious and eternal presence (Lloyd-Jones 97). 



Corum Deo

Considering all that we have said let’s ask the most pressing question:

“How can our hearts become pure?

There are two paths that we may take on this quest and only one has real enduring and positive results.

1. First you can start by trying to clean your own heart by yourself, but at the end of your long life it will likely be as black as it was at the beginning, perhaps blacker. 

2. Of you can go to God for only God can do it. 

· The only way that we can have a clean heart is for the Holy Spirit to enter into us and to cleanse it for us. 

· Only the working of God’s spirit can truly purify the heart. 

And he does this by working in us both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 

· Paul’s confidence was that God would bring to completion the work he had begun in him.



That is our only hope.

· We are in God’s hands, and the sanctifying process is on-going. 

· God is dealing with us and as he does so our hearts are being cleansed. 
· The day is coming when we shall be faultless and blameless, without spot or wrinkle or any defilement. 


But this does not mean that we remain passive in the matter. 

John writes in his first letter to the church about the hope of the Lord’s soon return and our seeing him face to face. And that those of us who have this hope have also a moral focus to our lives. 
“He who has this hope in him purifies himself even as he is pure.”

James also tells us to:

“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you . . . and to purify your hearts you double minded.” 



Just because we cannot purify our hearts in an absolute saving sense does not mean that we should “walk in the gutters of life waiting for God to cleanse us” (Lloyd-Jones 99). 

· We must be holy because our Lord is Holy. 
· Only those who are holy will see God. 
· We must walk in the light as He is in the light. 
· Only those who walk in the light will have fellowship with the Father and with the Son. 

· We must be pure of heart for He is pure of heart.

· Only those who are pure of heart will see God. 



Those who truly have their hopes set on Christ and wait for his return will actively purify themselves from all that defiles. 

· They will strive to keep their hearts fixed on the kingdom of God.

· They will avoid all deception and hypocrisy in life.

· They will seek moral purity in thought, word and deed. 

Although we will never fully realize an absolute purity of heart while in this life it is vitally important that we are on the right path with our hearts and eyes fixed on Jesus Christ. 
· This, my friends, is the touchstone and the front lines in the Christian’s battle against the world, the flesh and the devil. 

· It is a war we must wage, wearing the full armor of God, as we struggle against the adversaries of our heart. 

· The adversaries that would defile our hearts with sin.

· The adversaries that would distract our heart and lead it into idolatry.

· The adversaries that would stain our hearts with dishonesty and hypocrisy. 

For those who will take up the sword and fight the battle, and strive for purity of heart there is a great blessing in this life and in the life to come:

They will see God. 
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