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September 13th 2009

Walking with the Master
Lesson 13
“The Sermon on the Mount” 
Blessed are the Merciful.
Matthew 5: 1-12
When I looked up the word “Mercy” on the internet this last week I was surprised just how often the word is used in the name of an organization or institution; for Example there is:

· Mercy Health Plans

· Mercy Studios

· Mercy College

· Mercy Hospital

· Mercy Corps

· Mercy High School

· Mercy Flight

· Mercy Nursing home

· Mercy Healing .com

· Mercy Funeral Home

· Mercy ministries of America

· Mercy Academy

I think you get the picture:

· Mercy is a prominent word in our culture. 

· Even our little Netherland Dwarf rabbit is named Mercy. 



As prominent as mercy is in our vernacular today it is even more prominent in the Scriptures. 
· I would even go so far as to say that the whole concept of mercy finds its genesis in the biblical record. 

It is little wonder than that our Lord would address this blessed characteristic so early in his Sermon on the Mount.

In the fifth Beatitude our Lord gives us another look into the life and characteristic of a citizen of the kingdom of heaven. 

· Jesus tells us that this person is blessed because he or she is at the same time both a merciful person and the recipient of God’s mercy. 



Now of course, as we have pointed out many times before, that there is a logical progression to the beatitudes. 

· No one beatitude can be lifted out of the context of the other eight for they are a complex whole and describe not only the necessary progression of Christian transformation from sinner to saint but they define the necessary characteristics of a born-again person. 


The first step in our transformation and our approach to God is the realization that we are spiritually poor. 

· As spiritually bankrupt people we have nothing to offer God.

· Our sins have separated us from him and as such we are completely and totally unable to help ourselves. 

· This realization of spiritual poverty is an act of grace and a consequence of the Holy Spirit’s work of conviction and illumination. 



When we realize our spiritual poverty and the alienation that our sin has caused we mourn over our sins and our condition. 

· True mourning and contrition leads to repentance and to God.

Those who mourn over there sin and spiritual poverty humble themselves under the mighty hand of a God in a genuine display of meekness and God lifts them up through the cross of Christ. 

· The meek not only submit themselves totally to God’s will and agenda they are also meek towards others remembering their own spiritual poverty. 



The spiritually impoverished who grieve over their sins and meekly submit to God’s will now hunger and thirst for the righteousness that only God can supply.

· And in turn they hunger and thirst for righteousness to be manifest in ever increasing measure in their own lives. 

Now we come to a bit of a turn in the road so to speak. 
· Here in the next beatitude we get the first glimpse of the active element of kingdom living and kingdom character. 
It is a understandable bend in the road because it is logical to expect that the remaining beatitudes will reveal the transformed character of the one who has been touched by Christ’ Spirit and is being progressively remade in Christ’s image (Boice 44). 


Interestingly the first characteristic that defines the transformed character of the Christian is not love, or forgiveness, or compassion, or grace but:

Mercy
Why did Jesus begin with mercy and not love, or compassion, or forgiveness or grace or any of the other qualities that a Christian is supposed to demonstrate?

· Because Mercy is a word that carries with it aspects of all these qualities. 
Mercy is an umbrella word.

Mercy is a form and expression of love; 
· Mercy is an integral part of forgiveness.
· Mercy is closely associated with compassion. 
· Mercy is as close as we get to a synonym of grace. 
Mercy is an umbrella word that covers a lot of biblical territory. 



A Definition of Mercy.  
If mercy is an umbrella word it is still important for our study to try as best we can to define it biblically. 
If for example grace is love when love is undeserved:
· Mercy is grace in action. 

· Mercy is love reaching out to help those who are helpless and who need salvation.

· Mercy identifies with the miserable in their misery (Boice).

John Stott defines mercy this way:

“Mercy is compassion for people in need.”



Richard Lenski makes this distinction between grace and mercy that I think is very helpful:

Mercy always deals with what we see of pain, misery and distress these being the results of sin . . . Grace always deals with the sin and guilt itself. 

Mercy extends relief; Grace extends pardon. 

Mercy cures, heals, helps . . . Grace cleanses and reinstates. 



There is an antithesis to mercy in the bible as well it is called:

· Cruelty (Jeremiah 6:23). 

· Anger (Micah 7:18). 

· Wrath (Habakkuk 3:2)

· Judgment without mercy (James 2:13). 

· Condemnation of the innocent (Matthew 12:7). 

· Apathy towards suffering and pain (Luke 10:25-37). 

Now it is imperative in any study of a biblical characteristic like mercy to see how that characteristic relates to God. 

· One thing that we must remember as we study the beatitudes is that they did not just appear out of the blue. 

· Jesus is not just making these things up.

· Mercy is an integral part of the biblical narrative because it is a fundamental part of God’s nature. 
So if we want to learn anything about mercy we must go to God who is Himself mercy. 


For example:
In Deuteronomy 4:31 and many other places God is said to be a merciful God.
· The Jewish people depended on this characteristic of God’s nature and often appealed to it. 
· King David appealed twice to God’s mercy: Once when he sinned by counting the fighting men and also the time he committed adultery with Bathsheba. 
In Luke 6:36 God is also called a merciful Father. 

· It is within God’s very nature and essence to be merciful to his creatures. 
· And that is something that we, like David, can count on and rest in. 



Not only is God by nature merciful but his mercy is said to be:

· Great (2 Samuel 24:14)

· Very Great (I Chronicles 21:13)

· From of Old (Psalm 25:6)

· Tender (Luke 1:78).

· Rich (Ephesians 2:4). 

· New Every Morning 

We also know from the Scriptures that God delights in showing mercy. 

· When it comes to mercy God is the standard. And of course God’s mercy is personified in the person of Jesus Christ. 

· If you want to know what true mercy looks like as it is lived out look at the life of Jesus. 

Now why is this so important to the whole topic of mercy?

Because our Master Jesus Christ said in Luke 6:36:
 “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”

Notice that this is not only a command from God to be merciful but God himself sets the standard for mercy as well. 

· God is not asking us to do anything that He himself is not only willing to do but actively doing himself. 

· Because God is merciful therefore we as his children should be merciful as well. 

In fact each and every true demonstration of mercy in the life of a follower of Jesus Christ is in reality a demonstration of God’s own mercy working in and through his children and for his glory. 



So why should we as God’s children be merciful:
Because God Himself is Merciful. 

To be anything else but merciful in all situations of life is a denial of who God is as well as a denial of who we are in Jesus Christ. 

For those of us here who have taken up our cross and followed the Master, to be merciful is not an option but a command. 

· A command that we must take seriously. 


But there is another significant reason why we as God’s children should be merciful: 
We should be merciful to others because God has been merciful to us. 

The key phrase that really says it all is found in Matthew 18:33 where the Master says in the parable and by extension to each of us:
“Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?” 

Read Matthew 18:21-35

The point and teaching of this parable is very clear. 

· God has forgiven you a great debt (millions of dollars worth) should you not then in turn forgive the small debt (pennies) incurred to you by your fellow servant? 

Here we see mercy extending itself toward another in the act of forgiveness.
When we freely offer forgiveness to the undeserving we are demonstrating divine mercy. 

· We are being imitators of our heavenly Father who delights in extending mercy. 

Extending the mercy of forgiveness should be a delight for us and not something that we grudgingly give. 

· We like our Father should be rich in mercy. 

· Like our Father our mercy should be new every morning. 



There is one other aspect of showing mercy that is just as important as extending forgiveness that I want to talk about. 
Returning once again to Lenski’s definition of mercy we see that:

Mercy always deals with what we see of pain, misery and distress.
Mercy extends relief. 

Mercy cures, heals, helps. 

This aspect of mercy is demonstrated in the well-know parable of Jesus called the Good Samaritan. 

Read Luke 10:25-37

The Corum Deo or application in this parable is simple:
“Go and Do likewise”
If you want to be a person who is merciful than follow the example of the Samaritan and go and do likewise. 


Mercy not only extends its hand to forgive others their offenses against us:
· Mercy also extends a helping hand to meet the needs of others without passing them by. 

· And that is what we often do isn’t it. We pass by those who are in need around us. 



The children of the Kingdom of God are those who sacrificially extend themselves as a matter of lifestyle in repeated acts of mercy on behalf of the sick, the destitute, the impoverished, the widow, the orphan, the hungry, the poor, and the oppressed. 

· When the Son of man comes as King to judge the inhabitants of the world it will be on the basis of whether they showed mercy to the poor, hungry, sick, and naked. 



I would like to close with a true story in the life of Mother Theresa.

Story: A middle aged divorced lady who was rather well off wanted very much to go to Calcutta to work with Mother Theresa.

She wrote to Mother Theresa and told her how much she wanted to come and do this. She waited for a response and finally got a letter from Mother Theresa. It simply said.

“I received your letter wanting to come to India. Thank you for wanting to come, but go and find your own Calcutta.” 
I cannot help but think that this answer is very much like the answer that Jesus gave the expert in the Law. 

“Go and Do Likewise”

My prayer for each of us is that we would be people who recognizes the “Calcutta” opportunities that God gives us and would go and do likewise in behalf of those is need. 
· My prayer is that we would be people whose lives are fragranced with mercy. 

· Mercy towards those who sin.

· Mercy towards the downtrodden. 

“Blessed are the Merciful for they will be shown mercy”
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