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September 6th 2009

Walking with the Master
Lesson 12
“The Sermon on the Mount” 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness.
Matthew 5: 1-12
In the book entitled the Last Crusade there is an account of the British liberation of Palestine in World War I written by a Major V. Gilbert who was an eye witness of the battle for Sheria. 

During the final push for the liberation of Palestine the combined forces of British, Australians, and New Zealanders were pressing hard on the rear of the Turkish retreat over the hot arid desert. 

Eventually the British attack outdistanced its water-carrying camel train and they ran out of water. 
The British forces found themselves in a life and death situation. 

Gilbert writes:

“Our heads ached . . . and our eyes became bloodshot and dim in the blinding glare . . . our tongues began to swell . . . our lips turned a purplish black and burst. . . Those who dropped out of the column were never seen again. 

Yet in spite of their thirst they battled on towards Sheria. 

There were wells full of water at Sheria and if the British forces failed to take Sheria before nightfall, thousands of soldiers were doomed to die of thirst. 

“We fought that day, writes Gilbert, as men fight for their lives.” 

As they valiantly battled their way to the outskirts of Sheria the first objects that came into view were the great stone cisterns full of cold, clear, drinking water. 

When they finally reached the stone cisterns the exhausted and parched army formed two lines. 
· Company by company they drank from the cisterns. 

· It took nearly four hours before the last man had his drink of water. 

Major Gilbert summarized his experience this way. 

I believe that we all learned our first real Bible lesson on that march from Beersheba to Sheria wells. If such were our thirst for God, for righteousness, for His will in our life, a consuming, all-embracing, preoccupying desire, how rich in the fruits of the Spirit would we be.” 


I think it is important to stop for a moment and ask ourselves this question: 
Are we hungering and thirsting for righteousness?

· Is our hunger and thirst for righteousness marked with the same longing as the starving man hungers for bread or the parched and dehydrated man craves for a sip of water? 



According to Jesus this is the passion of those who belong to the kingdom of God. 

Jesus says:

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness for they will be filled”

In truth I think that the hunger and thirst that we have for righteousness is a window into our own hearts. 

John Stott points out that: 
“There is perhaps no greater secret of progress in Christian living than a healthy, hearty spiritual appetite”
· If Stott’s statement is true (and I think it is) than the intensity of our appetite and the magnitude of our thirst for righteousness is a critical gage and barometer of our spiritual health. 


So let me ask you this:

As you evaluate your life what is it that you really hunger and thirst for?

· It is not a difficult question.

· Most of us know without too much thought and reflection the depth of our spiritual hunger and thirst. 

According to Jesus not only are we to hunger and thirst for righteousness but righteousness is the first thing that we are to seek as well. 

“Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.”

The quest for righteousness is one of the first priorities of those who walk with the Master. 


Now we have made the point over and over that there is a progression in the Beatitudes. 
· Hungering and thirsting for righteousness is indeed a necessary and logical part of that progression. 
· Those who recognize their spiritual poverty will also mourn over their sins and then submit in meekness to a Holy God. 

· The result is now a ravenous hunger and voracious thirst for spiritual and moral reformation in their life. 
I want to spend today answering this one simple question as it relates to this Beatitude and it is this:
How can we tell whether we are hungering and thirsting after righteousness?
I am following some of Martin Lloyd-Jones’ ideas here but I think it really covers the issues quite well. 

· It is an important question because it relates directly to our Christian experience and reveals the direction and attitude of our hearts. 

So let’s look at the question:

How can we tell whether we are hungering and thirsting after righteousness?

1. The first test as to whether we are hungering and thirsting for righteousness is this:

“Do we see through all our own false righteousness?”

Until we have learned by personal experience (however that might come) that our own righteousness, to use a biblical phrase, is “as filthy rags,” we will never seek the true and justifying righteousness that can only come from God. 

As long as we are holding out that our own righteousness will somehow put us in good standing with God we are not hungering and thirsting after the righteousness. 

· As long as there is a hint of self-satisfaction in our own merit we are not hungering and thirsting after true righteousness. 



No one can stand before God who is not absolutely perfect and without sin. 

· The righteousness God demands is perfect righteousness. 

Jesus Christ is the standard of perfect righteousness.

· Righteousness ultimately means being like the Lord Jesus Christ. 
This is what we are to attain to.

Yet the moment we truly grasp the fact that we were born “in sin” and that we sin each and every day we are left with only one choice; we must run to God with a hunger and thirst for his free gift of righteousness. 
Illustration: When the prodigal son was hungry he went to feed upon husks, but when he was starving, he returned to his father. 

· To hunger and thirst really means to be desperate, to be starving, to realize our urgent need of help” (Lloyd-Jones 68). 
The first stanza in the song of the spiritually hungry and spiritually thirsty is:
“Nothing in my hand I bring simply to thy cross I cling.”



On the cross Christ took upon himself our unrighteousness and we received his righteousness imputed to our account. 

· Now God sees us in Christ clothed with Christ’s own righteousness. 

· It is free, it is total, it is complete, and it is now. 

· It is the fullness of blessing to which Christ speaks.
In theological terms we call this righteousness our justification. 



Although our hunger and thirst for a right standing before God and a right relationship with Him is fully satisfied in this life: 

· It is never to be forgotten for it is an integral part of our walk with the Master.

We must remind ourselves daily, maybe even several times a day, of what Christ has accomplished for us. 

We must go on line to our heavenly bank account and look at our account balances.

· There we will see that the balance of our debt with God has been paid in full.

· There we will also see that the righteousness we need has been deposited there as well. 

2. The second test as to whether we are hungering and thirsting for righteousness is this:
“The person who is truly hungering and thirsting for righteousness avoids everything that is opposed to such righteousness.”

If we left our test with just the first point we might be led to think that we are entirely passive in the quest for righteousness. 

· If God imputes righteousness to my account than why not just sit back and take life easy?

· But this does not reflect the active element involved when one hungers and thirsts for something. 

Nor does it reflect the testimony of other scriptures that tell us:

· To be perfect and God is perfect.

· To walk in the light because God is light.

· To be holy because God is holy. 

· To say no to sin and yes to righteousness. 

There is a fundamental aspect of hungering and thirsting for righteousness that involves our day to day struggle with sin and our passionate desire and personal quest to become in thought, word and deed more and more like our Savior. 

Lloyd Jones says:

“I may not be able to attain the righteousness needed for a right relationship with God but I “can refrain from doing things that are obviously opposed to it” 
(Lloyd Jones 76).
· And of course this should be our passion. 



We all know that there are things in life that are clearly opposed to God’s own righteousness, God’s holiness and God’s word and we, as people who hunger and thirst for righteousness, must avoid these things at all cost. 
· What we know is bad
· What we know is sinful

· What we know is harmful

Must avoid like the plague.

This is an extremely important aspect of hungering and thirsting for righteousness. 

So let’s ask ourselves this question:

“Am I avoiding everything that is contrary to righteousness?”

If so we can be confident that our spiritual hunger and thirst drives are working properly and are focused on the right things. 
· And if they are we will be both blessed and filled. 
3. The third test as to whether we are hungering and thirsting for righteousness is this:

“The person who is truly hungering and thirsting after righteousness will also avoid things that tend to dull or take the edge off our spiritual appetites.”

Illustration: When I was a little boy my mother used to say to me before dinner when I was hungry and wanted something to snack on.

“Ronnie, you can’t have potato chips now because it will spoil your appetite.”

I think we have all heard this once or twice in our life. 
Just as snacks before dinner can dull or spoil our appetite so also can our snacking on the things of this world dull our spiritual appetite and thirst for righteousness. 

There are many things in life that spoil our spiritual appetite for righteousness.

· They may not be bad things in and of themselves but if they capture our heart, steal our time, and divert our attention from true kingdom priorities then they should be avoided because they spoil our appetite for God and His righteousness. 

4. A fourth test as to whether we are hungering and thirsting for righteousness is this:
“Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness keep the word of God constantly in mind.”

The Psalmist said:

I have hid your word in my heart that I might not sin against Thee. 

How can we know what true righteousness is unless God himself tells us. 
And how does he tell us?

· He tells us in his word.

· And He demonstrates it in the life of His Son. 
The person who hungers and thirsts for righteousness is a person who immerses themselves in God’s word.


The person who hungers and thirsts for righteousness spends a good deal of time every day considering it.  

· Like the psalmist they meditate on the word of God day and night.

· The word of God is a lamp unto their feet and a light for their path.

· They love the word of God more than silver and gold.

· They rise in the watches of the night to recount the words from God’s mouth.  



Knowing and meditating on the word of God is essential to the Christian’s guest for righteousness.

· It tells us what pleases God. 

· Without it we will naturally fabricate our own understanding of what is right and what is wrong. 
· It gives us the information necessary to make righteous choices.

· It kindles our hunger and thirst for righteousness itself. 

How do you know if you are hungering and thirsting for righteousness? 
Examine the role that God’s word has in your day to day life.

5. A fifth and final test as to whether we are hungering and thirsting for righteousness is this:

“The person who is hungering and thirsting for righteousness always puts himself in the way of getting it.” 
In other words the person who hungers and thirsts for righteousness is the person who never misses an opportunity of being with certain people who have this righteousness or in certain places where he can get it.  

As one writer said:

“The oftener I am in the presence of godly and saintly people the better it is for me. If I know a godly person, I want to spend my time with such a person. I do not want to spend so much time with others who do me no good. But these people who have this righteousness, I am going to keep close to them.
As the old proverb says:

“If you want to learn to fly with eagles stop hanging around with the crows.” 
Corum Deo
So what does it mean to hunger and thirst for righteousness? 

In a nutshell it means to have a ravenous hunger and a voracious thirst to be free from sin because sin separates us from God.


Positively it means to have an all consuming desire to be right with God. 

· This desire is fundamental to the Christian experience. 

· It is a desire that is completely filled by the great transfer where Christ on the cross received our unrighteousness and its just penalty and we received his righteousness. 

· It is unmerited and it is free, yet it is not without an enormous cost; the precious blood of our Savior. 

Hungering and thirsting for righteousness is also a desire to get rid of the personal sin in our lives which not only hurts our communion and fellowship with God but also:

· Keeps us from our knowledge of God.

· And all that is possible to us and for us with God and from God. 

Hungering and thirsting for righteousness is the true child of God’s passion and desire; it is a passion and a desire to please His Father and live a life that brings Him Glory. 
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